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268073751
Too many ‘'unknowry solar farms: Farmer
Northurrberland Today.com - Thu Mar 2 2017

Byline:Valerie Macdonald
Paga: A1/ Front

There gre oo many solar farms being bullt in the area west and south of Rice Lake
in Meorthumberland County that few know anvthing sbout, says longtime
Campbellcroftarea farmer John Kordas. About two weeks ago, Kordas said he
received a notice from ..

IESO-N-0009052



industry News

News - 186 Results

R AT AR e |

[ R TR e |

268040907
Premier Kathleen Wynne's hydro relief plan will kick in this
sSUmmer

thestar.com - Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline: Rob FergusonRobart Benzie

Fremier Kathleen Wynne will slash electricity prices this summer ~ just in time {o
cool ralepayers' anger over hydro bills that soar due to alr conditioner use. Wynne
wilh urveil the plan for an additional 17 per cent reduction in hydro ..

268044089
Announcement on cuts to Ontario hydro bills coming Thursday;
Announcement on culs to hydro bills coming

Canadian Press - Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline: Allison Jones

TORONTO - Cntario electricity ratepayers will learn Thursday how the Liberal
government plans to reduce their bills, which reportedly includes g move akinto

refinancing a mortgage that's being slammed as just kicking costs down the road. ..

268047012
Qur hydro hysteria generates hydro hypocrisy: Cohn

thestar.com - Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline:Martin Regg Cohn

Call it the 25 per cent solution - electrical and political. That's how much your hydro
bill will be reduced{ hitps.//www thestar.com/» } by Premier ..

268049086

Wil Kathisen Wynne's last-ditch hydro fix just add to the mess’?;
Wynne's haste on rates likely too late for 2018 vote, and plan has
possible negative long-term effects

theglobeandmail.com - Wed Mar 1 2017, 8.48em ET
Byline: ADAM RADWANSH]

Kathleen Wynne's Liberals are frantically trying fo make up for lost time in
addressing public fury over soating hydro bills heading into next year's Ontario
elaction. But if not too litlle, exactly, the governing party's new-found .

268035620
Plan to cut hydro rates is a reasonable response to real pain:
Editorial
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thestar.com ~ Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline:Star Editorial Board

Pramier Kathleen Wynne's move to cut Ontarians’ hydro bills by 25 per cent should
offer welcomae relief both for ratepavers and for a provincial government that has
been weating this issue like g millstone. While the cut is far too long in coming, ..

268039576
Chris Selley: Three parties are selling cheaper hydro., Will
Ontarians buy?

National Fost - Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline:Chris Salley

in eighteen months, the Ontario Liberals will attempt thelr moonshol: re-election,
even after ali they've done. At the moment, it seems nothing will hinder them in that
sndeavour ~ apart from all the other stuff ~ so much as the .

268063409

Stop - The Price Is Too High; Thibeault urged to kill wind, solar
gnergy program

Toronts Suny - Thu Mar 2 2017

Byline:Antorella Arluso
Page: AS

An Gntarie hydro distribution company is saying enough already with the high-priced

wind and solar energy the province kesps buying despile a glut of electricity in the
system. The board of Niagara-onthe-Lake Hydroe released an open .

268063485

Liberals will raise your taxes {0 offset hydro costs

Ottawa Surt - Thu Mar 2 2017

Byline: Patrick Brown

Page: AR

Kathleen Wynne and her Liberal government will try 1o make you believe they are

fixing this electricity mess, but every time they touch it they make tworse. Don't be
foolad by them: The Liberals will pay for their scheme by raising your taxes, ..

268032792
Resvely: Cutling today's hydro bills, for today's votes, with
tOmMOorrow's money

ottawacitizen.com - Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline: David Resvely, Otawa Cltizen

"Smocthing out” the costs of Ontario’s energy system by faking longer to pay off
generating contracts, as the Ontario Liberals are reporedly planning 1o do, means
borrowing from the fulure to make ourselves more comfortable now. The ..
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268055496
Bruce Power Life-Extension Program ranked top infrastructure
project of 2017

Kincardine News - Thu Mar 2 2017 Page: A3

The Bruce Power site is ashout has become an even busier place since its Life~
Exdension Program began on Jan. 1, 2016, On Feb. 21, Top 100 Projects
{top100projects. ca/2017fillers/} ranked Bruce Power's Life-Exdension Program ...

268068916

OPG job losses rumourad; Mavor attempting fo confirm with
energy minister

North Bay Nuggst ~ Thu Mar 2 2017

Byline:Jennifer Hamilfon-Mocharlies
Paga: A3

Morth Bay Mayer Al McDonald has been trying to confirm if employees at Ontario
Power Generation’s North Bay operation are {0 be transferred to other operations in
Ontario. McDonald sald he's been working on this for about four ..

268063725
Hydro costs stifling quail operation; Electricity costs skyrocket at
local farm despite consumption being reduced by 40 per cent

The Chatham Daily News - Thu Mar 2 2017
Byline: Ellwood Shreve
Page: A1/ Front

Over the past 12 vears, Scot and Cheryl Ryckman have developed an ideal niche
gperation with their quail farm in this east Chatham-Kent community. It's the only
one of its kind in Canada that produces quaill meat and the demand is high from
among ...

268022083
Yeridian Corporation, Whithy Hydro to Move Forward with Merger
Evaluations, Oshawa PUC Not to Proceed

Marketwired ~ Wed Mar 1 2017

DURHAM REGION, ONTARIO--{Marketwired - March 1, 2017) - The CEQ's of three
leading Ontario utilities who are currently evaluating the benefits of a mergesr,
namely Veridian Corporation {"Weridian™}, Gshawa Power and Utilities .

268036670
Hamilton developer really digs geothermal technology

thespec.com - Wad Mar 1 2017
Bylineromeneil@thespec.com

if's not the best economic climate for building condes with geothermal heating and
conling but developer Jeff Paikin says he's in for the long haul when it comes 1o
using the technology. Faikin's New Horizon Development Group is starting ..
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Clean nuclear will avoid billions in consumer cap and trade costs
Kircardine News - Thu Mar 2 2017

Bylinesdames Scongack

Page: AB

On dan. 1, 2017, Ontario’s new cap and trade program came into effect. In 3 genersl
sense, the program taxes operations that generate largs volumes of gresnhouse
gases (GHGs). it then redirects the tax revenue o new investmants meant to
reduce ..

268050278

Free LED lights, low-flow showerheads’? Alberta rolls out
residential energy savings plan

CBC.CA News - Wed Mar 1 2017, 827pm ET

Byline:OBC News

Alberta is roliing out an energy savings program which will cover the cost of LED
light bulbs, low-flow showerheads, smart thermostats and other cost savers

7 including installation ? as part of a five-year, $845-million program funded by the

268073751
Too many ‘unknown' solar farms: Farmer

Northumbariand Today.com ~ Thu Mar 2 2017
Byline:Valarie Macdonald
Page: At/ Front

There are too many solar farms being built in the area west and south of Rice Lake
in Northumbsertand County that few know anything about, says longtime
Campbellcroftarea farmer John Kordas.

About two weeks ago, Kordas said he received a notice from Renesola of
Mississaugua about a B00-kilowatt ground-mounted solar installation proposed for

8330 Ganaraska Rd., adjacent to his Tarm.

i is identified as Greenlife Solar 19, a project Renesola has taken over from
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Greenlife Projects Inc.

Kordas said he circulated the information to his neighbouwrs, but no one knew
anything about it. Neither did Municipality of Port Hope Deputy Mayor Greg Bums or
two area MPFs he contacted right afier that.

Kordas's concerns abiout the solar installation include whal he belisves will be an
adverse impact on land values on his own 850 acres, and the knowledge that his
hydro bills continue to go up as more green anergy projects spring up.

“We're not paying lower energy costs. That's encugh for me,” said the man whoe has
contacted local riding MPP Lou Rinaldi and neighbouring Peterborough MPF and
Agriculture Minister, Jeff Laal to protest more solar construction in the county.

Kordas says his farmily are mulligenerational working farmers, and the land slated
for solar panels is good agricultural land which he used o rent and fanm himsell |
makes no sense o convert it to a solar farm, as far as he is concerned.

When contacted for his comments on the situation, Rinaldi said his office has asked
the Ministry of the Environment to clarify the status of the Ganaraska Road acreags
where the solar farm is 1o be built, and is awaiting information.

