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Michael (ENERGY); O'Donnell, Cheryl (ENERGY); OGBORNE Shawn -STAKEREL; O'Riordan, Eamon (ENERGY); Pelkey, 
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Young 
Subject: Media Conference: ECO Report Release 

Press Conference Report: Release of Annual Energy Conservation Report, Vol. 1 
Presented by: Diane Saxe, Environmental Commissioner of Ontario 

Media Studio, Queens Park 
April 10, 2018 
Time: 1 O:OOAM 

Full transcript to follow shortly 

Overview: 

• Diane Saxe, Environmental Commissioner of Ontario introduced the 3rd ECO report to legislature by 
referring to it as a look at how electricity has changed since 2005 and where it needs to go by 2030. 

• There was a one journalist (unknown) present, and one MPP (Tabuns). 
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Key Points (not a transcript): 

• In 2005 electricity was very different. Coal made the air unfit to breathe in some cities. It was inexpensive, but 
was bad for our health. 

• Today's system is more expensive, but is cleaner and more reliable. Smog days have dropped to zero, and the 
sky is blue- not yellow. Pollution has dropped. There are no longer brown-outs. 

• To make these changes, electricity rates had to go up, and they did. Electricity rates can be especially 
challenging for homes heated by electricity- 16%. I recommend that the government do more to help 
financially. But its important people understand that cleaner energy is more expensive. 

• The sale of Hydro One has not contributed to the increased rates. 

• We know there will be more rate increases ahead, Ontario will have to pay back the money borrowed to pay for 
the Fair Hydro Plan. We should focus on conservation to save energy at peak times. 

• We need to move away from fossil fuels use. More bikes and transit, and also more electric cars, busses and 
trucks. Ontario will need more electricity for this - but the government's entire L TEP is based on the assumption 
that the low-carbon change will not occur. They are hoping electricity demand stays flat. 

• L TEP should be required by law to take into account this change to electrification. 

• Looking ahead we will need much more clean energy to replace fossil fuels. 

Media Question and Answer (not verbatim): 

Q: Is it fair to say that the Ministry of Energy is betting that the province will not comply with the Climate act? 
A: The ministry is predicting that electricity will stay flat, and making niot plans for the climate act. They leave it to the 
Ministry of the environment. The two branches must work together and are not. 

Q: So what are the consequences? 
A: The province has turned its back on the renewable energy industry. Cancelling renewable procurement, and ignoring 
ways to make money with renewable energy. We are going to need to have sources of energy to replace fossil fuels. We 
need renewable energy for this, and the province doesn't have a path forward. 

Q: What about the costs on the consumer? 
A: There needs to be attention on making homes more energy efficient. The average family spends 3. 5% on energy, but 
electric heated homes spend 5% - and their bills will go up going forward. It's important to make funds available to help 
pay bills, but we really need to make homes more efficient. With the Fair Hydro Plan - rates are going to continue to go 
up, natural gas is going to go up- so in the long term we simply can't keep adding money to help pay bills. 

Q: Is the time to act now? 
A: Absolutely- conservation is the cheapest way to provide energy needs - it also creates employment, and makes 
homes more comfortable. There are a lot of benefits to conservation, it's a good investment. Conservation programs 
currently tend to be unfocused- you don't get much benefit from conservation at night, for example. 

Q: The PC leader has made promises on policies around this issue. Such as no carbon pricing, and he would 
lower hydro costs. What consequences would that have? 
A: I don't take a position on any party platforms- but in our last report on climate change -the most effective way to 
reduce emissions is to put a price on carbon. All other options are more expensive or difficult to manage. So given that 
the climate crisis is advancing rapidly and we have international obligations to reduce our emissions - it would be difficult 
without a price on carbon. 

In terms of electricity rates- People want to know 'what are we paying for?' Is this for moving gas plants? This is for 
cleaner air and public health. We don't see any way to pay less for electricity- we're running up a credit card bill on 
it. Ontario spent two decades paying off stranded debt, and here we are again. It's much easier to borrow than to pay 
back. 
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Q: The PC leader has said that he prefers to let the free market decide, and to support innovation in the 
marketplace. Do you feel that is feasible? 
A: The free market certainly has an important role on renewable energy. FIT was the best practice in 2009, it's not 
anymore. We have a lot of experience in Ontario that you can't rely entirely on the free market. In 2002, under the 
conservative government, we had an experiment that resulted in rates doubling. People need predictable prices and long 
term contracts need to be added, and less reliance on the free market. 

Twitter Activity: 

,·._.: ..... .-· .. .-. .-.. :""'''····: .... :· .. Dianne Saxe presents her report this morning on Ontario's energy plan. She finds that the plan 
ignores Ontario's own climate law. Province doesn't have plan to meet its 2030 climate targets. _. _ _. __ ,_. _ _. _ _. __ , ............... .-. 
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