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CHAIRPERSON'sMESSAGE C ORPORATE SERVICES 
As the Chairperson for the last three years, I continue to be p leased 
to share in the work of this strong, environmentally responsible and 
adapting Conservation Al,fthority. Every member of our Board, all our 
staff and our many committed volunteers work well together to keep 
Catfish Creek Conservation Authority (CCCA) up-to-date and effective. 

The CCCA has an excellent record of preserving our natural heritage 
and offering interpretat ion of it for all as well as doing all our provincially 
mandated work. We have \jndertaken a Sedimentation Study under our 
Ice Management Programme to help reduce f looding in Port Bruce, 
repaired the dam at Springwater and done restorative work on the banks 
of Catfish Creek in the Town of Aylmer. 

Continuing our commitment to Marsh Quest, t he Carolinian Forest 
Festival, and the Maple Syrup Programme in partnership with the 
Thames Valley District School Board, demonstrates our strong 
mandate to educate. Our excellent long-term working relationship 
with t he Environmental Leadership Programme is vital to our education 
programmes and we very much value the leadership of Duncan Sinclair. 
Our staff, co-op students and volunteers work hard to provide excellent 
environmental education programmes. As well our lands continue to 
offer excellent study opportunities for both the University of Western 
Ontario and the University of Guelph. 

Once again, we participated in Doors Open Port Stanley/Sparta byhaving 
the Yarmouth Natural Heritage Area open for guided tours October 1st. 
Our new geothermal heating and cooling ground source unit has proved 
very beneficial both environmentally and fiscally saving us over $2,000 in 
its fi rst year. We are a very fiscally responsible Authority receiving only 
21% of our funds from municipal levies and 22% from provincial funding 
with the remaining 57% being self-generated. We will continue to face 
many challenges with t he cutbacks being mandated provincially. 

This year, Ric Wellwood officially announced his retirement and as an 
Authority we have very much appreciated his hard work for us during his 
tenure. He acquired in grants over one and a half mill ion dollars for t he 

work-we do including a Celebrate Ontario Grant last year to improve and 
expand our Maple Syrup Festival. 

It is with difficulty, I have to acknowledge the retirement from our Board 
of George Cleminshaw. George has been a valuable asset to our Board, 
serving for 17 years as Malahide's representative and my Vice-Chair for 
the last three years. He has been a Rnowledgeable, sensible and reliable 
member to work with and will be sorely missed. We wish both George 
and Ric all the best. 
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In closing, I want to acknowledge t he excellent working relationship that 
has developed between the Grand River CA, the Long Point Region CA, 
the Kettle Creek CA and ourselves through the Source Water Protection 
Committee. We learn a lot from each other and work well together. 
Also a special thanks to the staff as well as all the volunteers, sponsors 
and organizations that supported and assisted CCCA in achieving its 
many goals. The success of the work that is done would not be possible 
without your dedication and commitment. 

The activities of t he Catfish Creek Conservation Authority are 
governed by a Board of Directors comprised of five members 
appointed by the five member municipalities of the Catfish Creek 
watershed. 

BOARD MEMBER MUNICIPALITY 
Sally Martyn, Chairperson ........ Municipality of Central Elgin 

George Cleminshaw, 
Vice-Chairperson ....................... Township of Malahide 

Lori Baldwin-Sands ....................City of St. Thomas 

Anne Vanhoucke ........ ................Township of South-West Oxford 

Judi Wright ................................ Town of Aylmer 

Gerry Richer ............................... Town of Aylmer (alternate) 

STAFF MEMBER POSITION 
Mr. Kim Smale ............................ General Manager/ 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Susan Mann................................ Financial Services Coordinator 

Ed Pietrzak ................................. Conservation Areas Supervisor 

Tony Difazio ..................... .......... Resource Planning Coordinator 

Peter Dragunas ..... , ........... .......... Water Management Technician 

Barry Martin ...............................Operations Assistant 

Laura Ronayne ........................... Program Support Assistant 

Ric Wellwood ················;············ Fundraising/Communications 

2011 FINANCIAL R EPORT 
2011 REVENUE 

2.78% 

Springwater CA 
User Fees & Sales 

S4S2,787 

2011 EXPENDITURES 

Provincial 
rants 

931 
0.32% 
ral Grants 

$3,516 

1.72% 

Programs 
S19.017 

4.94% 
24.40% 

Provincially 
Mandated 
Programs 
S277,121 

Sally Martyn, CCCA Chairperson 

PLEASE NOTE: Copies of the full ,...... 2011 Audited Financial StatementsMIX 
'1/-..,.) Paperfrom 

, ..po,1Siblt tourcet may be obtained by contacting
!_~ FSC-C016901 the Authority Administration Centre. 



Y EAR IN REVIEW ... 
ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING 
• Reviewed and commented on 52 Plannin~ Act applications and 

development proposals 
• Issued 18 permits relative to the Conservation Authorities Act, 

Ontario Reg. 146/06, under 0. Reg. 97/04 
• Received and provided comments on 7 Municipal Drain Reports 

and Drain Maintenance requests 
• Provided responses to 59 property inquiries (legal, real estate, 

general information requests) 
• Commented on the Official Plans being revised for the Township of 

Malahide and newly developed for the County of Elgin 
• Assessed the impacts of the new provincial Endangered Species 

Act to conserve, enhance and recover endangered and threatened 
species in the watershed. 

