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Ontario’s unfapped waste-water power; Commissionsr urges
provinece to invest in turning plants into hubs of renewable energy
Toronte Star ~ Wed May 31 2017

Byline:Rob Ferguson Toronto Star
Page: A7

Oniario nesds more "poc” power, says Emnvironmental Commissioner Dianne Saxe.
The province's municipal water systems, for both drinking and sewage, are ensrgy-
hogs, but can turn the tables with some smart investments © reduce censumption,
improve ...

274507890
Lake Huron site best suited for nuclear-waste bunker, OPG report
affirms; New study affirms proposed nuclear-waste sife
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Canadian Press -~ Tue May 30 2017
Byline:Colin Perkad

TORONTO - A new report from Qntaric Power Generation overwhelmingly affinrms
the utility's long-held position that the best place for a nuclear-waste bunker is on
the Lake Huron shoreling. One of the biggest problems .
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274506361

Hydro One CEQ says company undergoing 'intense
transformation’

Wirddsor Star - Tue May 30 2017
Byline: Tarmar Harrils

Hydro Gne is embarking on a new era for its nearly 1.5 million customers and 8,000
employees, the company president and CEO said Tuesday. In remarks to the
Windsor-Essex Regional Chamber of Commerce, Mayo ..

T TR e |

274494545

New legisiation caps slectricity prices; Alberta moving towards
‘capacity marketsystem over next four yvears

Town & Country - Tus May 30 2017

Byline: Kevin Berger

Page: A2

New legistation introduced May 23 will ensure that residents of the Town & Country
region will not pay more than 6.8 cents per kilowatt hour on their electricity bills over
the next four years, though the Wildrose Official Opposition ..
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274527824
Ontario’s untapped waste-waler power; Commissionser urges
province to invest in turning plants into hubs of renewable energy

Toronto Stay - Wad May 31 2017
Byline: Rob Ferguson Torondo Star
Page: A7

Ontarie nesds more "pog” power, says Environmental Commissioner Dianne Saxe.

The province's municipal water systerns, Tor both drinking and sewage, are energy-
hogs, but can turn the tables with some smart investments o reduce consumption,
improve consarvation and make bio-gas from human and food waste, Saxe wrote in
a new report Tuesday.

"Many can become renewable energy centres that capiure the hidden energy in
sewage, and put it fo productive use,” Saxe said of waste-water treatment plants.

“Bio-gas from sewage can offer renewable, low-carbon energy, replacing fossii fusls
for heating, for electricity gensration and for transportation,” she added after
publishing "Every Drop Counts,” her annual report on energy conservation.

"To create even more bic-gas, waste-water plants could process food-type wastes
along with the sewage. This would also keep food-type wastes out of landfills, where
they release methane, a powerful greenhouse gas.”

About 30 waste-water plants in the province are large enough to make bic-gas
production viable through anasrobic digestion, Saxe told a news conference.

Toronio, London and Simeoe County are considering such systems, while Hamilton
now fuels some buses with bio-gas from human sewage and Waterlooe is making
bio~-gas from dog Teces.

In response to the report from Baxe, Glen Murray's Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change said exireme weather patterns, population growth and future
davelopment will put "increased pressure” on waler sources.

"Her gdvice iz clear We will need to do a betier job of managing what resources we
have. We agree and will be [ooking at new ways to improve Ontario's already roebust
water conservation and environmental protection policies”

On average, drinking water and waste-water treatment plants account for 38 per
cent of a municipality’s energy use - g huge proportion, Saxe said. Most were
designed in an era when energy costs wera not a consideration, but should now be
redesigned with full "life-cycle” costs in mind as governments upgrade infrastructure,
she added.

"This gives Ontarie municipalities a once-in-a-generation opportunity to cut the
anergy and envirenmental footprints of their water and wastewater systems.”

