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Today, Transporiation Minister Steven Del Duca announced the s from
Alstom for the Eglinton Crosstown LRT project. Del Ducs specuisted that the dispule resolution

provess with current supplier Bombardier coultd taks up 10 a8 vear, which the Minister said could

delay the Crosstown project. The $828-million sole-sourced contrant would deliver 81

vehioles—14 of which will be used on the Finch West LRYT while 44 could be used onthe
Eglinton Crosstown H current sy ;api ior Bombardisr s unable o delber 8 vehicles on schedule
The vehicles will be used on Mississauga's MHurontario LRT should Bombardier meet #s
seheduled delivery dates. Del Ducs slso announced that Alstormn will open an assembly faciiity

in the Greater Toronto area o filt the order

Yeosterday, Ontario’s official opposition relsassed leaked cabinet documents that allege

Ontarians will end up payin over twio decades iy exchangs

for short-term reliel The document shows that the averags Toronts Mydro consumer would
save $2,500 through 2025, and subsequsntly will pay an sxirs 34,800 over the next 22 yesrs.
PO Energy Critic Todd Smith said that he recetved the document from a disgruntisd Ministry
amploves, NP Energy Critic Peter Tabuns claims that the document proved that the Falr
Hydro Plan was just a ploy 1o gt re-eleciad, Ensmgy Minister Glenn Thibsault, however, said
that the document was oculdated, did nol reflect the alest information avallable 1o ths

government and did not take into scoount additional measures o take costs out of the systam.

Meanwhile, Premder Kathisen Wynne wamed First Nations communities that are only

acoessible by Hight to quickly agree on the construction of roads inlo thelr region (o support the
The Fremier made the poinis i a letier {o the the Mataws First Nations,

whers she emphasized that her witlingness 1o negotiale with individual communiiies i there

Was e consensus. The chiefs do not agree on the spegifics of a road, worrying that # may

noreass orime rates, lead to envirenmental degradation and causs the loss of additional social

assistance for solated communitiss,

Ontarie's patient ombudsman Christine Eliotl sald that 80 per cent of the more than 1,500
complaints recaived by her office revolve around ¢ s iy the
hospilal, long-term care and home-care sectors, Other top complaints included walling tmes,

gvercrowded hospitals and access v carg in ramote parts of the provines, NDP Leader Andrsa
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Horwath said that NDPF MPPs receive many complaints from constifuants about exorbilant

hospital Tees or mistreatment of siderly family mambers at hospilals,

{Martin Regg Cohn, Toronfo
Stan

{Editorial Board, Toronfo Sum

By

O the campaign ral, sach poitical party has a godl of winning the massage of the day. Thers
s much strategy that goes nto what these messagss are and when they will rollsd-oull For
political campaign tsams, ¥ vou get the iming right and sxeoute weall, repeatedly winning the

meassage of the day can he 3 game changer.

The next Ontarnio general slection is scheduled for duns 7, 2018, So while Onlario s not
“officially” in an election campalgn, the silly season hag essentiafly begun and by all sccounts

the Ontano FOs won vesterday's message of the day through shrawd timing .

The Liberal government has had, for the most part, 8 good coupls of weeks in the media sines

releasing & balanced budgst full of goodiss on Al 27, Yasterday, the good news was

schedude to continue with the Minister of Energy introducing legisiation for the Falr Hydro Plan,
Fremisr Wynne had already put the issus of high elsciricily rates for rasidential customsss

ralativaly (o bed when she announced this pdan 1o out blls by 25 per cant in March, Forthe
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government, yesterday should have been another good news day of re-announcing a

commitment to remind volars of the significant rate cut they will be receiving.

Yhat likely came 38 & surprise for the government Thursday, and did not factor into thelr
communications plan for the day, was that the POs had i thelr possassion g confidential

governmeant document that revealed the Falr Mydro Plan will see electriclty rates soar 8.8 per

cent annually from 2082 1o 2027 and will then increase 10,5 par cont annually following that,

Aned this is where the shrewdness of the Himing comess iy

Acoording to the ¥ . the offine of Ontarlo PC Leader, Patrick Brown recshed this
confidential document shortly after 8 Libaral cabinet meeting it early March, While news liks
this would have made headiings regandless of whaen | was announced, walting forths day the
Government infroduced the legisiation on the Fair Hydro Plan, allowed for the moessags to shift

from electicily rates being cut o how high slectriofly rates will soar in the next ten vears,

The timing was perfect | put the Liberals on the defense at thelr own snnouncemesnt and gave

them a glimpse of what they can expect from Falrick Brown and his team going frward,

i they didiy't think § befors, vesterday indicatad 1o the Liberals that Patrick Brown should not be

underestimated,

N

Jessica Georgakopowins is g Consaltant of Navigaior Lid. She is g former Quserr's Pa

sfaffer

i
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Wednesday, May 17, 2047

PO Leader Patrick Brown will discuss Ontario’s affordabiiity oris

aliks are facing in Ondavio

Time: 1145 am.

is that businesses and families

Location: Fairmont Royal York MHotel, 100 Frond Sireet Wast, Toronto

REVE

Wednesday, May 17, 2847
Qusen's Park Press Gallery Spring Fling
Tine: 8:00 pm.

Location: Hart Houss, Unidversity of Toronio

Friday, May 26, 2017

infrastructure Minister Bob Chiarelli wilt speak on Ontanio’s historie infrastruciure investment

Time: 7485 am
Location: Farmont Chateau Laurier, 1 Ridegu Strast, Olfaws
REVR

Monday, May 298, 28¢7

Health Minister Bric Hosking will outiing the govemment's vision for iransforming health cars,

Time 1200 pom
Location: Canadian Room, Falrmont Royal York Hotel, 100 Front
REVP

Streat Wast, Toronto

(-,.m

The witl resume on Monday, May 185 2077
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