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Clean Power, Dirty Deal; Province lost up to $2B selling its surplus

i Toronte Sun - Wed Nov 22 2047
Byline:Antonella Arluso
Paga: AD

Ortario fost between §732 milion and $1.25 billion over the past two years selling
surplus clean slectricity outside the province, an analysis by the Gntario Sociaty of
FProfessional Enginsers (OSPE) estimates. That's the
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305466827
FAD backs nuclear plan
Toronto Sun ~ Wed Nov 22 2017

Byline: Antonaila Artuso
Page: A8

A report by an independent financial watchdog has concluded that the Kathleen
Wynne government's nuclear refurbishment plan is the most cost efficient option to
provide base electricity power for decades o come. Environmentalists are criticizing

citeSal55e0c3545f
The power of change in Ontario’s power

Gilobal News - Wed Nov 22 2017

Greek philoscpher Heraclitus gets credit for first saying the only constant in the
world s change. Can you imagine what the ‘Dark Fhilosopher’ from 500BC would
make of our times where perpetual change has aocelerated to dizzying spesds? In

305472389
Federation misses mark on hospital hydro
Sarnia Observer ~ Wed Nov 22 2017

Byline: Mpp Glenn Thibeault
Page: Ad

Aocurrent media campaign underway from the Canadian Taxpayers Federation
{Mov. 20, The Cbserver} is cherry-picking from hospital hydro bills, while failing to
see the bigger picture on both the health-care and energy systems in Ontario. ..

cite5al55e3a31194
Ontario must pull plug on painful electricity-related policies

FLANT - YWed Nov 22 2017

Ontarie manufacturers are feeling the pinch from high electricity prices, but how high
are industrial rates relative to other jurizdictions? Ontario has the highest residential
electricity costs of all Canadian provinces. Prices increased twice as .

305468593

Well, water you gonna do?; MPP takes turbid water to minister in
guestion period, urges hall to two local wind farm projects

The Chatham Daily News -~ Wed Ny 22 2017

Byline: Ellwood Shreve
Page: A1/ Front

Lambton-Rent-Middlesex MPP Monte McNaughton delivered a bottle of turbid water
to Environment Minister Chris Ballard in the Ontario legislature Tuesday to
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amphasize the impact wind turbine construction has had on area water wells. |
wantthe ..

305338036
Gueiph Hydro, Alectra to host Facebook chat on proposed merger

Guelphbercury com - Tus Nov 21 2017

With a decision on a potential merger not far away, Guelph Hydro and Alectra will
be hosting a live Facebook session {0 see what people think about the proposal,
From & to 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 28, representatives from Gueiph Hydro, Alsctra and the

305493003
Oritario Energy Board embarks on customer service guidelines
review

East York Mirror ~ Tue Nov 21 2017 Page: 1

Should customers with poor credit records or a history of lale payment be required
to provide securily deposits? The Ontario Energy Board wants to know. The
provincial energy regulstor is in search of public .

305472393

Lambiton in line for hydro upgrades; Hydro One replacing
transformer station near Wyoming to address power issues
Sarnia Chserver - Wad Nov 22 2017

Byline: Paul Morden
Page: AS

Hydro One is setf to spend $80 million or more replacing and upgrading electricily
transrmission equipment in Lambton County, Work began in September on a $30-
mitlion to $35-million construction project to replace .

305492825
FOI documents show Orangeville hospital spent $3.1M on hydro in
last five vears

Orangeville Banner - Tue Nov 21 2017 Page: 1

Documents obtained through a freedom of information request have revealed the
Headwaters Health Care Centre has spert more than §3.1 million on eleciricity
since 2012 The billing information obtained through a freedom of information .

305468705
Ontario blowing in the wind
The Sault Star - Wed Nov 22 2617

Byline:Jane Wilson
Page: AB
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Every time | am interviewead by the media, or speak at a public meeting, | am asked:
Why is Ontario continuing o push ahead with s program of industrial-scale wind
turbines and wind powsr, when all the facts seam fo argue against it 1 .

R R R |

305372404
Top power grid exec resigns after domestic violence charge; Top
power grid exec resigns after domestic violence charge

Canadian Press ~ Tue Nov 21 2017

WASHINGTON - The head of an interngtional authority that oversess the North
American power grid has resignad following his arrest on a domestic viclence
charge in Georgia. Gerry Cauley stepped down Monday as CEO of the North
American Eleciric ...

