Message

From: Wade, Helena (ENERGY) [Helena.Wade@ontario.ca]
Sent: 2018-05-17 9:24:38 AM
To: @ENERGY-COMM-Issues_and_MediaRelations [ENERGY-COMM-Issues_and_MediaRelations@msgov.gov.on.cal;

'‘Anderson, Alexandria (OPG)' [alexandria.anderson@opg.com]; Armstrong, Hillary (ENERGY)
[Hillary.Armstrong@ontario.ca]; Barbaro, Rachel (ENERGY) [Rachel.Barbaro@ontario.cal; Mary Bernard
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7e3e3e8d7f9345c2b0aab3e0fd7a79f2-Mary Bernar]; Berry, James (ENERGY)
[James.Berry5@ontario.cal; 'Bozzo, John (OEB)' [Jlohn.Bozzo@ontarioenergyboard.ca]; Tim Butters
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=51a65d6ed8cf46629b4c4226b8a7033f-Tim Butters]; Alexandra Campbell
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c1277e2d9ffd4c598e3819f291200a35-Alexandra C]; Campbell, David
(ENERGY) [David.Campbell2@ontario.cal; John Cannella [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cd667c6d53774dd0a749783bh02ae89d-Iohn Cannel]; Carson, Cheryl
(ENERGY/MEDEI/MRI) [Cheryl.Carson@ontario.ca]; Cayley, Daniel (ENERGY) [Daniel.Cayley@ontario.cal; Chatterjee,
Jeet (ENERGY]) [Jeet.Chatterjee@ontario.ca]; Coker, Meaghan (ENERGY) [Meaghan.Coker@ontario.ca]; Cooper,
Sarah (ENERGY) [Sarah.Cooper@ontario.cal; 'Crawford, Paul (OEB)' [Paul.Crawford@ontarioenergyboard.cal;
christine.dade@ontario.ca [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=af90ebb6c6a042628b39¢52ab28116f7-christine.d]; David Barrett
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ef6f3b035ceb494099260e6fa7603f36-David Barre]; Andrew Dow
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6268b334c119488b888395bba8b155d9-Andrew Dow]; 'Dykxhoorn, Sandra
(OPG)' [Sandra.Dykxhoorn@opg.com]; Chuck Farmer [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=aa83ad66edf341b4a48c3f8520b674355-Chuck Farme]; Gibbs, Diana (ENERGY)
[Diana.Gibbs@ontario.ca]; 'Gruetzner, Ted (OPG)' [Ted.Gruetzner@opg.com]; Ho, Larissa (ENERGY)
[Larissa.Ho@ontario.ca]; Hume, Steen (ENERGY) [Steen.Hume@ontario.cal; Imbrogno, Serge (ENERGY)
[Serge.Imbrogno®@ontario.cal; Johnson, Paul {ENERGY) [Paul.Johnson3@ontario.ca]; Kacaba, Jennifer (ENERGY)
[Jennifer.Kacaba@ontario.cal; 'Kelly, Neal (OPG)' [Neal.Kelly@ocpg.com]; 'Kinapen, Donna (OEB)'
[Donna.Kinapen@ontarioenergyboard.cal; Kitchen, Matthew (ENERGY) [Matthew.Kitchen@ontario.ca]; 'Kovesfalvi,
Sylvia (OEB)' [Sylvia.Kovesfalvi@ontarioenergyboard.ca]; Landmann, Peter (ENERGY) [Peter.Landmann@ontario.ca];
Latto-Hall, Arla (ENERGY) [Arla.Latto-Hall@ontario.ca]; Lazakis, Chloe (ENERGY) [Chloe.Lazakis@ontario.cal; Jane
Leckey [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=2d516eefl12b444edacalee56126664b3-lane Leckey]; Leung, Thomas {(MOF)
[Thomas.Leung@ontario.ca]; Lindsay, Ken (ENERGY) [Ken.Lindsay@ontario.ca]; Linington, Brenda (MOI)
[Brenda.linington@ontario.ca]; Maguire, Lauren (ENERGY) [Lauren.Maguire@ontario.ca]; Montgomery, Kaitlin
(MOF) [Kaitlin.Montgomery@ontario.cal; Naveed, Fatima (ENERGY) [SOM.Fatima.Naveed@ontario.ca]; Nekolaichuk,
Colin (ENERGY) [Colin.Nekolaichuk@ontario.ca]; Nelms, Scott (MOF) [Scott.Nelms@ontario.ca]; Pelkey, Bryan
(ENERGY) [Bryan.Pelkey@ontario.cal; Jordan Penic [fo=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d23bcd450594583bb40b447b35485da-lordan Peni]; Pitkeathly, Doreen
(ENERGY) [Doreen.Pitkeathly@ontario.ca]; Poirier, Linda {(ENERGY) [Linda.Poirier@ontario.ca]; Rehob, lames
(ENERGY) [James.Rehob®@ontario.cal; 'Rowe, Jennifer (OPG)' [Jennifer.Rowe@opg.com]; Sermat-Harding, Kaili
(ENERGY) [Kaili.Sermat-Harding@ontario.ca]; Shear, Dan (ENERGY) [Dan.Shear@ontario.cal; Simmons, Valerie
(ENERGY) [Valerie.Simmons@ontario.cal; Spence Lair, Marlo (ENERGY) [SOM1.Marlo.Spencelair@ontario.cal;
Spence, Marcia (ENERGY) [Marcia.Spence@ontario.cal; Stoiko, Andrea (ENERGY) [Andrea.Stoiko@ontario.cal;
Sweet, Edward (ENERGY) [Edward.Sweet@ontario.ca]; Syed, Usman (ENERGY) [Usman.Syed@ontario.cal;
Thompson, Erin (ENERGY) [Erin.Thompson@ontario.ca]; Thompson, Rachel (ENERGY)

