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larch 10, 2017

Finance Minister Charles Sousa opened the doorio imposing a

curty rapid growth in Toronia’s home prices, Minister Souss exprassed conesm with "the e:ﬁagi‘e&:

of fast apprecigtion In the short-tarm and what will that do over the long-lerm”, contadicting b
gatlier desire 10 et market forces prevall”, Warren Lovely, an advisor o Minister Souss and
ihe head of public sector research al National Bank told The Globe and Mai that he had come

around to the Wea of a B.C -style foreign buver tax, despile having advised against i {ast fall

Yesterday, Fromier Kathiesn Wynne travelled o Guelph to i of the
govermnment's Falr Hydro Plan to small businesses, The Pramier said the plan "will make s read
difference 1o businesses that are on main streed, that are family businesses, that are senving
communities”, calling the reductions "substantial”, Local business owners pralsad the move as
2 "good stat”, Meanwhile, in g speech o the Toronio Region Board of Trade, PO Leadey
Batrick Brown orfficized the government's plan for selting s % Con price

raductions,

Al his spesach o the Toronto Reglon Board of Trade, PO Leader Patrick Brown prediciad that
affordablility will be the : i the next grovincia! slection. I his speech, Brown nuoted
that Ontario has accumulated mors debt in the 13 vears of Liberal government than in the
preceding 137 vears, that the governiment plan 1o raduce rates does nol address green ensmgy
contracts which he called thes "root of the problemy”, and that the Ontario PO Party would run

infrastruchire and transporiation "more like 3 business, and less ke o bursauoracy”™

Education Minister Mitzie Hunter confirmed that as many as 300 Oniario schools will be

: bacauss they are under-used or dilapidated. PO Leader Patrick Brown disputed

finister Hunter's olaim, clling 2 school in Maple, Oniario at 87 per cent capacily that will close,
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Brown repeated his call for & moratonium and blamed the govemment's prionities for the
closures, N MPP for Hamilion East—S8ionsy Creek Paul Miller notad that the govemment
“closed more than 277 schools”™ since 2011 and that the government "has been closing schoals

that are full™,

. {Meagan Camphell,

{Fobert Figsher, CBO News)

By

Parents of students stiending John Fisher Public 8chool in Toronto receleed quite the shock on
Tuesday, Thay were told that the land naxt door was greeniil by the Ontario Municipal Boarg

{OMEB) one yvear ago, for 8 35-storey high-rise development,

Due 1o health and sately concerns during the high-rise’s construction, the Toronto District
School Board s considering relosating the students to the Vaughan Road Academy,

approximataly 20 minutes away. In responss, parents held a rally iy front of the school, whers

they were joined by Toronto Mavyor Juhn Tory, Tory made # clear the cily is nol mpressed with

this decision being "forced” ypon B by the provinckally-run GMEB,

For thoss legs familiar with the issue, heare arg the Coles noles. The City of Toronto has an
Officiat Plan that guides how the oty should grow and develop. Those who wish to bulld targe-

seale residential projects must 8) ensurs thelr development plans afign with that Officist Plan, or
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by apply for a change o the Official Plan,

Such applications can ake years 1o provess and the oty mandaias publio consuliations with the
iocal communitiss, If the Clty of Toronio refuses 1o approve such applications, developers are

able o appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board 1o have the decision overirned,

Through this leng, the John Fisher case raises soms imporiant guastions, Wers the parenis
appropriately consulied by the developsr and the City of Toronto? Why doss the provines have
he final say on such issues? Do we raaiéy naed the OMEB when urbanization is rapidly changing

the sociat fabtwin of Ondario’s oities

Befors anvons makes excusss of apathy or arms-length decision-malking, 1ake a loosk at the
publio oplndon research. In g wonductad by the Ontario Ministry of Municipst Affalrs, 88
per cand of residents sakl they had stiended g public mesting regarding zoning, 77 par o
thought that morse could be done ocally 1o avoid OME hearings. The Kovs to social Hoence for
those surveyved were also defined) more information, more public nvobvement, and more

meadiation {aka good of lwowway dinlogusy,

However one considers the way the John Fisher case s handiad, the provinee s carlainly not
deaf or blind {o the need for more local engagement when # comss to whan planning and
aftaining social icenes I communities. In facl, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs ust concluded a
raview of the OME that lookad st more "ransparency in hearing provesses and decislon

making” and “protectiing] longterm publiv interests™

Even 5o, no ong gt Queen’s Park or Gy Mall agrees on how 1o reform the OME o include muore
foval voices, There is a real nead for more supply in Toronio to bring down housing prices, byl

at the same time, such considerations must be halanced with quality of life consideration in the
ooal communily, After gll, families who will move o that 35-storey high-rise will still need

schools, hospitals, ransi, and recreational services oo,

There will be no simple solution for the parents of students at John Fisher Public School, and

gthers in similar sltuations. But i there s, § will begin with gl partiss laking & ssat at the table

and engaging in what my Grade Six leachar would call "actve lstening”

Clars Sohulte-Albert is a Consullant af Navigator id
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Tuesday, March 24, 2047

Ontarie’s Energy Fulure: The Mon, Glenn Thibeaull will tay out priorities for the road ahead as
the government prapares for the aunch of g renewed Long Tenm Energy Plan

Time: 00 am. o 800 am

Location: Arcadian Court, 401 Bay Siraest, Toronto

REVE T o AR hiboeg

Wednesday, March 28, 887

Ontarie's Climate Change Action Plan and the First Cap and Trade Auction: The Hon, Glen
Rurray, Minister of the Environment and Climats Change

Tine: T80 am. o 800 am.

Locgtion One King West Hotel and Residence, T King West, Toronto

REVP:

Wednesday, March 28, 2047

Dismantiing racism in Onlano s key 1o Canada’s suceess: The Hon, Michas! Cotaay, Minister
of Children & Youth Services and Minister Responsible for Anti-Racism

Time: Thdb am to 130 pm

Logation: nterContinental Hotsl, 225 Front Street West, Toronio

RV

The legislature will rise for March break next week Regular updsies will resume on Monday,
March 26, 20497,

IESO-N-0044019