Classes 1, 2 and 3 of agricultural lands cant be used for solar, he said, but "beyond
Class 3 it is permissible ”

initially, the Agriculture Ministry identified the land as Class & (which would not be
prime agricuiiural land), but since then sald more investigation is needed to be done
hefore # could verify what the land class is.

Minister Leal is aware of Kordas's concermns, a spokesperson for his office said, but
an awailed statement on the situation from Leal was not received after two days of
promises {(see sidebar).

At this time, there are two very large solar farms in operation in West
Northumberland - one is south of Rice Lake on Alderville First Nation tand, and the
other is nertheast of Baltimore in Hamilton Township.

When reached for comment about the former Greenlife Solar Projects taken over
by Rensola, headquartered at 5650 Tomken Rd. inMississauga, Rensola's
consiruction manager Brendan Phillips, said of the 20 projects it has in Ontario, five
of them are in West Northumberland, There is a sixth with no set focation at this
time.

“II's complicated,” was all Phillips would say about the sixth project during &
Tuesday interview.

All of the five West Northumberland solar farm installations "have FIT3 contracts,
yves " he zaid of permission given by the provincially created Independent Electricity
Systern Operator for his company to go forward and construct the five projects in
Wast Northumberland. They must be in operalion by Aprll of 2018 1o comply with
thelr contracts.

Construction is expecied to start this vear ont 1. G24, 3 500-kilowatt solar farm at
County Roads 9@ and 158 north of Harwood in Harmilton Township,
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2061, 8 250-kiowatt solar fanm at 2882 Shelter Valley Rd., northeast of Vernonville
and north of Highway 401 in Alnwick/Haldimand Township.

3. 312, 8 500-kilowalt solar farm at 171 Isaac Rd. near County Road 9, alse north of

Highway 401 in Alnwick/Haldimand.

4. G868, a 100-kilowatt solar farm at 88 Moore Rd. in Alnwick/Haldimand near the
boundary with Cramahe township.

8. 319, a 500-kilowatt solar farm proposed for 6330 Ganaraska Rd., immedialely
west of Bewdley on Rice Lake, in the Municipality of Port Hope.

A public information meeting is being scheduled for the end of this month with the
Municipality of Port Hope su people can attend and ask guestions about the
Ganaraska Road solar project, Phillips said, adding that. anyone can reach him at
705 241-3514 or at brendan. phillips@renezsola.com.

He also sald the Ganaraska Road solar project’s soil is not prime agriculfural land,
according to a study that has been done.

Another public meeting has been set up with Alnwick/Haldimand for Aprit 18 at 7
p.m. at the Graften Town Hall coneerning Rensela’s Moore Road solar installation,
he alse said.

“We are more than happy to talk with anyone about these projects and help this
process along.”

Asked if public opposition can stop these five selar farms, for which the company
has confracts, Phillips said he did not believe so.

At this time, Hamilton Township council has taken the position not to support any

more groundmount solar farms, given the problems related to the construction of the

Balimore-area facility. Silt and water ran off the hilly grounds of the solar farm into
streams, neighbouring properties and readways during #s construction. A lawsuit
was intigted.

Alnwick/Haldimand council has supporied some of the solar farms Rensola is
constructing within its borders, but has not taken a position on the Moore Road
project.

The provincially created Independent Electricity System Operator grants Feed In
Tardif contracts to companies like Renscla and Greenlife. And while planning and
construction matiers are usually dealt with at municipal and county levels, that does
not include facilities and projects under the Green Energy Act and FIT programs.
That authorily lles with the provincial government and the [ESO.

There is currently a provincially imposed moraterium on projects larger than 500

b
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268040907
Premier Kathleen Wynne's hydro relief plan will kick in this
SUMMer

thestar.com - Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline:Rob FergusonRuobent Bangle

Premier Kathleen Wynne will slash eleciricity prices this summer ~ just in time to
cool ralepayers’ anger over hydro bills that soar due to air conditioner use.

Wynne will unvell the plan for an additional 17 per cent reduction in hydro rates
Thursday at Queen's Park. That's alop the 8 per cent rebate on the provincial
harmonized sales tax launched two months ago, the first phase of the Liberals' 25
par cent solution.

"When we're making significant changes to the electricity sector . . . people are
xpecting us to do this right)” Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault said after a three-
hour cabinet meeting Wednesday where the plan was finalized.

"I'm making sure that we don't have to ever do this again,” said Thibeault

As first disclosed Wednesday by the Star {(www.thestar.com} - before the measure
had even gone o cabinet - Wynne's plan is designed to turn down the political heat
on the Liberals.

With hydro rates doubling over the past decade, the governing party is struggling in
the polls with an slection 66 weeks away - June 7, 2018

Opposition parties seemed blindsided by the Liberal proposal, claiming that saving
money by spreading the costs of electricity generation contracts over a longer time
period is a "shell game "

The tactic will save ratepayers money now but cost more down the road and do litlle
to tackle high underlying costs in the electricity system, critics insisted.

"The money needs to come from somewhere. Wil this government come clean and
achnowledge that?” Progressive Conservative Leader Patrick Brown said in the
Legislature's daily question period.

“They have crealed a mess,” sald Brown, whose electora! fortunes are largely riding
on voters being upset with the Liberals and demanding a change next year,

The New Democrats are alse banking on Wynne's popularity remaining low in order
to defeat the Liberals, who have been in powsr since 2003

“What they're proposing are short-termn, stop-gap measures,” Deputy NDP Leader
Jagmeet Singh later told reporters.
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"The interest payments are going fo put more moeney in the hands of bankers,” said
SBingh.

Thibeault evaded specific guestions on how much the longer amartization of costs -
which he called "snowplowing” - could add to hydro bills down the road.

He slammed a plan released by the NDP {(www.thestar.com) on Monday o cut rates
between 17 per cent and 30 per cent as unrealistic and oriticized the Conservatives
for not having any proposal.

Tory MPP Tedd Simith, his party's energy critic, said that manifesto will come
sometime after a policy convention in November.

Sources told the Star the Libersis' reduction in rates will come mostly from
"smoothing oul” the financing costs of electricty generation contracts over longer
periods of time.

it is essentizlly refinancing a mortgage to take advantage of lower payments over a
longer term on nuclear reactors, natural gas-fired power plants, and wind turbines.

By extending the amortization periods over the life of nuclear, natural gas and wind
and solar projects instead of g 20-year time period cowld, officials say the cost of
contracted generation could be slashed by more than $1.5 billion annually.

FRatepayers would see the impact on the "global adjusiment” line of their hydro bill
within months.

That's the charge added o bills 12 years ago by former Liberal premier Dalton
MeGuinty {o cover the cost of the 350 billion in power contracts with public and

private generators who are paid more than the market price for their electricity.

it is needed because those producers are on the hook for building and maintaining
anough generation capacily to ensure a reliable power supply.

The levy aiso covers the premiums paid to green energy generators, such as wind
and solar companies who sell electricity o the grid.

Queen's Parlcis glso planning to end the praciice of electricity ratepayers
subsidizing social programs that hand over up to $65 a month to low-income
Ontarians struggling with hydre costs.

That burden will instead be transferred fo taxpayers.

Finance Minister Charles Sousa indicated it won't impact his plan to get the province
back in the black this spring.

"I'm very proud to say that we're balancing the books,” the treasurer said.

5l

268044089
Announcement on culs to Ontario hydro bills coming Thursday;
Anncuncement on cuts to hydro bills coming
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Canadian Press -~ Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline Allison Jonss

TORONTO - Ontario electricity ratepayers will learn Thursday how the Liberal
government plans to reduce their bills, which reportedly includes a move akin to
refinancing a morigage that's being slammed as just Kicking costs down the road.

The plan is to stash soaring hydro bills by ancther 17 per cent largely by paying the
costs of slectricity generation contracts over longer periods, Toronto Star reported
Wadnesday.

The Liberal government faces no bigger political issue at the moment than hydro
Bills, which have nearly doubled in the last decade, and Premier Kathieen Wynne
had promised that further relief - in addition to an eight-per-cent rebate that fock

affect Jan. 1~ would be announced before the spring budget.

Wynne and Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault are set o make their announcement
Thursday moming. After a cabinet meeting Wednesday afternoon, Thibeault
wouldn't say whether relief would come all at once or in phases.