305405918
Avista shareholders approve utility’s sale to Canadian utifity Hydro
Gne

MCT Regional News - Tue Now 21 2017
Byline: By Backy Kramer, The Spokesmar-Review, Spokane, Wash,

Nov. 21-With litlle fanfare, Avista Corp.'s shargholders approved the sale of the
128-year-old company to Canadian ulllity Hydro One Ud. on Tussday. About 88
percent of shareholdars voled in favor of the $8.3 bitlion ..
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305466889
Clean Power, Dirty Deal; Province lost up to $2B selling its surplus

Tororte Sun - Wed Nov 22 2017
Byline: Antonadla Artuso
Page: AD

Ontario lost between §732 millien and $1.25 billion over the past two vears selling
surplus olean electricity oulside the province, an analysis by the Ontario Society of
Frofessional Engineers {O8PE) estimates.

That's the difference between what Ontario agreed to pay o produce nuclear, water,
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wind and solar power, and the bargain basement price i sold it for on the
international market.

Energy expert Paul Acchione, OSPE's past president and chair, said excess clean
slectricity should be offered first to Ontario businesses and residents at that lower
wholesale cost,

“Thiz represents a year's worth of power for more than a million homes that Ontario
has sold to other jurisdictions for less than it costs us to produce” Acchione said.
"Ontario ratepayers are essentially subsidizing hydro bills in places like Michigan
and New York to the tune of $500 million per year.”

Only after all possible domestic demand has been satisfied should the provinoial
electricity system Iry to sell off its exdra clean power to other jurisdictions, he said.

instead, Ontario has been directly exporting excess clean energy to adjoining power
grids since 2014, the OSPE says.

You don't builld clean capacity for export - that's suicide because you can't make
ancugh monay on the export market” Acchione said Tussday. "lf you have some
extra of the clean slectricly you sure as hell don't want to export it You want to use
it yourself”

The O8PE report touched off  debate during Question Period Tuesday with
Frogressive Consearvative MPP Todd Smith demanding if the Liberal government
had actually lost almost $1.25 billion exporting power.

"The numbers from the engineers are staggering,” Smith said. "We're subsidizing
power for Michigan, New York and other neighbouring jurisdictions and to make
matters worse, they're poaching our jobs because they're taking our slectricity at 3
fow cost”

Pramier Kathleen Wynne said the Independent Electricity System Gperator (IESD)
astimates that electricity exports save Ontarians hundreds of millions of dollars sach
vear.

"This net benefit to Ontario was 3236 million last year” she said.

The provincial government number includes the export of natural gas generation,
which is excluded from the engineers’ report.

A statement from Energy Minister Glenn Thibeaull's office says that the "netf bensfit!
to Ontarians was $320 million in 2014 and $300 million in 2013

"We are obligated as a provinee to produce encugh eleciricity to meet North
Armerican reliability standards,” the minister's office siatement says. "Our electricity
supply provides grid reliabilily and affordability which we lacked before 2008, when
Ortario was a net importer of slectricity. That lack of reliability was partially
respensible for the province-wide blackout of 2003, which was an enermous
seenomic hit"

Acchione said the $238 million in net benefit the government estimates i earned last
vear does not reprasent profit to Ontario hydro customers, but rather is a reduction
in the loss that the system is incuiring by having that capacily idle, he said.
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"That's not the way you do accounting in Canada,; you can't say you're making a
profit unfess vou pay all your costs,” he sald. aartuso@postmedia.com INSIDE
EDITORIAL:

Liberals’energy flasco costing us billions Page 18
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305466827
FAO backs nuclear plan

Tororte Sun - Wed Nov 22 2017
Byline: Antonadla Artuso
Page: Al18

Areport by an independent financial watchdog has concluded that the Kathlsen
Wynne government's nuclear refurbishment plan is the most cost efficient option to
provide base electricity power for decades o come.

Environmentalists are criticizing the report by the Financial Accountability Office of
Ontario (FAG), saying it falled 1o fake into account that nuclear refurbishment
projects routinely go way over budget.

Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault said in a statement Tuesday that the report
confirms that his government has carefully considered the nuclear projects at Bruce
Power and Ontaric Power Genaration (OPG).

“The FAQ report also makes it clear that there is currently no alternative clean,
smission-free generation which could replace nuclear generation at a comparable
cost for Ontario ratepayers,” Thibeault said.

Ontario plans {o refurbish 10 nuclear reactors and prolong the life of six more at the
Pickering Nuclear Generating Station.

Jack Gibbons, of Ontario Clean Alr Alllance, said that hydro bills will go through the
roof if the governmeant heeds this report.