• Implemented woodlot management activities on private and public 
lands with the assistance of the students from the Environmental 
Leadership Program 

• Provided approvals ofManaged Forest Plans for private landowners 
applying to the provincial Managed Forest Tax Incentive Program 
(MFTIP) 

• Worked with a number of community environmental partners 
to complete several fish and wildlife habitat restoration projects 
through t he Community Fisheries / Wildlife Involvement Program 
(CFWIP) 

• Received funding supportfrom the Environment Canada "EcoAction 
Community Funding Program" to assist The Rotary Club of Aylmer 
with the second phase of the restoration of Catfish Creek in the 
Town of Aylmer 

• Acted as the designated local resource agency to provide technical 
advice to farmers interested in undertaking environmental projects 
through the Canada-Ontario Farm Stewardship Program (COFSP) 

• Provided technical expertise and financial incentives to watershed 
landowners for erosion control, wetland construction, and fisheries 
rehabi litation projects on private lands 

• Re-established the Catfish Creek Irrigation Advisory Committee 
to monitor water taking by landowners needing irrigation for t heir 
agricultural crops 

DRINKING WATER SOURCE PROTECTION 
In 2006, t he Ontario government passed the Clean Water Act to 
protect the wells, rivers and lakes that are sources of municipal 
drinking water. Under the Act, the Grand River, Long Point Region, 
Kettle Creek and Catfish Creek Conservation Authorities have 
continued their partnership under the umbrella of the Lake Erie Source 
Protection Region to complete Assessment Reports which will form the 
basis of preparing Source Protection Plans for each of t he respective 
watersheds. 

The Assessment Report for the Catfish Creek Source Protection 
Area is now complete and was one of the first in the Province of 
Ontario to receive final approval under Section 17 (2) ofthe Clean Water 
Act, 2006. 

The next step is to decide what to do about the significant threats 
ident ified in the Assessment Reports. 

The Drinking Water Source Protection Plans will contain the policies 
and programs needed to address these issues and are scheduled to 
be completed by August, 2012. 

WATERSHED STEWARDSHIP 
I 

• Worked in partnership with Ontario Power Generation (OPG) to 
enhance the interior forest habitat and extend the natural heritage 
corridors throughout the Catfish Creek watershed by planting 
30,000 native trees and wildlife shrubs 

WATER MANAGEMENT 
Average surface temperatures are increasing which in turn increases 
change to precipitation patterns and extent. Changes in climate 
conditions are expected to include general warming, decreased 
snow cover, increase in the amount of temperature extremes, ~nd the 
intensity of localized precipitation. These climate changes are expected 
to adversely affect local comrnunitie~ through increased flooding and 



YEAR IN R EVIEW ... 

longer durations of low water conditions. The CCCA attempts to 
mitigate the impacts of climate change through water management 
activities such as f lood forecasting and low water response. 

The CCCA informs partner municipalities and residents of associated 
water level risks. CCCA monitors and maintains a series of hydrometric 
stations within the Catfish Creek and neighbouring watersheds to 
determine the effects ofp recipitation, snow melt, and ice migration on 
water levels. Using data col lected through the hydrometric network, 
the CCCA is able to monitor water levels and forecast channel flows 
which are used to notify watershed municipalities and residents of 
potential floods and low water conditions. 

The CCCA is responsible for providing Advisories and Warnings of 

potential flooding events which pose a threat to watershed residents. 
Based on watershed conditions, t he most appropriate flood message 
is sent to the municipalities who have the responsibil ity to respond and 

ensure the safety of their residents. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources has developed a Low Water 

Response Plan to assist with low water conditions and support local 
low water response. The CCCA coordinates a Low Water Response 
Team which is comprised of representatives from local water user 

groups, member municipalities, farmers/ landowners, recreation users, 
industry and government agencies. Within;the realm oft he Low Water 
Response Plan, the local Water Response Team makes decisions on the 
appropriate measures and conservat ion actions to be implemented. 

CONSERVATION LANDS 
• Partnered with staff from the Jaffa Environmental Education Centre 

and the East Elgin Secondary School Environmental Leadership 
Program to deliver the Carolinian Forest Festival and Marsh Quest 

to over 2,000 students 
• Hosted the South West Region Envirothon Competition at the 

Springwater Conservation Area 
• Received funding support from Shell Canada, Celebrate Ontario 

and the Food Safety and Traceabi lity Initiative to enhance the 
Springwater Maple Syrup Festival and t he trai ls in the Springwater 
Forest 

• Provided technical training and hands-on work experience for 
students enrolled in the Environmental Leadership Program and the 
Cooperative Education Work Placement Program in t he Thames 
Val ley District School Board 

• Planted two hect­
ares of tallgrass prairie 
at the Archie Coulter 

• Conservation Area 

• Hosted a Doors Open 
event for the public 
to tour t he Yarmouth 
Natural Heritage Area 

Managed and 
operated over 535 
hectares of land for 
the purposes of active 
and passive recreation, 
species at risk protec­
tion, water recharge, 
environmental educa­
tion, wi ldlife habitat 
and forest products. 





