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Fiscal Qutiook
Today, Minister of Financs Charles Souss tabled Ontarnio's 2017 budget, the govermnment's first

badanced budget since the global soonomic downium of 2008-2008.

The govemnment projecis a balanced budget for 2017-2018, 2018-2018 and 018-23020. The
2018-2017 fiscal year s projectsd {o end with & $1.5 billion defick, which is less than the $2.8

billion originally forecast in the 2018 budget,

The govermnmeaent oredits the balancad budgst (o Ontario’s competitive tax position, growth
through nfrastructurs spending, fuhting the underground sconomy and a rasponsible plan to

balance the budget

Familiss
With a balanced budget, the government announcead new msaswres specific 1o svery day family
concems and provided clarity on previously announced Hems. Some of thess measures

ncluds:

s 100,000 more affordable and quality licensed ohild care spanes;
25 per cent hydro rate reduction and caps on hydro rate ihoreases o inflation for the
next four vears through the Falr Mydro Plary
Expanded rent controf and 3 new 15 per cantiax on Non-Resklent Speculators inthe

Graater Golden Horseshoe through the Fabr Housing Plan,

Health Care
The budget nvests in healih care and hospllals, particularty for yvouth, Some messures

highfighted holudes:

Starting January 2018, universal presoription drug soverage for children and youth

{ages 24 and under through QGHIF Children and Youth Pharmacars);

&7 bifion over the next thres vears o allow patients {o regslve cars clossr {0 home, see

speoialisis faster, and have access o expanded menial health and addiction services;
o $1.3 bition to reduce walt imes across the provinoe;

o 5518 million for the nexd fiscal vear for hospital opsrations;
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¢ bitflon over 10 vears in new capiial grants 1o suppoert malor hospiial construction

nroieots,

Funding o incentivize the acoelerated rollout of 30,000 muore long-term care beds;
Funding 1o increase access o specialized health carg;

Establishment of a speciad commilies of cabinet on mental health and addiction. The
budgest also reflerated the Government's commitment of an additional investmeant of
$140 million over thrae years o advance the expansion of mental health and addiction
inftiatives,

Ortario Communities
The budget cutlines measurss 1o help communities thrive, with a specific focus on support for

Business, ansportation and infrastruciure projecis,

The recommitted to s 2014-2018 plan to fivvest $180 billion Iy public Infrastruchire
over 13 years,
investing 584 billlon over 20 vears in the ranspotiation sector, including $58 billon in

public ransil and §28 billion for Mghways,

Consumey protection

The government s looking to help prodect consumers i & varnaty of ways

Continug consulling with stakeholders on the implementation of the Financia! Services
Reguiatory Authority of Ontarin (FSRA). Legisiation on FERA will be introduced by the
end of 2017, In the meantime, logisiative amendments will be Introduced {0 sliow the
Financial Services Tribunst o manage s cassioad more efficiently,

Transtering the reguiatory oversiaght of syndicated mordgags investmants from FSCO
o the ssourities reguiatorn

Strengthening rotections for vestors In syndicated morigages with new regulations
around investment limils and requining mortgage brokerages {o dosument thelr
assessments of the suitabifity of such products for thelr clients,

Working with reguiatory pariners o closs the gap that currently allows finangials
plannars o perform work without reguilatory oversight or spsaified proficlency
reguirgmenis,

Restricting the use of fitles relaled 1o financial planning.

Education

The budget commnits to additional funding o Ontario’s education systeny
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An addifional $8 .4 billion over three years, including $5.3 billion Into education for the
frst vear;

Craating 40 000 new work-inlegrated sarning spportunities with smplovess for
students and recant graduaiss;

Modernizing faciilies o increase agcsss {o post-secondary sducation,

. {Brian Platt, Offawea

{Steve Paikin, T

Ortario budgst

PO Depuly Leader Steve Clark said that Ontarians will continue 10 pay for the gas
plants scanas! precipitated by the government's desire 1o save two seats, Clark posited
that the government would spend mors iy the budget 1o win the election,

Pramier Kathisen Wynne noted that thes budgel s “very important” and wilf continus to

make investmeants i the lives of people In the province, The Premisr also noted that

the point of 3 balanced budget will allow government to meet the needs of people in the

provinge,
Clark sald the government's budast has already forcad Ontarians to pay $8.2 billlon in

canceliad contract that will not go 1o haalth cars or schools,
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The Premier said thal investments in education and health care are not just gondies,
but are important measures, The Fremier also notad that Oniario leads the country in
SCONOITHG growth.

Clark predicied that the budget will be the "same old budge!” that will still include a plan

o partially sell Hydro One. Clark said that the govemmaent should stop helping thei

friends on Bay Street and help ordinary Ontarians.

The Premisr noted that the government is undertaking the largest infrastruciurs
invastrment in Ontario’s history, which has lsd Onlario’s sconomy 1o oulpace Canada
and all other G-7 countries in growth, The Fremier also noted that the Provines's net
dabd 1o GDPF amounts have gone down, Moody's has upgraded Ondario's debt and
Ontarie's exports are rising.

Clark quoted former Pramier Dalton MoGuinty who sald #f was never (oo late to do the
right thing, Clark then implored the govermement 1o restore the Auditor Genaral's powsrs
over goverament advertising.

The Premier agreed with Claris sentiment. The Premier sald that § was nover o lale

for the official opposition 1o engags In a read discussion and a plan o help Ontarians.

Universal prescoription drug coverage

NDF Depuly Leader Jagmest Singh asked the government if the presoription drug
coverage afforded to Ontanians was sufficient

Healh Minister Bric Hoskins welcomed the NDP {o the party and noted that the
governmeant continuas o advooate for & national pharmacare program.

Singh sald that the government had 14 vears Io provide unbversal prescription drug
ooverags o Ontarians, but did not

Hosking ssid that the NDF had 14 yvears 1o ask about universal pharmacars and

accusad the NDF of only asking about # "sincs Monday™
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That this House approveas

in genersl the Budgetary

Polioy of the Govemmaent,

No Frivate Members'

Business

~ Standing
GCommittes on Justice
Bolioy will meet for clause-
by-clause consideration of
Bif 89, An Aot o enact the
Child, Youth and Family
Sarviges Act, 2018, o
amend and repeal the Child
and Family Services Aat
and to make related

amendmaents o other Acts
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Monday, May §, 2817
Education Minister Mitzie Munter will discuss the government's Highly Skilled Workdores

Sirateqy
Time: 1145 am,
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Looation: Fairmont Roval York Motel, 100 Front Strest West, Toronto
REVP:

Wednesday, May 17, 2047
Guieen’s Fark Frags Gallery Spring Fling
Tims: §00 pov

Location: Hart House, University of Toronto

Monday, May 29, 2847

Health Minister Erio Hoskdns will outlineg the govermnment's vision for ransforming health care.
Tine: 12:00 pom,

Logation Canadian Room, Falrmoent Roval York Hotel, 100 Frond Strest West, Toronto
REVE:
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