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Today at Queen ’s Park


On the schedule


The House will convene at 10:30 a.m. for question period.


MPPs will begin second reading debate on Bill 132, Fair Hydro Act, in the afternoon.


The bill, which was introduced last Thursday, legislates a program to refinance the cost of the Global

Adjustment as a measure to lower the average electricity bill by 17 per cent. The $28 billion cost of

refinancing will appear on hydro bills in the mid-to-late 2020s as the “Clean Energy Adjustment.”


The Government House Leader ’s office has scheduled evening sittings on Monday, Tuesday and

Thursday of this week so the Government can pass key pieces of legislation before the House rises on

June 1. Bill 132 is scheduled to be debated until midnight on Monday.


Topics of conversation


• NDP MPP Peter Tabuns is calling on the Financial Accountability Officer to investigate the province ’s

Fair Hydro Plan. Tabuns wants the government to turn over any cabinet documents with long-term

hydro rate projections to the FAO.

o Energy Minister Glenn Thibeault said he welcomes and encourages a review by the FAO and that he

has been cooperating with the office ’s requests since the plan was first announced in March.


• OPG ’s net income for the first quarter of 2017 decreased 48 per cent as compared to the same

period in 2016. The company brought in just $64 million, as compared to $123 million in 2016. The

company attributed the lower earnings to reduced generation capacity at Darlington, which is currently

being refurbished, and to the fact the Ontario Energy Board has not let the OPG increase its prices

since 2014.

o OPG ’s rate increase application is currently before the OEB. A decision should be made within the

next two months.


Today ’s events


May 15 at 10:00 a.m. — Toronto

NDP leader Andrea Horwath will hold a media availability at Queen ’s Park to discuss her concerns with

Bill 132, Fair Hydro Act.
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