Energy could also be saved by reducing leaks in municipal water systems - 85 much
as 30 1o 40 per cant in some areas ~ and by shifting electricity use away from peak
periods when it is most costly, she said.

As the need for water conservation becomeas more pravalent, municipalities should
find smarter ways to deliver water for different purpeses, noting that pure drinking
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water isn't needed to waler lawns, for example, Saxe said.

“Ag you saw from last vear's drought, we have to get serious about water
conservation,” Saxe said. "Litlle of the treated water is used for purposes that
require potable water”

274507890
Lake Huron site best suited for nuclear-waste bunker, OPG report
affirms; New study affirms proposed nuclear-waste site

Ganadian Press - Tue May 30 2017
Byline:Colin Perkeat

TORONTO ~ A new report from Ontaric Power Generation overwhelmingly affirms
the ulilitv's long-held position that the best place for a nuclear-waste bunker is on
the Lake Huron shoreling,

One of the biggest problams with burying the hazardous waste somewhers else
would come from having fo truck it up to 2,000 kilometres, inoreasing the risk of
radiciogical accidents and poliution, the 143-page analysis concludes.

The only minor advantage ~ amid a sea of disadvantages - to locating & bunker
slsewhere might be less disturbance of indigenocus heritage sites, such as burial
grounds, the report finds.

Even so, the overall impact on Aboriginal Peoples is likely to be lower if the deep
geologic repository is built, as proposed, at the Bruce nuclear plant near Kincarding,
Ont, the report states.

"There is the potentiagl that the total risk may be increased on Indigenous peoples if
the {facility} is constructed at an alternate location,” the report states. "This {is) dus
o the introduction of a new facilily i an area previously without a nuclear facility, as
wall as the transportation of wastes to that facility”

Alternative nuciear burial sites would be cost-prohibitive, adding anywhere from
$381 million to more than $2 billion to the current cost projection of $2.4 billion, the
report states.

The new study comes in response 1o a request from the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency, which has yet to make a final recommendation to Environment
Minister Catherine McKenna on whether fo approve the project. The agency, along
with critics of the propoesal, had slammed OFG's previous report on feasible
alternative locations as superficial and inadequate.

The new siudy did not actually pinpoint any specific alternate sites. Instead, the
analysis takes in large areas of the province that meet the minimal requirements for
rock that would be geclogically stable for centuries.

Scores of groups and communities in both Canada and the U 8., have decried the
current plan 1o store the wasle underground about 1.2 Kilometres from Lake Huron.
OPG's new repott did litle to assuage their concermns about the potential for
catastrophic poliution of a major drinking-water source.
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"ORPG has not changed its position: proximity of the nuclear waste burial site to a
Great Lake is not relevant, there is no need to investigate any other actual sites and
OPRG has a social licence o proceed,” the group Stop The Great Lakes Nuclear
Dump said in a statermnent.

By almost every measure, however, the new OFG report counters that concern,
maintaining the stable hbedrock af the Bruce plant would be the perfect slorage site.

"ldeal geology exists for safely isolaling nuclear waste 880 metres below ground in
stable, dry rock” ORG said in a statement sccompanying the report "Alternate
locations in the Canadian Shield or southwest Cntario, while technically feasible,
wotdd result in greater environmental effects and higher cosis, as well as a project
delay of 15 years or more, while offering no additional benefits in safety.”

The utifity does admit in the report to Tacing ongoing pushback to the plan from ares
First Nations, particularly the Saugeen Ojibway Naticn, which has long complained
abtout the presence of the nuclear plant. The report says OPG has promised it would
not move ghead with the project without their support.

"Far clarily and to avold any confusion, OFG acknowledges that the affected
indigenous peoples have not accepted {(the repository)” the report states. "OPG
anticipates that through a respectiul joint process and through accommodation, an
acceptable outcome may be achieved”

The envirenmental assessment agency said it was reviewing the new information as
it gets set e prepare a draft repott, along with any conditions that OPG would have
to mest if the project proceads. The public will get a chance to commeant on that
report and conditions, the agency said.

in May 2015, an envirenmental review panel approved the reposifory but the federal
government has since delayed its decision several times.