“Every nuclear project in Ontario’s history has gone massively over budget on
average by two-and-a-half imes,” Gibbons said.

cite5al55e0c3545¢f
The power of change in Ontario’s Power

Giokal News - Wed Nov 22 2017
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Greek philosepher Heraclitus gels cradit for first saying the only constant in the
world is changs.

Can you imagine what the ‘Dark Philosopher’ from 500BC would make of our times
where perpeiual change has accelerated to dizzying speeds?

in the past decade alone, technological advances have changed basic assumgptions
about what iz a viable business. Ask a taxd company owner if their business is less
valuable now. Ask a tradifional mattress retailer if online disruptors like Casper or
Endy have eaten info their bottom line.

Already, memories of physically going to a video rental store seem sepla-toned, as if

all those hours browsing in Blockbuster happened to someone else in a long distant
past.

Vs those same forces of chanyge that are about to alter how we generate and
CONSUIME POWST.

Except this ime it won't be taxi companies or department stores Teeling the pain, but
instead, # will be the ownears of massive power plants.

And that is us.

What is on the horizon are developments in energy siorage, allowing small micro
generators to capture and keep green energy for use when nesded. If's
concaivable in the coming vears that an Uber-style company could help underwrite
capital costs of solar panels and energy storage for consumers, who, in return,
could remove themseives from the grid and stop paying the local utility.

That's one less ratepaver (g fancy way of separating those who pay for slectricity
frorm the general fax base) to share the burden of the cost of transmission lines,
power plants and nuclear refurbishment.

To compound the problem in Ontario, the recently passed Fair Hydroe Plan will pass
on & mountain of accumulated debt in a decade's time, just arcund the time
technolegical change is expected o Tundamentally alter things.

The conundrum for g future Ontarie government will be how to pay the bill if a
significant number of people leave the grid. That won't be helped by the high
slectricity prices the current govermnment is passing along.

The recently released Long-Term Energy Plan addresses these issues but has no
real answers for our fulure [eaders.

“While we know that cur slectricity system will continue the trend fowards smaller,
more distributed energy resources, for the foresesable fulure |t remaing impractical
to fully disconnegct from the grid,” said Colin Nekolaichuk from the Ministry of
Energy.
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The government says the Fair Hydro Plan has variables programmed in it to allow
for changes in energy consumption and prices, but the debt will still remain and
gefting consumers to pay i will be tough if there are other better cheaper oplions.

Which means it could eventually be fulure taxpayers paying for the hydro we're
using now.

A dark prediction perhaps, but one Heraclitus would likely recognize.

305472389
Federation misses mark on hospital hydro

Samia Obsarver - Wed Nov 22 2017
Byline:Mpp Glenn Thibeault
Page: A4

A current madia campalgn underway from the Canadian Taxpayers Federgtion
{Nov. 20, The Observer} is cherry-picking frorm hospital hydro bills, while falling o
see the bigger piclure on both the health-care and energy systems in Ontarfo.

We're talking abhout numbers, so 'l share 3 significant that we're proud of as a
government. Since coming into office, we've increased hospital funding by 59 per
cent. This trend continuad in the 2017 budget, which delivered a $4,127 593 funding
increase for Bluewster Health, for a total of $134,376,929 this year. in fact, all
hospitals in Ontario are seeing funding increases, including 16 in the southwest.
This is allowing our hospitals to treat more patients, improve access o care and
reduce wait times to some of the shorlest in the country.

Meanwhile, we've made investments in our electricity system that have left it
significantly cleaner, having eliminated ceal gensration in Ontario. We have virtually
gliminated smog days in Ontaric, which is an enormous public health achievement.
A Toronte Vital Signs report shows that premature deaths and hospitalizations as a
result of air peliution in that region have dropped by 23 per cent and 41 per cent
respactively since 2004, The Taxpayers Federation ignores the fact that eliminating
coal has saved billions in health-care costs over the years and will continue to do
so, for generations 1o come.

The reality is that hospitals spend an average of only 1.6 per cent of their total
operating budgets on slectricly bills. That means over 88 per cent of hospital
budgsts go towards thelr other priorities - hiving nurses and doctors, keeping wait
times low, and ensuring patients have access 1o high-quality services, where and
when they need them.

Ontario hospitals are also eligible for a range of programs, like SaveOnEnergy's
audit and retrofit initiatives, to help lower their energy bills by becoming more energy
gfficient. The Industrial Conservation Initiative, another program that has been very
suscessiul in reducing energy costs, can save participants up to one-third on their
glectricity bills. Bluewater Health is now taking advantage of the program.