[Rachel. Thompson@ontario.cal; Todd, Brian (MOI) [Brian.Todd@ontario.cal; Tretiakov, llia (ENERGY)
[llia.Tretiakov@ontario.cal; Visheau, Vanessa (ENERGY) [Vanessa.Visheau@ontario.cal; Whittington, Matt (ENERGY)
[Matt.Whittington@ontario.cal; Wright, Lindsay (ENERGY) [Lindsay.Wright@ontario.ca]; Terry Young
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=872fa3f6e61a48709h11458c0c3bbcab-Terry Youngl; Schlaepfer, Martin
(ENERGY) [Martin.Schlaepfer@ontario.ca]; Kuppuswami, Kritika (MOF) [Kritika. Kuppuswami@ontario.cal; Perkins,
Michael (ENERGY) [Michael.Perkins@ontario.ca]; Quartarone, Robert (ENERGY)
[SOM.Robert.Quartarone@ontario.cal; Katona, Keley (MOF) [Keley.Katona@ontario.ca]; Cengarle, John (MOF)
[John.Cengarle@ontario.ca]; Den Heijer, Kevin (ENERGY) [Kevin.DenHeijer@ontario.ca]; Cotter, Adam (ENERGY)
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[Adam.Cotter@ontario.ca]; Riggs, Matt (ENERGY) [Matt.Riggs@ontario.ca]; Dmitriev, Constantine (ENERGY)
[Constantine.Dmitriev@ontario.cal; Reis, Sydney (ENERGY) [Sydney.Reis3@ontario.cal; Byrne-Krzycki, Alexander
(ENERGY) [Alexander.Byrne-Krzycki@ontario.ca]; 'Tara Brautigam (Tara.Brautigam@oeb.ca)'
[Tara.Brautigam@oeb.cal; 'Alexandra Day (Alexandra.Day@oeb.ca)' [Alexandra.Day@oeb.cal; 'OGBORNE Shawn -
STAKEREL' [shawn.ogborne@opg.com]; 'Brayden Akers (brayden.akers@opg.com)' [brayden.akers@opg.com];
Whytock, John (ENERGY) [John.Whytock@ontario.cal; Speerin, Isabelle (ENERGY) [Isabelle.Speerin@ontario.ca];
Brown, Liam (ENERGY) [Liam.Brown2@ontario.ca]; Williams, Claudia (ENERGY) [Claudia.Williams@ontario.ca];
Amirault, Karla (ENERGY) [Karla.Amirault@ontario.ca]

