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On Weadnesday, Ontanio Financial Accouniability Officer Stephen Lellalr fHs
assessment that the Liberal govemment's Fair Mydre Plan will ower electricity bills by 25 per cent
immadiately, though long-term cosis {o the provines will reach 348 bilion over the next 28 years,
Ratepayers will save $24 billion for g nel expense of 821 billion. LeClalr questioned why the
governmeant is bankroliing the cuts through Ontarlo Power Genaration, which keeps the debt off

the province's books, and could add an sdditiona! 34 billion In interest costs, While opposition

parties are oriticlzing Premier Kathleen Wynne for this plan, she is 1 that Ontarians

damandead and deservad immediste relist

ina the Ontario Governiment announced the hiring o {0 convines
state officials not v pass a3 Buy American Bl Premier Kathisen Wynne s concemad the bl will
be approved over the weeksnd, posing new challenges (0 Onlario's sconomy. Trads helween
Ontario and Texas i primartly foocused in the tech, sutomaotive, and construction sectors, and
amounied o mors than USE1Z bilion last vear and 460,000 jobs. Wynne will join severad other

Premiers i1 & rip 1o Washington DO, next mosdh 1o promaode the benefils of fres trade,

Labour Minister Kevin Flynn released the

Tussday. The review provides legisiative changes to the provines's Employment Standeards Aot
and Labouwr Refations Aof Amaong the 173 recommendations, the review has acknowledged an
overall lack of knowledgs and understanding of waorkplace rights, and foousss on raizing the level
of knowlsdge and enforcament of Ontario’s labour laws, The recommendations foous on egual

pay, horeassd vacation entitlements, and closing legal loophales

Ontano’s new web-hased Inferactive Oploid Tracksr was announced in

iinister of Mealth Dr. Erie Hosking, Chief Medina! Officar of Meaith Dy, David Willlams, and
Chief Coroner for Ontario Birk Huyer. The tracker has more than 13 yvears worth of sialistics,
isting cases that regquired medical care, hospitalization, or death, The platform is primarily meant
10 be used by health-care workers, however i can be accessed by the general publin The
statement oifes the sieadily increasing opioid-relatad deaths in the provines sincs 2014, This
nitiative s part of 8 largey strategy 1o prevent oploid addiction and overdose in the province

in other news, May 31, 2007 will mark the on the Ontarin
Court of Justios bench. Justice Anastasia {(Stacey! Marls Nichols will preside in Orillia, Nichols

has specialized n orimingl law for the past 15 years of her carser
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rrie Goldstedln, Toronfo Sun

{konrad Yakabuski, The Glabs

“{Andre Martin, Toronfo Sum

{Editorial Board, Torondo Sian

By

O Monday, the Provinee released the final report from the Changing Workplaces Review and i
due to formally respong [ 88 recommendations very soon. I updating Ontario’s labour laws for

the 219 century, the review comes against the backdrop of heighiened sconamio amdety,

This review I8 necessary. The rige of the gig sconomy and the onset of pracarious work, coupled
with the continuing loss of lovesidiied high-wages labouwr intensive jobs o automation ang

globalization will eventually come {0 8 head,

That will have conseguences at the hallot bux, and so ballot box considerations will ditve the final

agisiation that Onlarilo Labowr Minister Kevin Flynn pressnts (o the legisiaturs before # rises for

the summess braake

The government s betting strong action on the file will he a vote-winnsar for. Coupled with the Fal

Hydra Flan and Falr Housing Plan, the government has staked oul 8 populist social justice
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agends i advance of the next slection,

After the release of & balanced budgst thal delivered 3 slew of new social program speanding,
Ontario Premisr Kathleen Wynne justified the programs 1o help the most vuinerable because of

Cntang's strong sconomic fundamentals,

it is trus though that all the proposed changes outined in the Changing Workplaces Review will

make the workplacs more inflexible, which could lsad 1o long-term and permanent job losses. Th

Ordario Chamber of Commerce already estimates that input costs have grown by 88 percantin

Ontario, varsus 8 28 per cent inorsass n the United Siates.

However, the government will win volers that want the frults of economic growth 1o be distributed
o them, There is 3 growing constituenoy of people with precarious work, Peopls iy lowe-skilled
high-wage jobs still see thelr work shipped overseas or disrupted by naw technologios,

They must be heard with aclion, not sististics and spreadsheets,

Strong government action on the sectors of the new sconomy will reassure a largs constiluency

of paopde who feel left behind
if thay don't go far enough, the govermnment suddaniy hecomes vulnerabls to altack from Iabowr
and the NDP. Hthey go too far, the governement will risk any economio oredibiiity they have with

the slectorate and cede more ground 1o the Prograssive Conservative opposition.

Their challengs will be whather they can balance thelr redistributive measurss while avoiding

unintended consequences that could wrack the eoonomy.

Kanivanan Chinniah is an Associale Consuliant af Navigator Lid
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Monday, May 2%, 2817
Health Minister Brio Hosking will outling the govemment’s vision for transforming heatth care,
Time: 12:00 pm

Location: Canadian Room, Falrmont Royal York Hotel, 100 Front Street Wast, Toronty
ROVP sy

Monday, June §, 387
Education Minister Mitzis Hunder will address the Economic Club of Canada,

Time 1130 am. - D30 om
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Location: terContinental Hatel, 225 Front Strest West, Toronto
REYP

Thursday, June §, 2847

GEA Conversations that Matter: Energy Planning Sovernance Reform
Thme T30 am, - 830 am,

Location: Offices of MolMilan LLP, 181 Bay Sirest, 44th FL, Toronio

The Qritario legisiature resumes on Monday, May 28, 20717
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