On duly 1, eleciricity rates for hospitals dropped by two to four per cent because of
our Fair Hydro Plan. Rates for all residential customers dropped significantly - 25
per cent on average acress the province. And any rate increases will be held to the
rate of inflation for four years, while we continue to work hard to take costs out of
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our electricity system.

We are alregdy hearing that these reductions are making a difference in the
pocketbooks of families and businesses. For hospitals, the savings from the Fair
Hydro Plan and programs like SaveOnEnergy and the industrial Conservation
initigtive are building on the health care investiments we've made each and every
year, and ensure our hospilals can stay focused on putting patients first.

MPE Glann Thibeault

QOrtario Ministry of Energy

cite5al55e3a31194
Ontario must pull the plug on painful slectricity-related policies

PLANT - Wed Nov 22 2017

Ontario manufacturers are fesling the pinch from high slectricity prices, but how high
are industrial rates relative o other jurisdictions?

Ontarie has the highest residential electricity costs of all Canadian provinces. Prices
increased twice as fast as the nationa! average over the past decade, and the
average Toronto resident in 2018 pald $80 more a month than the average
Canadian,

That takes us back to industrial electricity rates, which are paid by industries
including manufacturing (sutomakers, for example) and mining. A recent Fraser
institute study showed that in 2018, cut of 16 major cities, Toronto and Cltawa
ranked third and fourth behind only New York and Boston.

Small industrial consumers (with a power demand of one megawatt and monthly
consumption of up o 400 megawalt hours) in the Toronto area paid, on average,
18.27 cents per kilowall hour, nearly double what comparable-sized firms paid in
Montreal (811 cents) and YVancouver {9.48 cents), and nearly three times what they
paid in Calgary (6.53 cents).

And atthough industrial electricity costs in New York and Boston remain higher than
those in Ontario citles, the differential is shrinking over time as Ontario oities
axperience faster increases. In 2010, for example, electricity costs for small
industrial users in Toronte were 85% lower than in New York. By 2018, the
differential had shrunk to 51%.

The same pattern exists with large indusirial consumers. In 2016, large users {with a
power demand of five megawatts and monthly consumption of 3,060 megawatt
heurs) in Toronto and Ottawa paid almost three times more than consumers in
Montreal and Calgary and almost twice what large consumers in Vancouver paid,
Even some select large industrial consumers {Class A) that were granted rale
reductions from the provincial government still paid higher rates than large users in
Quebec, Alberta and BC.

Between 2010 and 2016, electricily costs paid by large industrial consumers rose
53% in GHtawa and 4% in Toronto compared fo 14% in the rest of Canada. Montreal
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saw a modest increase of 10%, while costs dropped in Edmonton {-7%), Calgary {-
5%) and Chicage (-18%).

COut of 16 cities examined, the fastest rates of increase were in Portland and Seatile.
But even with their rapid growth, theilr electriclty costs for large industrial consumers
were significantly lower than Torontd’s in 2018 (71% lower In Portland and 82%
Seaftle).

So what's caused surging electricity prices for residents and industries in Ontario?

Government policy choices are fo blame, in particular the provinee's aggressive
promation of renewable energy sources {solar, wind and biomass). Gther policy
decisions ~ including poor structuring of long-term contracts with generators and
phasing out coal — have algo contributed to the pain.

To finally lower slectricity bills for current and future ratepayers, the government
should look at electricity costs in other jurisdictions and pursue meaningful policy
reform.

This article was written by Ross McKitrick, a senior feliow, and Elmira Aliakbari, a
policy analyst, at the Fraser Instifute.

305468593
Well, water you gonna do?; MPP takes turbid water to minister in
guestion period, urges hall to two local wind farm projects

The Chatham Daily News - Wed Nov 22 2017
Byline Ellwood Shreve
Page: A1/ Front

Lambton-Kent-Middlesex MPP Monte MoNaughton delivered a bottle of turbid water
to Environment Minister Chris Ballard in the Ontario legislature Tuesday to
amphasize the impact wind turbine construction has had on area water wells.

"I want the minister to understand why communities are so troubled by the effect of
wind turbines on their water” said McNaughton. "Wells that have produced clean,
clear water for decades have begun producing dirty brown, unpotable water since

construction of turbines for the North Kent | wind project began”

The MPP noted the number of families affected by damayged wells in the former
Chatham Township area has grown to 18, fuelling concerns in the Wallaceburyg area
where environmental approval may come soon for a similar turbine project o get
underway at Otter Cresk.