“Iwould like to see it all done at once 1o ensure that we can get the best bang for
every ratepayer's dollar,” he said.

i could take some time to take effect, if regulatory changes or legislalion are
needed, Thibeaul said, but it could perhaps be made retrogotive.

Progressive Conservative Leader Patrick Brown said the reported plan would just
shift costs from people's hydro bills fo tax bills.

"The money needs to come from somewhere” he said. "Will this government come
clean and acknowledge that in their leaked plan, taxes are going to go up? They're
simply playing a shell game”

Thibeault said Cntaric Power Generation did something similar to reduce nuclear
refurbishment cost incresses.

"It's something that OFG has recognized that works, but for us inferms of our
stmeothing - or our rate mitigation plans, we're not putling anything out there right
now,” he said.

Energy consultant Tom Adams said in g blog post that the plan would create a "big
new electricity debt” in order {o make rates "appear” to decrease.

“in a nutshell, Wynne's plan is to stretch out the recovery of current electricity
genaration costs over a longer time perind than currently is the vase,” he wrote.

it's not clear whether the underlying contracts would be extended or if the Ontario
Electricity Financial Corporation, which manages the debl of the former Onlario
Hydro, would fund the difference, Adams wrote.

The Star reported the benefit from the plan would be more than $1.5 billion a year,
reflected in decreased global adjustment costs.

The global adjustment, which accounts for up to 70 per cent of electiicity rates, is
the charge consumers pay for above-market rates paid to power producers in 20-
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year contracts meant {o ensure a steady supply.

Auditor general Bonnie Lysyk has estimated the global adjustment cost $50 billion
between 2006 and 2015 and increased by 1,200 per cent between 2008 and 2013 -
meanwhile, the average slectrichy market price dropped by 48 per cent.

NP deputy leader Jagmest Singh said the reported plan wouldn't address the oot
causes of problems within the electricity system, such as the high-paying, long-term
contracts.

"“When they falk about srmoothing out payments . that means extending & bad
contract and by extending it the interest payments are going to put more money in
the hands of bankers,” he said

The NDP on Monday presented its plan to lower hydro bills, and it included
renegotiating power contracts they say have led to high costs and an oversupply of
anargy.

The government will also shift the Ontarie Electricity Support Program for low-
income customers o the tax base, rather than being funded by other ratepayers, the
Star reporied.

Wynne has previously signalled that more savings will be coming for rural and
northern ratepayers, who face significantly higher costs than urban customers, and
Thibeault has suggested that changes are on the way for time-cf-use pricing.

T

268047012
Our hydro hysteria generates hydro hypocrisy: Cohn

thestar.oom - Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline:Mantin Regg Cohn

Call it the 25 per cent solution - electrical and political.

That's how much your hydro bilt will be reduced {(www.thestar.com) by Fremier

Kathleen Wynne this year,

That also happens to be the perceniage level her Liberal government has been
reduced to in recent public opinion polls.

Rising rates and plummeting polis have jolted Wynne into an emergency response.
And repentance.

FReaching for the political equivalent of a defibrillator, the premier is deploying a
high-voltage electrical shook to revive her government on its deathbed. When itis
formally released Thursday, her plan - first revealed by my Star colleagues
{www.thestar.com) - will be dissed and dismissed, dubbed a shell game within a
political game.

The critics will be right. But when a province falis viclirn i hydro hysteria
{www.thestar.com) - wrongly accused of having the highest electricity rates in North
America, and wrongly blamed for Killing jobs ~ well, fwo wrongheaded crificisms can
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still make the critics sound right in the end.
Not se much a ssif-fulfilling prophesy as self-serving hypocrisy.
Forwe would be wise 1o abide by the old adage: Be careful what you wish for.

Oniarians have long bought into the dream that we could all buy low-cost electricity
in perpetuity, as in neighbouring Quebec and Manitoba. Never mind that we fack
thelr geography, with their bounty of cheap hydro power,

Lacking their abundant rescurces, we opled for rescurcefulness: Financial
anginesring to pay for our nuclear enginsering.

Now, the Liberals are dipping into the well again, buying off voters with thelr own
money. Ontarians wanted cheaper hydro, and henceforth they shall have it

But lower prices, as we learmned long ago, come at a cost. Financial shortouts have
long-terrn conseguences.

Consume now, pay later. It's the Cntario way.

Whether or not you think the latest plan is necessary, U's not necessarily nutty.
Experts have told the government that maost of our electricity infrastructure has a
much longer useful life than the 20 years it has typically been banking on.

Like homeowners who grow weary of an overly-aggressive amortization that pays
down thelr mortgage in 20 years instead of 25 - leaving them house-rich but cash-
poor - ratepayers are looking for relief. The government's remedy is 1o smooth out
the cost cuwrve, stretching out the amortization of our electriclty assets - nuclear and
gas-fired power plants or wind turbines - further into the future, so that ratepayers
don't have to bear as much of the burden upfront.

The Liberals are also shifting an electricity subsidy for low-income ratepayers onto
the tax base, on the grounds that it's a social program, not a hydro proegram. In total,
the government expects to reduce bills for all ratepayers by roughly 17 per cent.

And as previcusly announced (www.thestar.com} . they are rebaling the &-per-cent
provincial portion of the much-hated HET on electricity, as demanded by the
opposition over the vears. Taken together, i hits the psychological hurdle of a 25-
per-cent drop in hydre bills,

Will veters buy 17 Or grumble about being bought off with thelr own money?

Urban residents who barely noticed their hydre bills - internet and mobile bills are
rising faster - will wonder about the windfall Rural ratepayers who cormplain about
higher delivery charges probably won't be pacified.

Will hydro’s high price points remain a talking point, right up to the next election in
20187 Cr will this perennial issue fade away, as it has in previous years, now that
the Liberals have cauterized the electrical bum®?

Rightly or wrongly, the Liberals realized they couldn do nothing. Unlike the
Frogressive Conservatives under opposition leader Fatrick Brown, who have said
nothing about how they would reduce hydro bills {(heyond overstating the alleged
costs),
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The New Democrats pre-empled the government earlier this week with a quickie
plan of their own to reduce hydro bills even more - by up to 30 per cent. Their
proposal came only after years of conspicucusly aveiding any conerete solutions
beyond an HET holiday (they keep counting on Cltawa to forgive the rest of the tax).

A mwore valid criticlam is that the Wynne government is merely deferring costs, not
cutling them. Fair point, though the ususl targets - renewable energy, cancelled gas-
fired power plants, and nuclear rebuilds ~ are not quite the culprits that critics love to
lambaste (And in fairmess, the Liberals have dialled down some of the more cosily
green ensrgy (www.thestar.com) pregrams in recent years).

Like all three major parties in government, the Liberals are guilty of their fair share of
blunders - notably what 've called the stealih privatization of power plants over the
vears, and the sell-off of Hydro Gne. Bud the real reason rates rose so rapidiy is that
the Liberals rebuilt 3 crumbling electricily infrastructure, and iried to pay down the
hated debt retirement charge {(www.thestar.com) - both inherited from the Tories.

Eventually, the bills come dus and repairs become overdue. By and large, the big
cost increases of the past decade can't simply be wished away ~ until election day.

Fvou're g veter dreaming of paving less for hydro, vour wish may soon come trus.
For better or for worse.

Martin Regg Cohn's political column appears Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
meohn@thestar ca{mailtomeohn@ithestarca ), Twilter: @reggechn

T

268049086

Will Kathieen Wynne's last-ditch hydro fix just add to the mess?;
Wynne's hasle on rates likely too late for 2018 vote, and plan has
possible negative long-term effects

thaglobeandmail.com ~- Wed Mar 1 2017, 948pm ET
Byline: ADAM RADWANSK]

Kathleen Wynne's Liberals are frantically trying to make up for lost time in
addressing public fury over scaring hydre bills heading into next year's Ontario
slection,

But if not too fittle, exactly, the governing parly's new-found urgency on the matter
may very well be too late ~ both to help it recover from its dismal poll numbers, and
to provide the province with a serious solution fo a pricing problem decades in the

making.