Subject: QP Newsletter: QP Briefing and Queen's Park Today - May 17

Attachments: Queen's Park Today- May 17.pdf; QP Briefing May 17.pdf

Good morning,
Please find attached the May 17, 2018 issues of QP Briefing and Queen’s Park Today.
QP Briefing
From the opinion pages
e (pg. 4) The Star editorial board argues the Hydro One board has handed Ford a gift with its
self-congratulatory pay raises.
Feature articles
e How Ford’s election promises add up so far
o (pg. 7) Ford has promised to end Ontario's cap-and-trade program, and not to
implement the federal carbon tax backstop in its place, as Brown had intended to. He
may end up in a court battle with the federal government over the issue but, assuming
he succeeds, he would lose access to carbon market revenue of an estimated $2 billion
a year. At present, that money is to be spent on initiatives that lower Ontario's carbon
footprint. Today, much of it goes to carbon-friendly infrastructure repairs, homes,
hospitals and schools.
o (pg. 8) Ford has pledged to reduce the average hydro bill by an additional 12 per cent,
costing the province $800 million a year. The government would rebate its portion of
Hydro One dividends and move conservation programs from the rate base to the tax
base, as well as abandon energy contracts where financially feasible. That's on top of
keeping the costly borrowing scheme behind the Liberal government's Fair Hydro Plan,
introduced last year, at least in the short term.
e Ford would axe hundreds of millions in cap-and-trade-funded programs
o (pg. 10) Scrapping Ontario’s cap-and-trade system and reducing the provincial fuel tax
would yield the discount to the gas price cuts, he said. A senior Ford campaign official
confirmed canning cap and trade means cancelling the programs it funds. Those

include the four-year, $900-million social and private housing retrofits program and a
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$200-million plan for eco-friendly school upgrades. A questions around how swiftly the
programs would be cut and who would be impacted remain, however.

o (pg. 10) In 2017, carbon auctions raked in $1.9 billion for the province, cash flow a Tory
government would cut off along with the green retrofits and services it pays for.

o (pg. 11) Other spending commitments and tax and hydro rate cuts may hinder the PC
plan to climb out of deficit, which Ford confirmed Wednesday a Tory regime would run
in the first and possibly second year. “By the end of our term, we’ll have a balanced
budget,” he added.

o (pg. 11) He repeated his claim he would stop the federal government from imposing a
carbon tax after ditching cap and trade. Under federal law, any province without a
carbon pricing scheme will become subject to Ottawa’s carbon tax.

Queen’s Park Today

Today on the campaign trail
o Ford to slash fuel taxes in bid top lower prices at the pump
o (pg. 3) As part of the Tories’ pocketbook agenda, the PCs are proposing to reduce the
provincial fuel tax on gasoline from 14.7 cents per litre to nine cents per litre. This will
cost the provincial government $1.19 billion in annual revenues.
o (pg. 3) Ontario’s cap-and-trade program brought in $1.9 billion last year, which
combined with the $1.2 billion fuel tax cut, would put a $3.1 billion hole in the budget.

News from the campaign trail
e (pg. 6) In response to a Clean Air Alliance election questionnaire about nuclear power in

Ontario, the New Democrats indicated their party is in favour of decommissioning the aging
Pickering nuclear plant in August when its licence expires rather than extending its operating
life until 2024, as the Liberals have planned. To replace the energy generating by Pickering

nuclear, the NDP supports importing more hydroelectricity from Quebec.

Helena Wade

Program Officer — Media and Issues
Ministry of Energy

647-622-4138
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