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larch 24, 2017

Today, 8 new poll by the Angus Reid Institute Tound that Promier Kathlcsn Wynne's approval
rating has hit an # g, 1 he Fremier's approval rating dropped 1o 12 per cent sinee the

fast swrvey it December, which Tound 18 per cent approved of the Premies’s petformance. The
polt was conduciad from March 8413, after the Premier's announcement 1o drop hydro rales by

25 percent in responss 1o rising slectricily cost concems.

Meanwhile, Premier Kathlsen Wynine and Economic Development ang Growth Minister Brad
Duguid convened senior automotive sector leaders o discuss the looming

iy (MNAFTAL The mesting, which inchuled trade
urion leaders and comporate exscutives Trom five automakers who manuiaciure in Ondarnig,
gomes after the Pramiers concarted lobbying effort of 27 American Govemors whose siales

frade substantively with Ontario,

Yesterday, Legislature Spaaker Dave Levag stated that the Liberal government's

advertisements abowt proposed hvdro rate reductions gl nt g contempt of
parliament. The PCs made the case that the advertisements mislead the public inty thinking the
rate cut had been spproved, when there is no existing lsgisigtion. Both the POs and NDP

orificized the the adverlisements as & partisan use of govemnment rasourcss 1o re-elact the

government, Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault sald the ads will help Ontarians lwing down thelr

hrydro bills this summer,

Meanwhils, the Omario Energy Board (DER) hat half of Ondario residents that wers
without powsar have not been reconnecied, more than & month sincs a bill banning power
disearmectons in the wirder was passsed, Both the POs and NDF continue 1o oriticize the

Liberals Tor failing to put pressure on energy distribution companies to restore slecliiolty. PG
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Energy Critic Todd Smith remarked that the Liberals only ook legislative action when oriticized
by the opposition and have not worked (o ensurs the polioy takes effect. NDP MPP for Nicked
Bell France Gelinas said the non-enforcemeant would isad {o vuinerable Ontarians "allling]

ihrough the cracks”™

Ontagio’s ! starting Aprl 1. The Ontario Energy Boand agread o

fet Union Gas ralse i3 prices on northwesiam Onlarians by an addiiona! 350,30 per vear, an

axtra $40.78 for Ontarians in the northeast, and an additional $30.20 for southern Ontarians.,
Enbridge rates will rise an average of eight dollars per year, and Natura! Resource Gas Lid
custorners will see an norsass of $10 on averags, The OER stated #s decision 1o allow the

ncreases was mostly influsnced by the expiving of govarmment oredits,

C{dohn Michas! MoGrath, TVGS
. {Brian Flal,
Oitawa Cltlzeny)
{Christing Van Geyn,
Huffington Fost

By

This moming, Angus Reid releassd a new poll that found Premier Kathleen Wiynne's approval
rating sat at 12 per cent. Crucially, Angus Reid also found that 74 par cent of Ontarlo residents

say thei hydre bills are "unreasonable” while 78 per cent expect rates to inorease tutther dus o
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ihe partial privatization of Mydreo One, This will almost cerlainly cause the government 1o doubls

down on affordability issues before the eleclion,

Despite thig, the Premier cornmands substantial authorily a3 the Ontario Liberal Leader and will
fikedy fight the next election. She appears 1o enjoy broad caucus and cabinet supporl. Several
senior cabine! ministers ows thelr own posttion and authorily to the Fremiar, while almost 20

caucus members have only known ong Oniario Liberal lsader,

The government has shown willingness {0 respond to Ontaran concaems about affordability,

This willingness culminated in the removal of the provingial portion of HET on hwdro bills, the
iaunch of the Failr Hydro Plan and the velo of Toronto’s tolling plan. B's also why Finance

Minister Charles Souss asked for federal help to cool Toronto’s housing market,

The government also knows that they will need {o actively win back the frust of Ontarie’s volers,
After the Promier and Energy Minister Glenn Thibeaull launched the Falr Mwdro Plan on March
2, the govermnment did not make any other announcemaents for two full days, Over the past three
weaeks, govemmeant advertisements promoting the plan sstursted arwaves and Ontario Liberal

voluniears weare on the ground handing out fivers,
With energy sffordabiiity top-ofomind for Ontarians, energy affordabiiiby will be the {op prieelty for
the Pramier’s office. Undi the nexdt eleclion, thers will be no shoriags of opportunities o engags

with other goversment depariments on issues that divectly impact affordabiifty,

Kanivanan Chinniah is an Associale Consultant af Navigator Lid.
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Tuesday, March 28, 2847

The Hon, Traoy MacCharles, Minister of Government and Consumer Services
Time: 12:00 pon o 130 pomn.

Location: Delta Motel Toronto, 75 Lower Simoos Street, Toronio

RavP

Wednesday, March 28, 2017

Dismantling ractsm in Ontario s key {o Canada’s success: The Hon, Michae! Cotesu, Minister
of Children & Youth Services and Minister Responsibils for Anti-Rackem

Time: 1148 am o 130 oom.

Location: interContinental Hotel, 385 Front Strest Wast, Toronio

REVE

Tussday, April 4, 2M7

Transporiation Minister Steven Del Ducs will gulline the reasons behind the provinee's
foundational nvestments in ransit and other modes of ransporistion by cutlining the
chalisnges inherent in building a modem, adaptable infrastruclureg in & time of snormous
fechnological disruption.

Tinme 1280 pomto 130 o

Location: Fairmont Roval York Hotel, 100 Frond Street Weast, Toronto

REVE

The legislature will reswne on Monday, March 27, 2877
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