Courtesy of a plan brought before provincial cabinet on Wednesday, the Liberals are
set to claim that residential hydro bills will soon be fully 25 per cent lower than this
time last year. To achieve that, they have setlled - in addition {o & rebate of the 8-
per-cent provincial sales tax announcead fast fall - on a "smoothing out" of energy
costs that strefches costs of powsr-generation coniracts over & longer period than
the contracts currently allow.

if's not a crazy idea, in theory. In an op-ed published earlier this weel in The Globe
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and Mail, approvingly cited by a source in the Premier's office, a quartet of
professors from ivey Business School made a reasonable case that the useful
lifespans of generation assets such as wind turbines and gas-fired power plants - on
which Cntario uliliies have spent billions of dollars over the past decade - will
exceed contracts that are typically for 20 years. So it makes sense, the authors
argued, to try to spread some of those contracis' costs to after that 20-year period -
possibly by offering generators with existing contracts the opportunily to bid on new,
longer ones.

But while reopening the contracts might have been an enticing aption for the
Liberals if they had moved on it sooner, it would not fit their political needs now.
They need savings to be felt by ratepayers before the 2018 campaign starts and
protracted negaotiations would not allow that. And a government that spent years
mired in a scandal involving the sudden cancellation of power-plant contracts
around a previous election knows full well - and is constantly reminded by the
energy sector - that it would have o move extra~cautiously around any altempt fo
change the terms of axisting deals. That leaves the government, the scurce
acknowledged, embracing a second aption raised by the lvey professors: using
public funds to subsidize rate culs by energy utilities, until those expensive existing
contracts have expired.

in the op-ed, even this latter option sounds Tairly legical. Subsidies would be
designed to squal the difference between annual amortization under the current
contracts, and what that amortization would be if calculated according to assets’
actual lifespans. it would purportedly be an sasy cost for the govemnment {o absorb
gven if it contributes to a budget deficit, given historically low interest rates, and
somewherg in the 2030s, money would be returmned fo provincial coffers because
then the amortization gap would work the other way.

But a3 the actual policy is rolled out by the province, the timing and garly messaging
- as well as history - offer ample cause for skepticism.

A party facing imminent defeat, and already flailing about trying 1o make pocketbook
angst go away {maost obviously with a recent about-face on the merits of read tolis},
does not seem ideslly suited to crafling a sophisticated mode! to flallen costs over
decades.

The 25-per-cent figure - in which a few other surprise mechanisms to come are also
stpposed to play a role - does not provide reassurance. Maybe the government was
happily surprised fo find that its proposed measures arrived at such a nice, round
number, but i might also be that it is trving to make complicated policies fit an
arbitrary targst.

And if you're familiar with past intersections of Ontario's elections and its energy
systern, the echoes are eerie. There is a long, sorry record of governments trying to
buy goodwill (or ease anger) by trying to manipulate hydro prices - both Bob Rae's
NDF and Emie Eves's Progressive Conservalives doing the system huge damage
with rate freszes as they unsuccessiully tried to hold office.

The Liberals have flirted with similar stuff for vears, with Dalton MeGuinty (in 2010)
and Ms. Wynne (last year) using public funds fo pay for energy rebates - a
somewhat problematic premise, since it uses money collected from all taxpayers fo
the particular benefit of those whoe consume the most eleciricity. But what they're
now pitching is & more structurally significant attempt to change the way energy is
priced.
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At this point, they might feel they don't have much choice. Overdue but expensive
investment in the energy infrastructure during Mr. MeGuinty's first term, followed by
a disastrous gamble on green energy in his second, has given way to public
demand for something dramatic {o be done about prices that have risen wildly
above inflation. And the opposition parties - the NDPF already making & dubicus
promise of a 30-per-cent rate cut, the FCs for now playing coy - will inevitably make
it sound all too sasy fo turn back the clock to when power was relatively cheap.

But if one of those parties wins office, it will at least have to live with the
consequences of its own decisions. The worry with the Liberals, who might be too
late now o atone with voters for past mistekes no matter what they do, is that their
last-ditch clean-up attempt will just add to the mess that the next government wades
inte.

Foliow this link to view this story on globeandmail.com: {(www.theglobeandmail.com}

268035620
Plan to cut hydro rates is a reasonable response to real pain:
Editorial

thastar.com ~ Wed Mar 1 2017
Byline: Star Editorial Board

Pramier Kathleen Wynne's move to cut Ontarians' hydro bills by 25 per cent should
offer welcome relief both for ratepayers and for 3 provincial government that has
been weating this issues like a millstone.

While the cut is far teo long in coming, Wynne deserves oredit for acting decisively
after she took personal responsibility last fall for rising public anger over hydro rates,
calling it her own "mistake”

The move, apparently approved by cabinet on Wednesday, is a constructive
response. i's better thought-out than the New Democratic Party's plan to cut hydro
prices, and miles ahead of the few unhelpful ideas put Torward by Progressive
Conservative Leader Patrick Brown,

The Liberals, according to exclusive reporting by the Star's Robert Benzie and Rob
Ferguson {(www.thestar.com) , plan to stretch the financing costs of the wide array of
slectricity generation contracts that Ontario has signed over the vears to pay for
nuclear reactors, natural gas-fired gensrators, wind turbines, solar pansls and
hydroslectric power.

This is similer in principle to arranging for lower morigage payments in exchangs for
taking a longer time to pay. Whils the move doesn't erase the miscaloulations and
bad deals made over the years, it should achieve two goals - making sure the lights
stay on while bringing real relief to consumers.

True, the rate cuts amount mainly to rejigging how we'll pay, not the total amount.
While Ontarians will pay less now, we will still pay the same amount eventually and
it will take longer to dig out from under the legacy of bad decisions mads by
governments of all political stripes over many years.
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Nevertheless, taking longer to pay I8 a reasonable response to real pain. if's
consistent with Energy Minister Glenn Thibeaul's comments in the legislature that
the much-needed rebuilding Ontario’s electrical system "actually came at the
expense of many families.”

Recognizing that modermizing the system costs money and that the burden should
be shared reasonably puts Ontario’s enerygy policy on a better frack. 's the right
approach fo improving infrastructure: we constantly repair and improve our roads,
for example, but we stretch the cost over time o make it more affordable. And we
expect all axpayers, not just drivers, to shoulder the cost.

if's g sensible approach that is sadly missing from both NDP and Tory proposals to
deal with high hydro rates.

The NDP's 13-page plan misses the mark by a wide margin. It heads in the wrong
direction by calling for the unslected Ontario Energy Board to have a wider mandats
o review political decisions on energy, which is the job of volers,

The NDP also relies on asking the federal government 1o stop charging s S-per-
cent portion of the HET on hydro bills. (Wynne's Liberals have already removed the
B-percent provincigi portion. } Does NDP Leader Andrea Horwath truly believe the
federal Liberal government would come to the rescue of her party on this issue?

The other area where the NDF misses the point is in linking the privatization of
Hydro One to hydroe bills. While there are good reasons to question the
government's selloff of the utility and how that's being done, when it comes {o rates
privatization is a red herring. Rates began climbing and bad decisions were mads
while Hydro CGne was entirely in public hands; there's no evidence that keaping it
public would make this parlicular problerm any better.

Az for the PCs and Brown, their response to the real hardship many Ontarians have
suffered from their bills is just sad. Brown has repeated the lie that Ontarie’s hydre
rates are the highest in North America. They're not and he knows it

He criticizes the plan because "the money neeads o come from somewhera.” Indeed
it does - but so what? Unlike Wynne, he won't say how much he would lower rates.
His party promises a plan next fall. That's far too late; the debate is going on now.

The weak response from the PCs is ingdequate Tor people who aspire to lead
Ontario. While Wynne's plan may not be perfect, it's a step in the right direction.

268039576

Chris Selley: Three parties are selling cheaper hydro. Will
Ontarians buy?

National Post ~ Wed Mar 1 2017

Byline:Chris Selley

in gighieen months, the Ontaric Liberals will alternpt thelr moonshotl: re-slection,

even after all they've done. At the moment, it seems nothing will hinder them in that
endeavour - apart from all the other stuff - s0 much as the remarkable surge in
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Ontarians' hydre bills in recent years. And so, hydro customners of Ontario, yvour
votes are now up for auction.

Would 25-per-cent-off tickle your fancy? According to a Toronto Star report on
Wednesday, that's what the Liberals are aiming for with a plan to refinance the
government's contraots with electricity producers - essentially paying less every
yaar, but for more years. The 28-per-cent would reportedly include the eight-per-
cent "rebate” - which is {0 say a taxpayer subsidy to ratepayers - anncunced in
September.