__ ___ ___ ___ ___ __ ___ ___ ___ __

The CCCA is a non-profit organization that needs your financial support and volunteerism to ensure local ly driven environmental init iatives 
continue in the futu re. All donations are used for programs and p rojects within the Catfish Creek watershed. 

YES, I would like to demonstrate my devotion and vision for a healthy environment by donating$ _____ in support of the following initiative(s): 

0 Protection & Preservation of Conservation Lands 0 Yout h Environmental Education 0 Wildlife Habitat 

0 Springwater Forest Preservation/Management 0 Commemorative Forest Program 0 Wetlands Restoration 

Official tax receipt will be issued for minimum donations of $20.00. Commemorative gifts and land donations graciously received. I 

Name:_::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~ Telephone:____ ___ ___ ___ ___ __ ___ ___ ___ __ •__ ~ 

Address: Postal Code: 1 
Payment in Cash, Visa, Mastercard, or Debit will gladly be accepted at the CCCA Office or please mail a cheque to: 

CATFISH CREEK CONSERVATION AUTHORITY, 8079 Springwater Rd., R.R.#5, Aylmer, ON NSH 2R4 

~ ---------r,:- ~_..,. -~ - --- -- --- ~ --.,...,..,. --,:::-r-,-,- •---~r-----------------...-... ... .,-., ..,--- ---.--~-----------.-..------- -~-.---
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ONTARIO 
N1.wnlCNmpions 

Alisar Aggregates Inc. Fick, Don & Rosina McConnell. Elizabeth & William Springwater Packers 

Ball, Bill & Rose Mary Fisheries & Oceans Canada McGlynn, Sean St. Joseph's Catholic High School 

Basson, Robert & Arlene Ford, Debra McPherson, David & Marylynn St. Thomas Field Naturalists 

Berkelmans, Karl & Jody Foster, Raymond & Robin Ministry of the Environment St. Thomas Wood Carvers 

BMW Riders (Paul Ruffle) Friends of Springwater Ministry of Natural Resources Steelway Industries 

Botzang, Larry Grand River CA Ministry of Agriculture, Tales, Mike & Tammy 

Brown, David & Barbara Green Lane Community Trust Fund Food & Rural Affairs TD Friends of the Environment 

Button, Christopher & Nancy HA Kebbel Funeral Home Ministry of Tourism and Culture Thames Valley D istrict School Board 

Calvar, Yves Hamilton Ward & Cathers Insurance Municipality of Central Elgin The Aylmer Express 

Canadian Mental Health Association Heckman, Jennifer Natural Resource Gas Ltd. The Aylmer Rotary Club 

Central Elgin Collegiate Instit ute Henderson, Norah Ontario Police College Tim Hortons Aylmer 

Chrysler Canada Inc. Hill, Thomas & Cheryl Ontario Power Generation Tirecraft Auto Center 

City of St. Thomas HNM Promotions Order of Good Cheer Town ofAylmer 

Claus, Doug Hofmann, Erwin Parker Fuels Township of Malahide 

Conservation Ontario Huron Tractor Parkside Collegiate Institute Township of South-West Oxford 

County of Elg in IGPC Ethanol Incorporated Prong, Fred Trupp, Richard 

Dale, Danial & Shirley Imperial Road Animal Hospital Guai Du Vin Estate W inery Uher, David & Marietta 

Dowler-Karn Fuels Jakob,Joseph Rempel, Eddy & Pauline Vandenbrink Farm Equipment 

Ducks Unlimited Canada K & K Locksmiths Rice, Ann VanFest 

East Elgin Secondary School - Karda, M ike Rigatti, John, Fraser, & Cynthia Vanliere, Ron 

Environmenta l Leadership Program Kavin, Caroline Riggs Engineering Ltd . Wagler Mini Barns 

Eastbury, George Kettle Creek CA Rimnyak, Bill & Linda Waydan Auto Repair 

Edward, Marsha Koolen Electric Ronald, Janet Weber, Dwight 

Elgin Federation of Agriculture Laemers Excavating Sawdust Entertainment Wilson Well Drilling 

Elgin W ild Turkey Chapter Long Point Region C.A. Scouts Canada Wiltsie Truck Bodies 

Elley, Kirk Marshall, Dan Secord Home Building Centre 

Ellis, Richard & Katherine Martyn, Sally Smale, Kim & DJ 

Thanks to the following businesses for their support toward the printing of the 2011 Annual Report: 

RIGGS ENGINEERING LTD. 
PeterCrook, P.Eng. 
Brian Riggs, P.Eng. 

Tel: (519) 657-1040 • Fax: (519) 657-8631 
1240 Commissioners Rd. W. 

Suite 205, London, Ontario N6K 1C7 
www.riggsengineering.com 

www.riggsengineering.com