A major concern raised by two local citizen groups is stee! piles used to anchor the
industrial wind turbines being driven inte Keltle Point black shale bedrock, stirring up
heavy metals in the aguifer that are known to be dangerosus to human heatlth.

However, consuftants and company officials for the Korean industrial giant,
Samsung Renewable Energy, and its U.&. partner, Pattern Energy, developers of
the North Kent Wind project, have stated at two recent public meetings the
construction has had no impact on area water wells.
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"The government should de the right thing and stop Otter Creeld immeadiately and
stop the North Kent project,” MeNaughton said.

“I think this is just vet another example of the Liberal government showing
disrespect to families in rural Ontario,” the MPP added. "If this happened in the
GTA, they would shut these projects down immediately”

Responding to direct questions by MeMaughton during question period on Monday
at Queen's Park, Ballard said: "Our government takes these concermns regarding
groundwater quality very seriously”

He added the renewable enargy process requires proponents to undertake
axtensive consultation with municipalities, Indigenous communities and the public.

He noted North Kent Wind has done exiensive moniforing prior to construction, and
the ministry Is going to require the developer to continue to monitor the vibration
data during the construction and operation of the wind turbines.

When asked if halling these two wind projects could trigger ancther $1-billion hit to
taxpayers, similar {o the cancellation of the natural gas projects in the GTA area,
McNaughton stated: "Not at all, the savings for Otter Creek alone would amount to
$570 miition.”

He said there are other environmental reasons for stopping the Olter Cresk project,
including the fact the nearly 200-metre high towers - the highest in Canada - will be
grected in @ migratory bird flight path, in an area where there are 24 at-risk species.

The MPP said there is also an economic reascon for halling these projects.

“These turbines are being built to generate electricity we don't need, and they're
only going to contribute to driving hydro prices even higher,” MoNaughton said.
"This iz a bad decision by the Liberal govemment economicaily, environmentally,
and for the health and well-being of my constituents ”

MoNaughton said when the Liberal government announced it was suspending the
renewable energy procurement process in September 2018, he asked why they
wouldn't canced the North Kent and Otter Creek projects.

Speaking to the economic impact, Ballard said clean air and clean energy is
responsible for Ontario saving more than $4 billion in annual health and
gnvironmantal costs "hecause of this government's commitment o clean energy.”

He called renewable energy projects as being crucial to the ministry's carbon switch,
adding, "we're not going o back down.”

Ballard said, "we have taken g very cautious, solence-based approach when setting
the standards for renewable energy projects in order 1o protect the health of the
Qrtario people”

"The claim that a science-based approach has been taken to analyzing the effect of
wind turbine construction on well water is contradicted by the empirical evidence”
McMNaughton said. "Observation is the first rule of science. We need to siop turbine
construction until more thorough testing can be completed and measures taken {o
gnsure our groundwater is safe.” eshreve@posimedia.com

Twitter. comi@DailyNewsESR
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305338036
Gueiph Hydro, Alectra to host Facebook chat on proposed merger

Guelphbercury.com - Tus Nov 21 2047

With a decision on a potential merger not far away, Guelph Hydro and Alectra will
be hosting a live Facebook session {0 see what people think about the proposal.

From & to 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 28, representatives from Gueiph Hydro, Alsctra and the
City of Guelph will answer gquestions on the proposed merger.

Taking part will be Pankaj Sardana, the chief exacutive officer of Guselph Hydro; Dan
Pastoric, the vice-president of strategic growth and special projects for Alectra; and
Derrick Thomson, the City of Guelph's chief administrative officer.

The session will be available {o walch at facebook comicityofguelph.

The live Facebook session is in addition to three open houses held sarlier this
month in Guelph and Rockwood, information pop-up tables, g phone survey and an
anling survey.

Feesdback from all of the above will be included in the final staff report to counci for
its Dec. 13 meeting, when councillors will vote on whether to move ahead with the
merger. That report will be made available Nov. 30

Those looking to speak to councll at the Dec. 13 meeting have untlf Dec. 8 1o
register with the city clerk's office.

On Oct. 18, Guelph Hydro announced thal it would be pursuing a merger with
Alectra - the company formed following the merger of Mississauga's Enersoures;
Markham, Barrie and Vaughan's PowerStream; and Hamilton and &1 Catharines’
Horizon. Thal merger was done in order to purchase Hydro Cne Brampion from the
Ortario govemment.