274506361
Hydro One CEQ says company undergoing 'intense
transformation’

Windsor Star ~ Tue May 30 2017
Byline: Tamar Haris

Hydro Cne is embarking on a new era for its nearly 1.5 million customers and 8,000
smployses, the company president and CEO said Tuesday.

in remarks o the Windsor-Essex Regional Chamber of Commerce, Mayo Schmidt
said the last year and a half has been "a time of intense transformation of an
organization that has 100 years of history as a Crown corporation.”

Privatization has created a greater sense of accouniability to the customer, Schmidt
said.

Qrtario now holds only 49.9 per cent of Hydro One's common shares. The province
plans to sell 2.5 per cent of its shares to First Nations, bringing the province's total
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ownership of Hydro One to 47 4 per cent.

in opening up Hydro One ownership, but remaining the largest shareholder, the
government anncunced $9 billion in gross proceeds. The government said the exdra
revente will be invested info infrastruciure.

Schmidt said the move to privatization has been positive.

“Let’s keep in mind that the customers in the province are also shareholders,” he
said. "The largest shareholder base we have is in the province of Cntario.

"So i's simply the structure that's changed, but not really the cwnership, IU's the
citizens’. H continues o be 49 per cent owned by the province; but it gives us a
commercigl license to be more effective and more commercially sensitive by
reducing our costs.”

Some Cntario residents have been batterad by rising electricily prices.

Premier Kathleen Wynne said in a statement announcing cost reduction measures
that "For some families, s gotten to the point where they must choose between
keeping the lights on and keeping food in the fridge. That's unacceptable”

Schmidt said that lowering costs is one of Hydre One's main areas of focus.

“We as an organization are responsible for 30 per cent of the cost of running this
complex system across the province, with the OER (Ontario Energy Board)
responsible for setting the cost of power across the province,” he said.

"Since the move towards privatization, Hydre One has reduced our cost by tens of
millions of doflars”

Schmidt said "a number of conversations with the provines” resulted in the Fair
Hyvdro Act. The legislation would reduce electricity bilis by 25 per cent on average
for residential custormners.

Matt Marchand, president and CED of Windsor-Essex Regional Chamber of
Commerce, said that electricity prices are "a huge factor” for businesses.

"If we want {o have a business alfraction strategy, part of the altraction strategy is
that we may be a little bit more expensive than other jurisdictions -~ you don't
necessarily have to be the cheapest, you don't have 1o be the lowest -~ bul we nead
to be competitive,” Marchand sajd. "Right now we're sort of getting into that cut-of-
bounds range.”

Schmidt sald Hydro One is not naive about the challenges it faves.

"We know the relationship between Hydro One and its customers has been strained
in the past, and our relationships need o be rebuilt” he said.

"That can only be achieved with meaningful action and advocacy for our customers
at Hydro One”

Tharris@@posimedia.com{mailto: Tharris@postmedia.com }

Twitler. comiTamarmharris (twitter.com)
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274494545
New legislation caps electricity prices; Alberta moving towards
‘capacity market'system over next four years

Town & Country - Tue May 30 2017
Byline: Kevin Berger
Page: A2

New legisiation introduced May 23 will ensure that residents of the Town & Country
region will not pay more than 8.8 cents per kilowatt hour on their electricity bills over
the next four years, though the Wildrose Official Opposition claims this is an
admission power prices will "more than double” before 2021.

Bill 18, which has since passed first and second reading, will cap the Regulated
Fate Option (RRO) at 6.8 cents per kilowalt hour between Jung 1, 2017 and May
31, 2021.