Energy Minister Glenn Thibgault would neither confirm nor deny any specific plans
on Wednesday, but a recent analysis by researchers at the vey Energy Policy and
Management Centre at Western Univarsity suggested such a plan might save the

provinee $1.7 billion iy energy-production costs in 2018, or ahout eight per cent of
the total.

Of course, refinancing your house doesn’t make your house cheaper. "The quid pro
fuo is that consumers would pay more for slectricity in the future to reflect the
longer amortization period,” the researchers wrote in the Globe and Mall,
“specifically during the years beyond the end of the original contract and up o the
useful life of the generation assels”

Feh. Surely we can do better than that. Do | hear 32 per cent? Thatl's what the NDP
is flogging, along with itz special orange sauce. "(The Libsral) plan is to help
bankers; our plan is to directly help people,” deputy leader Jagmest Singh told
reporters Weadnesday. (Hey there, friend - don't you hate bankers?)

if's & very NOP plan. In addition to the standard poking around in contracts in search
of escape clauses and cheap methods of renegotiation or cancellation, they want
the province to sell slectricity the way i sells aleohol - that is, they think customers
should pay the same for the juice no matter how much it costs to get the juice to
them Thus the 32-per-cent discount would benefit rural Ontarians, who currently
pay more for juice transport, the average reduction would be 17 per cent.

Being New Democrats, they also dislike the supply-and-demand component of the
current systemn: they would scrap peak and off-peak pricing, because i stresses out
senior citizens, morms and other sympathetic stock characters and their stock
families. They would buy back the portions of Hydro One we've already sold off,
both for its profits and on principle, and consider shutting down the Pickering
nuctear plant ahead of schedule in the Tace of huge surplus supply. They would ask
Citawa to knock the HBT off electricity, in exchange for ... well, how about a
commemeorative plagque? And they would strike a panel of penny-pinching experts o
find yet further lucrative savings, because they're always in the last place you look.

Related

Kelly McPariand: Kathleen Wynne tries to outrun her own 'suboptimal cutcomes’
with Magical Re-election Show {news.nationalpost.com}

Rex Murphy: In Ontario, the taxpayers sustain Wynne's green energy perpetual
motion disaster (news.nationalpost.com}

Ontaric PCs close in on majority terrtory as Wynne's support continues o plummet,
poll says {(news.hationalpost.com)
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The Progressive Conservatives, as yet, have nothing fo offer you except a
guarantee that an offer is coming. If either of their opponents’ plans {as reported in
the Liberal case) were particularly impressive, ohe might say they had missed the
boat As neither of tham is, one might simply hope the Torles are taking their time to
come up with something betler - which might well not mean bigger.

The chances are pretly slim that salvation awaits via any plan short of legisiating
contracts out of existence. Surely Liberals have been desperate enough for long
enough to pick and eat any low-hanging fruit. That's not to say your hydre bills
riightn't go down - and scon. The Liberals are desperate, and when the Liberals are
desperate they make things happen. But & lower hydre bill lsn't much use if Queen's
Park is taking the money out of your other pocket while vou're turning the air
conditioning back up.

if the slection were tomorrow, this would all be fair enough: #'s a policy debate on an
impertart issue. But the Liberals will want to be able {o point to cheaper hydro bills,
not just promise them, and they have time to make that happen. Thibeaull insists he
wants {0 "get i right” - but # depends what "I is. The last circumstance in which you
want any government crafting policy on & tricky file is in a panic, tied with pink eye in
the polls and with an election looming. Knowing what the Liberals specifically are
capable of in that circumstance, and on this very file, one worries short-term relief
might come at even greater long-term cost

. Email: ceelley@nationalpost. com{maiito:cselley@nationalpost.com ) Twilter:
csellay (twitter.com)

Top

268063409
Stop - The Price Is Too Migh; Thibsault urged to kill wind, solar
ENergy program

Toronte Sun - Thuy Mar 2 2017
Byline: Antonaiia Artuso
Page: AS

An Ontario hydro distribution company is saying enough already with the high-priced
wind and solar energy the province keeps buying despite a ghut of electricity in the
system.

The board of Niagara-onthe-Lake Hydro released an open statement Wednesday
that asked Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault to kill the FIT 5 program - the latest
round of renewable energy procuremant - before the contracts are signed.

NOTL Hydro says the program gusrantess 20-year contracts to wind and solar
anergy suppliers at above-market rate prices.

3 gre not against renews y gaeneratic , W are g ainst the SIERTY F 4 &
“We are not against renawable generation, we are against the method of how the
province is procuring it Jim Ryan, chairman of NOTL Hydro, said in the slatement.

Ne ¢ continue 330 million here & i 2 ) 0O
"“We cannot continue to add 330 million here and 320 million there 1o the overall cost
and not realize that this is geing to have a cumulative impact. Teday's high prices
are evidence of this"

The distribution company says it analyzed the financial impact of FIT 4, the last
round of mostly solar renewable procurements, completed last June.
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"Cintario electriclty consumers will be paying an estimated $27 4 million a year over
and ghove the already high cost of slectricity in Ontario and will contribute another
$61 million to the Global Adjustment each vear” the statement savs.

"The generation being built under these contracts, predominately solar, will begin
proeducing electricily in 2017 and 2018 and will continue to generate high-priced
electricity over the 20-year life of these contracts”

The board went on o say that i believes in renewable energy but argued i should
be procured hased on the "market demand at commercially acceptable prices.”

A response from Thibeault's office was not immeadiately available.
agrtusog@postmedia.com

268063485
Libarals will raise vour taxes to offset hydro costs

Citawa Sun - Thu Mar 2 2017
Byline: Patrick Brown
Page: AS

Kathleen Wynne and her Liberal government will try to make you belisve they are
fixing this electricity mess, but every time they touch i, they make it worse.

Don't be fooled by them: The Liberals will pay for their scheme by raising your taxes,

and your electricity rates will increase again the moment they have the chance.

Their plan will only end up punishing Ontarians by putling us on the hook for their
colossal failure that has led to skyrockeling electricity prices.

QOrtario once had some of the most competitive electricity rates in North America.
We've plummeted to having soms of the highest and fastest rising.

The cost of electricity when the Liberals took power was 4.3 cents. If's now gone up
te 18 cents, or in other words a 400% increase - the fastest rising rates in North
America.

Don't forget, it was this Liberal government that caused this problem. They
intreduced the Green Energy Act, otherwise known as the Bad Contracts Act.

The global adjustment, otherwise known as Wynne's mismanagement cost, was
also introduced by Liberals and has magnified the cost of hydro 1o new heights. This
pays for the cost of thelr bad contracts. Since 2008, we've given away $8 killion in
surplus energy as g result, fo places like Michigan, Pennsybvania, Ohic and New
York.

it has only been the Ontario Progressive Conservative Party to call Tor the repeal of
this act. We will not sign any more of these contracts, and we will dig inte each one
of these contracts for exit clauses.

We will also review and rein in exorbitant executive salaries in the electricity sector,
which the Liberals defend while Ontarians suffer financially month to month. The
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Hydro Cne CEO should not make $4 million a year.

And we will stop the fire sale of Hydre One because it means we will lose control of
rate increases in the future.

Wynne admiited that she made this mistake last fall, and this was echoed last week
by her energy minister,

Howaver, they never felt a hint of regret when they coliected enormous political
donatiens from wind and solar companies. Between 2008 and 2016, the Wynne
Liberals shelled out 30 green energy contracts to companies that collectively have
donated $1.3 the province w million to the Ontarie Liberal Party.

Oniarfans cannot be fooled: The Wynne Liberals will negotiste more of these bad,
overpriced wind and solar contracts with their donor friends, and it will come at a
huge cost to taxpayers.

Your rates will go up again, Your taxes will go up.

The Liberals don't have a history of listening {o ratepayers, or our auditor generals,
on this issue. They snubbed the auditor general in 2011 who warned these bad
contracts would rapidly escalate electricity rates. They snubbed the auditor general
in 2015 who pegged the cost to Ontarians at $37 billion in overpayments, with a
price tag of $133 billion by 2032, And they have snubbed every ratepaysr who has
been suffering with hydro bills for vears.

The Liberals had a chance to exit the very costly Samsung wind energy contract
and save taxpayers billions, but instead rejected that option.