To date, the Guelph Hydro asset review -~ which led to this potential merger - has
cost $810,000 for Guelph Municipal Holdings Inc. (GMH!, the helding company
which owns and operates Guelph Hydro on behalf of the city. GMH! is expected o
spend ancther $1.55 million between now and the finalization of the merger
process, bringing total costs to about $2.36 million. The funds come from the
dividend from Guelph Hydro paid out to the city every year.

305493003
Oritario Energy Board embarks on customer service guidelines
review

East York Mirror ~ Tue Nov 21 2017 Page: 1

Should customers with poor credit records or a history of [ate payment be reguired
to provide securily deposits? The Ontario Energy Board wants to know,
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The provincial energy regulator is in search of public feedback as it undertakes a
review of customer service guidelines set in 2011, which all Ontario energy
providers, slectriclty or natural gas, are legally required to Tollow.

According to the board, all public feedback will be considered in the establishment
of an updated set of guidelines as part of a review of the beard's mandate. To
garner opinions, the Ontario Energy Board {OEB) has teamed with market research
polisters Ipsos to create an online survey for provincial residential and small
business energy customers.

in addition 1o the gquestion of security deposils, the survey also asks when customer
disconnections can take place and on what condition, as well as questions related to
payment pericd and making late payments,

The updated customer service policy is also expectad to provide new customer
guidelines for sub-meter providers such as condeminiums or apartments which have
their own meters and bill residents directly. As part of provincial legistative changes,
the OER will have a greater mandate to regulate the dealings of such providers.

in a statement, the OER said all feedback provided including demographic
information will be kept confidential.

305472393
Lambton in line for hydro upgrades; Hydro One replacing
transformer siation near Wyoming to address power issues

Samia Observer - Wed Nov 22 2017
Byline: Faul Morden
Paga: AS

Hydre One is sef to spend $80 million or more replacing and upyrading electricity
transmission equipment in Lambton County.

Work began in Septermber on a $30-million to $38-million construction project to
replace Hydro One's Wanstead Transformer Station east of Wyomning. Along with
thatl, 8 $30-million refurbishing project for a 230-Kilovolt transmission ling from
London to Sarnia is set to start in January, said Hydro One spokesparson Nancy
Clark.

“Addot of our infrastructure was bulll in the 1950s and '80s, so wa're reaching the
point now where we need {0 replace or refurbish a ot of our equipment” she said.

The Wanstead station has been serving customers in the Lambion County area
since the 1950s, Clark said.

"The replacerment station will actually ensure that we can continue to deliver the
reliable electricity that we're delivering now.”

A new transformer station is being built next to the existing ong, which will
gventually be taken down,

That project is expectad to be completed by the end of next year, Clark said.
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Bluswater Fower, a municipally owned slectricity distribution utility serving 35,000
sustomers in six Lambton commurnities, contributed $1 million to the Wansisad
project to upgrade its capabilities, said Chris Gould, Bluswater Power's vice-
prasident of ulility development.

"This upgrads that we've contribuled to will provide a more reliable and robust
supply,” he said.

The upgrade will be aflractive to industry, while also helping address long-standing
issues Bluswater Power and Lambton communities have had with thelr slectriclty
supply.

“The smaller municipalities out in the county are fed from the Wanstead station”
Gould sald. "We were not happy, and neither were they, . with the service we were
receiving from the station”

Kevin Marriolt, mayor of Enniskillen Township, said about half of the township's
residents are served by the Wanstead station.

u

"I'm not stre this is going to correct all of our problemns,” he said. "if's going to help.

He estimated there have been four or five cutages this vear in the township,
including one that lasted eight hours.

Marriott said the work at the Wansiead station is expected to benefit industrial
glectricity users in the area, including a medical marijuana Tacility British Columbia-
hased Tiray Canada is developing at an existing greanhouse site in his township.

The work o refurbish a transmission line between London and Samia includes
reinforcing 260 stes! transmission fowers, "as well as replacing other components
on the line that have reached the end of their life,” Clark said.

That project includes replacing a "sky wire" protecting the line from lighining strikes.

Clark said the replacemeant wire will have felecommunication capability "which, will
actually improve our ability to monifor the line and determine where cutages ars”

Work on the transmission line project is expected to run untii the end of 2018, Clark
said,

"The investment will ensure the line continues to deliver reliable electricity to the
area,” she said. pmorden@postmedia.com

305492825
FOI documents show Orangeville hospital spent $3.1M on hydro in
last five years

Orangeville Banrer - Tue Nov 21 2017 Page: 1

Documents obiained through a freedom of information request have revealed the
Headwatars Health Cars Centre has spent more than $3.1 million on electricity
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since 2012,

The billing information obtained through a freedom of information request made by
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation {CTF) shows the Orangeville hospital's annual
glectrichty bill has increased nearly 51 per cent to $728,139 last vear from $482,724
in 2012,

“The more the hospital has o spend keeping their lights on, the Tewer resources
they have for patients,” CTF Ontario director Christine Van Geyn said in a news
release.