The RRO is the default slectriclty contract for the majority of Alberta residents, farms
and small businesses. During the four-year period, consumers on the RRO will pay
the lower of the two: the market rate or the 6.8 cent cap.

in a news conference, energy minister Margaret Me-Cuaig-Boyd sald there have
been a number of times over the last six years where electricity prices have well
excesded the 6.8 centcap.

She said the previcus government conductad an experiment with a "risky and
volatile form of electiicity de-regulation” and & left Abbertans at the mercy of the
market.

"Right now, the market is in a trough. Prices are at the lowest they've been in almost
a decade,” McCuaig-Bovyd said. "But the current market, which is an outlier in almost
all of North America, is desighed to be volatile ™

She added that much of Alberta's coal fleet was schaduled to come offiine prior to
the NDPF's election, and they've commitied to moving towards 30 per cent renswable
gnergy by 2030 in order o replace it

"It's not the fault of Alberta families that the former government failed to position us
for the future. Consumers shouldn't be on the hook for their lack of oversight. So our
government is stepping in to protect consumers.”

She said the province will use a number of teols identified through their
consultations to keep electricity prices below the 6.8 cent cap, which is well above
the current price of power.

Rased on the forecasts for the next four years, prices are not going anywhers
significant in the next while, she indicated.

But should there be a major unforeseen spike, McCusig-Boyd said they will use
funds collected through the carbon levy 1o pay for any costs above the cap.

She said this would be an appropriate use of carbon levy funds because it supports
the transition to greener and healthier power sources.
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Regulations that will be introduced following the legisialion's passage will spell out
how these payments will be made if electricity rates exceed 6.8 cents.

When asked why the cap would last four years, MeCuaig-Boyd said that would be
the time necessary to bring Alberta to a "capacily marketl,” which would be less
prone to price swings and more friendly to invesiors.

in a capacity market, private power gensrators are paid through a mix of
compeliiively auctioned confracts that fund their fixed capital costs and revenus
from the spot market.

it is the sysiermn currently ttilized in the U .S, and the United Kingdom. Opposition
response Wildrose shadow energy minister Don Macintyre said the bill was
effectively an admission thatl the retall rates will more than double due o reckless
NDF policy.

The Innisfail-Sylvan Lake MLA added that large industrial operators - Alberta's main
job crealors - are not protected from electricity rates, giving them one more reason
to relocate eisewhere,

Macintyre said that in a capacity market, the manipulation of billing would result in
an "awful lot of the cost of slectricity” being shifted to the taxpayer instead of the
ratepayer, even though they are the same person.

He added that it would cost an additional $20 to 830 billion to transition to 30 per
cent renswable energy sources by 2030

That's not taking inlo account the hidden costs of things like the costs of retraining
the workforce that previously worked in Alberta's ceal mines.

"It appears o me that the only thing the NDP have leamed from the disasterin
Ontario is how to hide the cost of this irresponsible fransition o renswables that
they're doing,” he said.

"This government has gone from one crisis o ancther ever since they failed o
understand the ferms of the Power Purchase Agreements (FRPAs)”

When asked if the NDP was admitting electricity prices were set o double,
MeCuaig-Boyd said that was "not at all” the case.

Mike McKinnon, press secretary for the minister of energy, indicated in an e-mail
that electricity prices are dictated by market forces, not any action of government.

In the past six years, the RRO has been as high as 15.3 cents per kilowalt hour and
as low as 2.7 cents. Depending on the month, residential consumers could pay as
litle as $20 for electricity or as much as $8C.

"Albertans shouldnt have to choose between paying the power bill and paving the
rant or mortgage, but that was the oplion seme people faced when prices spiked
month-to-month,” he said.

Regarding the comparison between Alberta's energy plan and COntaric's current

electricity market, Mcklinnon said Ontarie chose a much different path, with a fixed
price for renewable power that resulled in prices skyrocketing.
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"Alberta will use a competitive auction to ensure the lowest cost option for
renswables” he said, noting Ontario iz alse considering moving to & capacily market
now,
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