Ontario’s energy system is not the envy of North America. We are the laughing
stock, and businesses across il tell you why this is damaging our provincs.

Dont let them say to vou that this is a commitment {o green energy. We arent
running our hydreelectricity plants at full tilt, including Niagara Falls and planis in

Northern Cntario. This is very reliable and underused green enesrgy.

The Wynne Liberals are only concerned about this crisis because they want o get
re~elected in 2018, This is why they didn't act years ago.

Brown is the leader of the Ontarie PC Party

268032792
Reevely: Cutlting today's hydro bills, for today's votes, with
tOMOrrow's money

oftawacitizen.com - Wad Mar 1 2017
Byline: David Reevely, Otawa Citizen

“Smocthing oul” the costs of Ontario’s energy system by taking longer o pay off
generating contracts, as the Cntaric Liberals are reportedly planning to do, means
borrowing from the future to make ourselves more comfortable now.
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The Toronto Star reported the government’s plan Wednesday morning
{www.thestar.com}, citing unnamed sources speaking before Premier Kathleen
Wynne had made sure her cabinet was on board. "We will make sure that we have
immediate relief for Ontarians in the very near fulure, but no decisions have been
made ai this fime," Energy Minister Glenn Thibeaull told the legislature.

As described, the plan is like refinancing a mortgage, taking longer to pay it and
increasing the total amount you owe in exchangs Tfor smaller monthly payments
now. A typical power contract pays off the generaling company's capital expenses,
plus operating costs and profit, over 20 years. If that contract pays the company 10
cents a kilowatt-hour, maybe we can extend it a decade bul lower the price fo sight
cents a kilowatt-hour.

Yes, we're locked in for 10 more years and the contract will be worth more to the
company in the end, but boorn we've cut the immediate cost by 20 per cent.

The idea makes political sense. After 15 years in power the Liberals will be in rough
shape for 2018 no matter what, but no singte thing hurts them more than the
monthly bifls we get full of oryptic arithmetic that always seems to add up to higher
and higher numbers. Extending contracts is essentially a finance gimmick but it
would make an immeadiate difference.

When he was the energy minister, Oltawa West-Nepean MPP Bob Chiarelli would
talk about how we were suffering through a temporary bulge in our hydro bills. This
was misteading, in that the bulge would never narrow again, but at least years of
sya-bugging increases would be followed by relative stability. We'd get a lot of
expensive things done, like upgrading those nuclear plants and replacing dirty coal-
fired generating stations with windmills and gas, and then ease up.

A Liberal policy of overspending on gresn-energy contracts is part of the problem.
Mis-estimating demand and buying more generation than we need is part of the
problem. But alse, and more than anything else, Ontario’s power system got rickety
hecause of decades of underspending on both generating plants and transmission
wires and we had o make up for it Even worse, the Cntario Hydroe of old
undercharged custorners sven for its underinvestment, so there was a gap o make
up there, too.

The Ontarians of the past stele from the Ontarians of 2005 and the COntarians of
2005 decided nol to do the same to the Cniarians of 2030, Now the Onlariang of
2017 are saving whoa, whoa, whog, lel's not go overboard on the virtus hers.

This is, for better or for worse, a plan. Progressive Conservalive leader Palrick
Brown experimented with calling the posited Liberal move a "shell game”
Wednesday. "The member opposite hasn't produced any plan whatsosver," Finance
Minister Charles Bousa shot back, glesfully.

Ag policy, well, it's not necessarlly bad. it doesn't mean subsidizing the hydrm
systern with tax dollars, which really would be a shell game. It doesnt mean tearing
up confracts, which leads to spending money on nothing. There's a plausible
argument for it.

We're spending $26 billion to refurbish nuclear plants at Darlington and on the Bruce
Feninsula, a truly massive amount of money that's supposed to extend the lives of
the reactors involved by 30 to 35 vears. But the standard is to cover the expenszes
over 20 yvears. That's prudent and cautious: If the reactors need to be shut down
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aarly for some reason, al least they'lt have been paid off

Extending the paving-off peried so if more closely matches the time we expectto
use the reactors means deciding the cushion isn't worth the price we're paying forit.
This isn't crazy bul it is a cholce with consequences.

it means taking a chance that 20 years down the line we'll still be paying for power
plants we don't want. Twenty years is a long time. Maybe breakthroughs in
consearvation or solar technology will have changed sverything. Maybe we'll have
perfected cold fusion. In that case, the government's move now won't be like
extending & morigage on g houss we want to live in, itll be like making pavments on
a car thal's gone to the scrapper.

dresvely@postmedia. com{mailto: dreevely@postmedia.com )
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268055496
Bruce Power Life-Extension Program ranked top infrastructure
project of 2017

Fincardine News ~ Thu Mar 2 2017 Page: A3

The Bruce Fower site is about has becorne an even busier place since fts Life-
Extension Program began on Jan. 1, 2016

On Feb. 21, Top 100 Projects (fop1U0projects. ca/2017filters/) ranked Bruce
Power's Life-Extension Program number one on its Top 100 Canada's Biggest
Infrastructure Frojects list for 2017,

The $13 billion private investment, which will ensure Bruce Power provides 30 per
cent of Ontario’s electricity at 30 per cent less than the average residential price info
the future, will be made over the next two decades. it will create and sustain 22,000
jobs directly and indirectly across Ontaric annually, inject $4 billion into the
province's econamy every year, and ensure lowcost, rellable and carbonfres nuclear
slectricity is available for families and businesses.

The site’s Life-Extension Program, which is currently underway and remains on time
and on budget, will ensure Bruce Power's units will operate through to 2084, said
Chris Trahan, Bruce Power's Vice Prasident, Project Management & Construction,
Projects and Field Services.

"Our current Life-Extension Frogram will see strategic privale investments in our
units over the next decade, which will allow themn fo operate until their scheduled
Major Component Replacement (MCR) Projects begin," Trahan said.

"MOR begins in Unit 6 in 2020, and the important mainienance investments we
make over the next three years, as well as the important planning milestones we
achieve, will ensure we're well positioned for success.”

it is an honour o be recognized by Top 100 Projects as Canada's largest
infrastructurs investment program, Trahan added.
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"The Bruce Power Life-Extension Program will benefit the next two generations of
Ontarians by providing low-cost electricity to families and buginesses, creating
skilled jobs and cleaning the air we breathe”

Learn more about the Life-Extension Program at www brucepower. comvabout-
usflife-extension.
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268068916
OPG job losses rumourad; Mavor attempting to confirm with
energy minister

North Bay Nugget - Thu Mar 2 2017
Bylinefennifer Hamiffore-Mocharies
Page: A3

North Bay Mayor Al McDonald has been trying to confirm if employees at Ontario
Power Generation's North Bay operation are 1o be transferred {o other operations in
Oniario.

McDonald said he's been working on this for about four weeks, but hasn't been able
to confirm the rumour.

We need the province to do the right thing and keep the jobs in North Bay,” he said.
There are aboul 80 employess at the North Bay operation, at 133 Elroy Rd.

"No one is talking,” MeDonald said. "l called thelr {OPG) director of corporate
refations, but he refused to give me any information and they would not tell me
anything.”

MeDonald aiso contacted Energy Minister Glenn Thibeagult,

"He had not heard anything either, but he was going to chack and get bacik to me”
Calls and emails sent to OFG were not retumed to The Nugget

Thibeault also did not respond by deadline.

OPGE's Ceniral Hydro Plant Group is headguartered in North Bay and has facilities at
a number of locations in the region and service centres in North Bay, Gravenhurst,
Campbeliford, and Sudbury, according to its website. Some of those facilifies have

been part of the local community for more than 100 years.

£

268063725
Hydro costs stifling quall operation; Electricity costs skyrocket at
local farm despite consumption being reduced by 40 per cent
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The Chatham Daily News - Thu Mar 2 2017
Byline: Ellwood Shreve
Page: A1/ Front

Over the past 12 vears, Scot and Cheryl Ryckman have developed an ideal niche
operation with their quail farm in this east Chatham-Kent community.

H's the only one of its kind in Canada that produces gquail meatl and the demand is
high from among their clientele across North America.

i Tact, things were going so well the Ryckmans invested in g production plant in
2015 to make it a "start to finish” operation that produces more than two million quail
annuaily.