"Families across the province all feel the pain of rapid increases to the cost of
slectricity when they pay their home slectricity bill," she added. "But what many
people don't think gbout is the cost of the Cntaric government's Tailed slectricity
policy to the institutions we all rely on”

According to documents oblained by CTF, Headwalters spent $482,724 on slectricity
in 2012, followed by a respective $852 068, 3586 616, $671,880 and $738,138 from
2013 1o 2018, From January fo April of 2017, Headwaters spent 3171,878 on
slectricity.

CTF iz a not-for-profit eftizen's advocacy group dedicated to lowering taxes,
reducing wastefud spending and accountable government.

The organization has called on the provincial government to dismantle the Gresn
Energy Act and "stop letling green ideslogy guide our energy policies at the
expense of Ontario ratepayers and axpayers.”

Van Geyn reports Ontario has seen dramatic increases 1o the cost of slectricity, with
bills Tor residential consumers more than doubling in the last decade. As she
explained, publicly-funded institutions such as Crangeville's hospital are not
fmmune.

“Instead of paying $245,415 for inflated electricily bills, Headwaters Health could
have paid for 32 knee replacement surgeries,” Van Geyn said. "That's something
that Ontario patlents expect their health care system o spend money on”

Documents detailing Headwaters Health Care Centre's slectricity bills can be found
by visiting bit.lw2yECUZY.

305468705
Orntario blowing in the wind

The Sault Star ~ YWed Moy 22 2017
Byline Jane Wilson
Pago: AG

Every time | am interviewed by the media, or speak al a public meeting, | am asked:
Why is Ontario continuing to push ahead with #s program of industrial-scale wind
turbines and wind power, when all the facts seem o argue against 7 | don't know. |
don't understand why Ontario's Liberal government never did a cost-benefit
analysis, or why i has ignored the admonitions of two auditors general about
impacts and costs, or why it ssems unable, or unwilling, to look at the real-world
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axperience of s wind power expsriment.

Fdont know why the government signed contracts in 2018 Tor 800 megawatts of
wind power when we already have a power surplus.

iy 2016, Ontario paid $2.7 billion for generators of electricity from nuclear, gas and
hydro not to produce power, because we were forced to accept wind power {when it
shows up) to the grid.

in September, a new 100-megawatt wind power facility started commercial
aperation, but that same month, 42% of wind power in Ontario's west region was
curtailed {surplus, not added to the grid).

Ontario’s electricity custormers paid for that powsr, anvway.

fdont know why the government keeps adding more new power, which adds costs
to people's electricity bills, so much so that "energy poverty” is a new, sad phrase in
Oniario,

The government claims to have reduced electricity bills by 25%, but it has done
nothing to cul costs by cancelling contracts for unneeded power.

don't know why we are adding more "green” power when Ontario is already
“green” by most standards.

Ontarie’s engingers point out that more intermittent wind power means more natural
gas back-up, which means more fossil fuel use, not less.

don't know why the government persists in saying wind power is good for the
snvironment when its effect on the natural environment and wildife s well known.

Last month, Ontario’s Environmental Commissioner pointed out that no request to
“kill, harm or harass” wildiife had been refused for four vears - she cited wind powar
projects where developrment actually took precedence over environmental balance.

Finally, | don't know why the government is ighoring the thousands of reports of
negative impacts from the huge, noiseproducing turbines.

Between 2006 and 2014, the government received well over 3,100 formal reports of
excessive noise and vibration, according to documents provided to Wind Concerns
Ontario.

Mew wind turbine projects will be affected by the Ontarie Liberal government
cancaling their green energy act o save money. Photograph taken on Tuesday
September 27, 2018 near Strathroy, Cntario west of London. {(Mike Hensen/The
London Free Press) When the Green Energy Act was passed in 2008, the
government already knew there were problems, but it pushed ahead anyway, going
so far as to remove tocal land use planning power from municipalities seeking to
protect their residents.

Of those thousands of reports, more than 50% received no response from the
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change. Only 19 resulted in a priority

fesponse.

On the formal Follution Incident Reports kept by the government, there is space to
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name the "client”

Who might that be, for the ministry whose pledge itis 1o protect the environment and
human health? Not the people of Ontario. On each repor, the "client” listed is the
wind power developer.

