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INSTANT HANSARD

MPP FideliThank you and good morning Speaker My questions for the Minister of energy On
the weekend I spoke with the executives of legion branch 23 in North Bay Their hydro bill had

climbed from 38000 to over $48000 And thats despite converting to LEDS changing the

ballasts and doing everything else they were advised to do Preston quirk bill Wilkins and Jim

Thomson told me that quote hydro has broken our back They told me they were quote forced

into bankruptcy because of their hydro bills Eventually the legion was forced to sell

their building Theyre a prime example of how this governments failed energy policies are

hurting communities across Ontario and creating hydro horror stories I ask the Minister will the

government put a stop to their costly vanity ads and address the real hydro crisis they created in

Ontario

Minister ThibeaultThank you Mr Speaker I want to thank the member for the question

and highlighting some of the organizations in this province that are having a difficult time Mr Speaker And thats why

we acted with the Ontario fair hydro plan Mr Speaker and organizations like legions and many other institution that is

we all have in our ridings will see this 25 reduction Mr Speaker And thats why we brought forward this plan Mr
Speaker is to actually help those organizations And Im hoping that the member actually talked about what they would

do as a party if they ever Mr Speaker had the opportunity to bring forward a plan But Mr Speaker they have no

plan They have no idea on the systems All they did Mr Speaker was allow the system to deteriorate for decades Mr
Speaker Under our government weve rebuilt the system to make sure that we have power in northern Ontario that

we have now Mr Speaker an affordable plan That will help legions right across this province

M PP FideliBack to the Minister He obviously missed the point that the ledge on was forced to sell

their building Theyre gone Preston and Billy and Jim told me quote this hurts us We had to lay off staff and its

hydro that did it quote They can no longer support their pipe fans their track and field grants that help so many area

men and women to make it to the olympics They no longer have a hall to give out to charity events They can no longer

properly take care of their vets And they told me thats what hurts them the most They want to quote lay the blame

where it lies and that is with the hydro bill Proud ownership of legion 23 is nothing but a distant memory today

Speaker Our party has been sharing these tragic hydro stories Mostly the heckling How many more legions Rinks and

restaurants need to close before this Minister takes any action Thank you

Minister ThibeaultThank you Mr Speaker Long before my arrival in this ministry Mr Speaker this government has

taken action on building a system to ensure that we have a clean system and a reliable system Mr Speaker something

that they didnt do when they were in power Mr Speaker They actually froze rates to make sure that there was

no investment in the system We invested $50 billion Mr Speaker to make sure that we have a clean system a green

system and a reliable system Mr Speaker The fair hydro plan coming forward will now help legions It will help Curling

clubs It will help 500000 small businesses and families Mr Speaker What we are doing making sure our fair hydro

plan will actually benefit everyone in this province They dont have a plan Mr Speaker They dont even have time
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to consider one Mr Speaker The only thing that that leader can do is pen a letter about saying the NHL and the

olympics Mr Speaker
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