But skyrocketing electricily costs have notl only made operaling their business,
Nipissing Games Farm, a challenge, iU's also stifled & chance (o expand the
oparation.

Scot Ryckiman said they have the opportunity to double their production, but the
current cost of hydro is keeping them from making that investment.

They estimated their monthly hydre costs would go from $1,400-31,500 to about
54,500 with the new production plant, not the nearly $7 000 their latest hydro bill
came in at. The bill is alsc $800 above their February 2015 bill.

Ryckman said most of the increases are due o high delivery charges and global
adjustrment fees on the bill. The delivery charge Tor their last bill was §2,048 and the
global adjustment fee was $2 588 for a total of $4,8386.

He said they recently spent $30,000 to install "frequency drives,” which is a three-
stage system for motors {o run at peak efficiency that resulied in 3 40 per cent
reduction i consumption for the operation. "But there's been no change in the bill”
he said. And s¢ the Ryckman's have raised the price for their quail meat.

Without the increase in the sale price. . there would be no profit. We'd be in a loss
situation,” Ryckman said.

Cheryt Ryckman said they have raised the price to $125 per case of 72 birds from
$120, beginning June 1.

That hasn't sat well with customers, that range from the U.8. Eastern Seaboeard o
Texas and California, as well as British Columbia and Quebec.

Charyl Rycloman said demand is so great for thelr product, especially among various
immigrant peputations where quall is a diel staple, that they are sold out of birds
untit mid-June.

be making a profit,” she said.
The Ryckmans' operation has 35 full-lime employees in the processing plant, four
full-time employess on the farm operation along with another 35-40 part-lime

positions for students hired o cateh the guails to be processed.

Ortario NDP leader Andrea Horwath visited their fanm on Wednesday as partof s
tour to get firsthand storigs about the impact of skyrocketing prices.
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She said part of an NDP plan to get hydro costs back under control would be to
bring Hydro One back under complete public ownership, 1o stem the impact
privatization of the electricity system has had on rales.

"We've allowed our system to have more and more private profits built in," Horwath
said.

She noled Manitoba and Quebec have Kept their hydro systermns publicly run and
residents and businesses there are paying less than half of what Onlarians are
paying.

"We have to have a system thatl's working for the people of Cntarin.”

Horwath said the NDP also plan to end time of use pricing, which peaks at above 18
cents a kilowatt-hour, to & flat rate of 10.3 cents per kilowsatt hour, estimated to
create a savings of 10 per cent.

The NDP plan also calls Tor eliminating the unfair delivery charge to rural and smali
towns and make it squal to the delivery charge paid by urban hydro customers.

Ancther aspect of the NDPF plan calls Tor eliminating the over-production of hydro,
which has resuited in high global adjustment prices as the province sells off excess
hydro at cheap prices to neighbouring jurisdictions, which is subsidized by Ontario
customers.

When asked what he thinks are the chances of seeing a significant drop in hvdro
rates anytime soon, Scol Ryckman, said, "I'm not real confident in anybody being
able to gt {hydro costs) back under control”

But, whatever political party is able to achieve this will get his support, he added.

The couple has recently been contacted by someoene interested in buying their
operation and moving i to the U.8. where the cost of electricity is cheaper.

They are proud of what they have built and have dreamed of their children taking
over the business some day. But if selling is what they have fo do to take care of
their family, thev zay that's what they'll have o do. eshrevediipostmedia.com
EDallyNewsER

268022083
Yeridian Corporation, Whitby Hydro to Move Forward with Merger
Evaluations, Oshawa PUC Not to Proceed

Marketwired - Wed Mar 1 2017

DURHAM REGION, ONTARIG—{Marketwired - March 1, 2017) - The CEQ's of
three leading Ontario utiliies whe are currently evaluating the benefits of a merger,
namely Veridian Corporation ("Weridian"}, Oshawa Powsr and Utilities Corporation
{("Cshawa PUC"} and Whithy Hydro Energy Corporation {Whitby Hydrg"}, have
anncunced toeday that Oshawa PUC will be amicably withdrawing from further
merger discussions. Both Veridian and Whitby Hydre have confirmed they are fuilly

IESO-N-0009052



cornmitted to moving forward with due diligence and review of a pessible merger.

in late 2015, the respective lsadership teams of Yeridian, Oshawa PUC and Whithy
Hydro began discussions to identify the potential benefits of a merger that would
create value for all shareholders and customers, as well as position the combined
entity Tor the future. Since that time, all parties have participated in rigorous
business case analysis and valuations,

On March 1st, 2017, the parties jeintly announced that Gshawa PUC had amicably
withdrawn from future merger discussions and only Veridian and Whithy Hydro
would proceed fo the next stages of mergsr review,

"This is not uncoemmon in merger proceedings. Merger evaluations are designed o
ensure all parties can deliver benefits to their respective shareholders and
customers. Oshawa FUC has chosen fo withdraw as they believe benefits to their
sharehelders and cusiomers are not sufficient,” said Michael Angemeaer, President
and CEO of Veridian Corporation.

in 2012, the Provincial government conducted a review of Ontario's distribution
facilities and encouraged local utilities to drive efficiencies and find benefits to
cusiomers. Consclidation, or merging with other local utilities, was one pathway to
gohisve this if the right set of variables existed for all parties invoived.

"It was an informative process and one that we were pleased {o participats in
together with our partners, Yeridian and Whitby Hydro)" said lvane Labricciosa,
Fresident and CEO of Oshawa FUC. "We conducted a thorough review of the
potential merger and for us, T was in the best interest of our customers and
shareholders to withdraw at this time. We thank all of our stakeholders who
contributed to this process and assisted with ouwr investigation and we wish both
Veridian and Whitby Hydro suceess in thelr ongoing evaluation of this merger”

Veridiah and Whitby Hydro re-gffirmed thelr commitment to the next phase in the
process and stand by the prospective merits of the proposed merger.

“From our perspective, consolidation is & viable pathway to ensure that we can
improve efficiencies, deliver safe and reliable service while also putling the
custorner first,” said John Sanderson, President and CEO of Whithy Hydre. "Those
are atthe top of our list for core principles guiding this gssessment.” He also said
that, "the merged company should also lead 1o an increased ability to participate in
new business that will offset some of the risks of disruptive technology”

The core principles of the assessment also included ongoing municipal ownership
and control, responsible and sound govemance as well as diversification and
growth.

We look forward to next steps and to ongoing consultation with cur communities.
We sel out to deliver benefiis to all of our customers and shareholders and we lock
forward to delivering that result at the end of this process,” said Angemeer.

More information on the proposed merger and upcoming opportunities for
community consultation can be found at one of our dedicated websiles.

About Veridian Corporation

YVeridian Corporation owns and eperates Veridian Conneactions, a subsidiary
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cormnpany that distributes electicity, generates power and provides energy services
to mere than 120,000 customers. The City of Pickering, the Town of Ajax, the
Municipality of Clarington and the City of Belisville jointly own Veridian Corporation.
The utility is the fifth largest municipally owned electric utility in Ontaric. Veridian has
a successiul history of effective growth through twe mergers and five acquisitions,
and now serves hine communities east and nerth of Toronto more efficiently than
any other farge non-contiguous wility in Ontario. Veridian has a keen focus on
refiability, customer communication and helping to lower customers’ elsctrioity bills
through the delivery of innovative conservation programs and reasonable rates.
Veridian not only contributes to local communities through industry leading financial
returns, but alzo helps build stronger communities through the support of youth,
health, sconomic development, education, the arts, the environment and the
disadvantaged. industry leading employes and public safety, environmental
programs and & focus on employes engagement has created an envirenment that
has attracted seven consecutive Canada's Greenest Employer awards and one Top
GTA Employer award. Veridian has now diversified into renswable energy, and will
he establishing other value added offerings for its customars

Please visit {learnmore.veridian.on.ca) />
About Oshawa Power and Uiilities Corporation

Oshawa Power and Ulllities Corporation (OPUC) is the holding company for a
diversified group of four subsidiaries involved in energy distribution, telecom
ventures, clean power generation and solar energy generation. Through its
subsidiaries OPUC provides: safe, reliable and efficient slectricity distribution
services to over 57 000 customers; develops, constructs and operates clean and
green ensrgy generation assets in Ontarie; and provides g reliable dark fibre optics
cornmunications networlk within Cshawa and the Region of Durham. OPUC is wholly
owned by the Corporation of The City of Gshawa.