New noise profocols were released sarlier this year bud guess what? The newly
contracted projects dont have to abide by the new rules.

There are concerns about the effect of the vibration frorm wind turbine construction
and operation {picture a giant Wwning fork stuck in the ground).

But the environment minisiry appears to have abdicated its role as regulator, and
refies instead on seif-reguiation by the multibillion-dollar wind power industry.

YWhat is the reasoen behind these social, economic and environment costs that so
moves the Ontaric government to keap pressing ahead with this problematic
program? | dont know. The government ig not answering. Jane Wilson is a
Registered Nurse and health care writer; she is volunteer president of Wind
Concems Onlario, a coalition of 30 community groups and hundrads of Ontario
citizens

305372404
Top power grid exec resigns after domestic violence charge; Top
powsr grid exec resigns after domestic viclence charge

Canadian Press -~ Tue Nov 21 2017

WASHINGTON - The head of an international authority that oversees the North
Armerican power grid has resigned following his arrest on a domestic violence
charge in Georgia.

Gerry Cauley stepped down Monday as CEO of the North American Electric
Relisbility Corp., an international reguiatory authority that seeks to assure reliability

and security of the electric grid in the United States, Canada and northern Mexico.

Jall records show the 84-year-old was arrested Nov. 10 at his home outside Aflanta.
He was charged with baltery-family viclence and released on bond.

A message was left Tussday with Cauley's divorce lawyer.

NERC senior vice-president and general counsel Charles Berardesco is serving as
interim president and CEG.

Board chairman Roy Thilly says NERC remains committed to maintaining the
refiability and resilisnce of the bulk power system,
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Avista shareholders approve utility’s sale to Canadian utitity Hydro
Gne

MCT Regional News - Tue Now 21 2017
Byline: By Backy Kramer, The Spokesmar-Review, Spokane, Wash,

Nov. 21-—With litle fanfare, Avista Corp.'s shareholders approvead the sale of the
128-year-old company to Canadian ulility Hydro Cne Lid. on Tussday.

About @8 percent of shareholders voted in favor of the $5.3 billion transaction, which
is expectad io be finalized in August.

Most of Avista's sharegholders are institutional investors, who voted in advance of the
Tuesday mormning mesting.

About 80 people attended the brief shareholders’ meeting in Avista's audiforium.
Several hundred, however, gathered for a community recaption for Hydro One CEO
Mayo Schmidt Monday evening at the Historic Davenport Hotel

"We don't view this as an acquisition. We view this as a coming fogsther, a
partnership” Schmidt told the crowd at the Davenport.

The Torenio-based ulility, which serves 1.3 million customers in suburban and rural
Ortario, is the right size for the goquisition to be a "merger of equals,” said Scott
Morris, Avista's chairman and CEC.

Spokane-based Avista started exploring merger and sale options late last year.
Several ulilities expressed interest before Avista’s board of directors approved
Hydro One's offer.

Morris sald a number of community residents have asked him why Avista didn't seek
an alliance with g publicly traded utility in the Northwest, such as Puget! Sound
Energy or PacifiCorp. it came down to size, he said.

"We're smaller than they are,” Morris said.

By aligning with Hydro One, Avista was able o negotiate key concessions, such as
keeping Avista's corporate headguarters in Spokane, securing an increase in the
company's charitable giving and continuing its role in lecal economic development
initiatives, he said.

TYou'll still see the same Avista)” Morris promised the crowd at the reception.

The sale must be reviewed and approved by state and federal requlators, which is
expected to take about nine months. When the transaction is complete, Avista will
operate as a wholly owned subsidiary of Hydro One.

At the time of the sale, Hydro One will purchase Avista's outstanding stock for §53
per share. The price represents a 23 parcent premium over the company’s clesing
share price on July 18, the day the sale was announced.

Despite the large payout, at least one local shareholder was disappointed by
Avista's decision to sell
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Dennis Hueber, of Spokane, owns about 1,000 shares of Avista. He likes to investin

local stocks and considers Avista a stable, well-managed company.

“I'd prefer to hang on to those shares,” said Hueber, who didn't attend Tuesday's
shareholder mesting. " feel ke 'm being pushead out by this move.

“It's hard to find something that you will feel as comfortable parking your money in
as @ local utility,” he sald.

{c}2017 The Spekesman-Heview (Spokane, Wash.)
Visit The Spokesman-Review {Spokane, Wash. ) at www spokesman.com

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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