Fiease visit {learnmore.opuc.on.ca) >
About Whitby Hydre Energy Corporation

Whithy Hydro Energy Corporation is a holding company owned by The Town of
Whitby. Contained within are two separate and distinet subsidiaries -~ Whitby Hydro
Electric Corporation and Whithy Hydre Energy Services. Whithy Hydro Electric
Corporation is an electricily distributer licensed by the Cntario Energy Board (GEB)
to deliver electricity to homes and businesses in our service area of the Whithy,
Brookiin and Ashburn communities. Our organization serves mare than 41,500
ousiomers.

Flegse visit {learnmore.whitbyhydro.on.ca) />
Media Contacts:

For Veridian Corporation
Michael Angermeer
President & CED
905-427-9870, ext. 2218
mangemesr@veridian.on.ca

For Whithy Hydro Electric Commission
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John Sanderson

Fresident & CEC
805-868-5878
jsanderson@uwhitbyhydro.on.ca
For Oshawa Power and Utilities
fvano Labricciosa

President & CEO
805-723-4826

flabricciosa@opuc.on.ca

268036670
Hamilton developer really digs geothermal technology

thespec.com - Wed Mar 1 3017
Byline:mmeneili@thespec.com

i¥'s not the best economic climate for building condoes with geothermal heating and
cocling but developer Jeff Pailkin says he's in for the long haul when itcomes o
using the technology.

Faikin's New Horizon Development Group is starting construction on the third phase
of his City Square condo project downtown on Robinsen Btreet, the 10th structure
he has built in the Hamilton-Burlington ares with geothermal energy rather than
natural gas.

Geothermal healing uses pipes buried more than 200 metres deep to caplure earth
anergy ic heat or cocl a building. The technoelogy has been arcund for decades and
propenents are hopeful it will become more widespread as government inttiatives
are rolled out in an effort to lower greenhouse gases.

Evern without incentives, Palkin says, there is still g strong economic case for
geothermal in condo projects.

“if the price of natural gas is super low like it is these days, U's about even. Butif gas
is super high, it is & huge saving,” he said. "There is a capital cost upfront and some
maintenance costs going forward but in the end, over a 20-year period, thers are
some pretly significant savings.”

A big scenomic advantage is price consistency, he adds.

"We can tell you more than 20 years from now how much you will be paying for
heating and cooling. it's fixed and known, which is comforting to people.”
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Paikin argues that natural gas prices most certainly will rise at some point, which
wolld mean huge savings in heatling and cooling costs for people not relying on it
Few other developers in the Hamilton-Burlington area are using gecthermal heating
and cocling, says Stan Reltsma, head of Geosource Energy Inc. in Caledonia.
Stanton Renaissance - has announced they'll incorporate geothermal heating and
cocling at The Connolly, their conde project on James Street South,

Feitsma - whose company digs holes for geothermal projects across the province -
gstimates that only one per cent of existing builldings are using the technology.

"But we fully expect to grow significantly. With the Ontario Climate Action Plan, we
S8 geo coming on very strong,” he said.

The provincial plan, being rolled owl in stages, will create incentives 1o increase the
use of clean energy technclogy.

Reitsrna, who is also vice-president of the Cntario Geothermal Association, has
meetings scheduled with government officials to discuss possible ways to
shcourage developers to use gacthermal in more projects.

Geothermal primer

What is geothermal heating and cooling?

if's a heat exchange systemn that uses the sarth’s energy deep below the surface,
which remains constant at gbout 20 €, to heat or cool buildings and to help provide
hot waler.

How dees it work to provide heat in winter?

Water that's circulated through pipes buried in the ground absorbs heat from the
earth and carries i into the home. A heat pump inside the house concentrates
thermal energy and transfers it 1o air, 80 it can circulate through traditional ductwork.
How dees it work to provide cooling in summaer?

Heat is extracted from the air in the house and transferred through the heat pump fo
the ground piping. The water solution in the ground foep then brings down the
temperature in the houss.

Is other energy required?

A small amount of electricity is needed for a refrigerant comprassor, ground lcop
pump and fan.

What are the environmental benefits?
Fossil fuels are not used to produce heat-lowering greenhouse gases.

Even with electricity produced at & power plant to operate g geothermal system
factored in, total emissions are far lower than with conventional methods.

{Information from the Geosource Energy Inc. website and Spectator files.)
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Clean nuclear will avoid billions in consumer cap and trade costs

Kircardine News - Thu Mar 2 2017
Bylinesdames Scongack
Page: AB

On dan. 1, 2017, Ontario’s new cap and trade program came into effect.

in a general sense, the program taxes operations that generate large volumeas of
greenhouse gases (GHGs). It then redirects the tax revenus to new investiments
meant to reduce GHGs. In its broadest sense, it places a value on carbon. Since
this program has taken effect, we've been getting a ot of questions about what i
means for Bruce Power and nuclear in general.

Az g olean electricity producer, Bruce Power will not receive any of the proceeds
from this program. We receive a fixed price for our electricity and will not financially
benefit from this program. Howsver, what cap and trade does do is further re-
enforce the value of clean sources of generation, with the largest in Ontario being
nuctear - about 80% of our electricity in 2018,

Bruce Power's continued role in the supply mix will avoid costs o ratepayers as the
only possible replacement {o nuclear output would be from fossil fuels such as coal
or natural gas. We avoid millions of fonnes of greenhouse gases annually by

generating 30% of Onlario’s slectricity at 30% less than the average price of power.

Avoiding millions of tonnes of gresnhouse gases from Bruce Power nuclear means
avoided cosis for ratepayers under cap and trade.

in fact, according to a report released by the Asthma Sccisty, bebween 2017 and
2064, the end-of-life of the Bruce Power unils, clean nuclear, when compared to
alternatives, will avoid betwsen $12 billion and $63 billion in carbon costs that
ratepayers would have to fund if this oulput was replaced by fossil fuels. This is
based on a range of carbon pricing oplions as there is consensus by experts the
cost of carbon will only increase.

Futting this into perspective, Bruce Fower is spending $13 billion through our Life-
Extension Program that will see our site operate through 2064,

While cap and trade is a widely debated issue, what is clear is that the clean nature
of nuclear power will continue to have long-term value as a critical source of
electricity that provides loweost, stable prices first and foremost, and also keeps
clegn the air we breathe.

Bometime we think of environmental issues in the abstract around cost and GHG
figures, like | just did above. Howaver, let's never forget that thousands of Ontarians
suffer from asthma and other respiratory conditions. Clean electricity from Bruce
Fower means fewer smoyg days, cleaner air and heglthier communities. | met a
young namea named Matthew during our work with the Asthma Society who shared
his story in one of our TV ads about what clean air means to him - that's more
meaningful than any of theze numbers, as he can now go oulside in the summer
and breathe.

This is something you can't put a price on, and something every Bruce Power
gmpleyes is proud of.
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Free LED lights, low-flow showerheads? Alberta rolis out
residential energy savings plan

CBC.CA News - Wed Mar 1 2017, @27pm ET
Byline:CBC News

Alberta is rolling out an energy savings program which will cover the cost of LED
fight bulbs, low-flow showerheads, smart thermostats and other cost savers

? including installation ? as part of a five-year, $845-million program funded by the
provinee's carbon tax.

"This is about making sure Albertans can save money on their electricity and natural
gas bills” Environment Minister Shannon Philifps told The Homestreteh on
Wednesday.

“These are services that are available in other jurisdictions that have energy
sfficiency programs, and Alberta is really just catching up.”

The Residential No-Charge Energy Savings Program is open to homeowners and
renters in the province and there are currently no fimits, but that could change.

“We will take it as it comes,” Phillips said.
"We have within the energy efficiency budget the funds available for this first round
of programs, this is just phase one. in the longer term there will be other programs

as were recommended 1o us by our energy efficiency panel”

The program is expected {o be in full swing by April and registration can be done
ohiline or by phone.

Ancther element of the program is a rebate for the use of solar pansls.

“It's a five-year program, the first two years are a rebate for 75 cents perwatt Those
rebates will be available starting in mid to late April,” Phillips said.

"Thers is quite a lot to do before you get to the point of having solar panels installed,
so we really encourage people to downlead the checklist from the Selar Energy
Sceisty of Alberta”

With files from The Homestretch
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