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Chairperson’s Message

It has been a tough year for the Catfish Creek Conservation
Authority (CCCA) with COVID-19, as we lost most of our
Maple Syrup festival and special events such as Vanfest,
Paws-itively Elgin, and the Fred Eaglesmith Charity Music
Festival. Even so, the Authority was able to quickly
implement the provincial and health unit guidelines and
open its seasonal campground only a few weeks late. It is
my understanding from staff that we saw record numbers
of both transient campers and day user visitors in 2020,
which says to me that people love coming to Springwater
more and more all the time.

Thanks to the generous donation from the Bushell Estate,
the Authority is working with Steelway Building Systems
and plans to build the Evans Sisters Green Stage that will
be used for educational programs, weddings, and special
events. A very successful fundraiser for the new Visitor
Centre will allow a safer check in and out process from
the Campground. These capital projects will assist with
accommodating the increase in users to the Springwater
Conservation Area.

We also lost our ability to host our annual MarshQuest
environmental education event at the Yarmouth Natural
Heritage Area. Fortunately, thanks to the talented staff and
partners they were able to pull together a very successful
virtual event that has over 500 views, meaning many people
experienced MarshQuest in a safe manner.

We continued our tree planting, wetlands, and erosion

control projects to work with landowners and partners to
improve the Catfish Creek watershed and continue to work
closely with the Township of Malahide to manage ice jams
in Port Bruce.

Details of the changes to the Conservation Authorities Act
in 2020 will be worked on in 2021 and we hope that our
seventy years of collaborative work with the community is
not compromised by the changes.

Hopefully next year is as promising, and the public will
be able to further benefit from the community programs
and services offered by the Catfish Creek Conservation

Authority.

Rick Cerna, CCCA Chairperson

Corporate Services

The activities of the Catfish Creek Conservation Authority are governed by a
Board of Directors comprised of five (5) members appointed by the five (5)
member municipalities of the Catfish Creek watershed.

Board Member Municipality
Rick Cerna (Chairperson)............c...... Township of Malahide
Mark Tinlin (Vice-Chairperson)........... City of S8t. Thomas

Ballf WIEPEYR sovssssnisesmmmmummimiins ...Municipality of Central Elgin

Arthur Oslach..... ...Town of Aylmer

Paul Buchner ........ccccvvieiiiiiiiecnns Township of South-West Oxford

Staff Member Position

Christopher Wilkinson ............cccccoveines General Manager/Secretary-
Treasurer

Susan SIMMONS ssemsmspammmssssms Financial Services Coordinator

Dusty Underhill ...Conservation Areas Supervisor

Tony Difazio..... ...Resource Planning Coordinator

Peter Dragunas ...
Kelsey Oatman....

...Water Management Technician
...Program Support Assistant

Emily Febrey.....cocovvvviiiiiciiin Community Outreach Technician
Gerrit Kremers........covveveiieneiiies Field Technician
Vet B (R V/=T{ o]=To < N————) Field Technician

2020 Financial Report

2020 REVENUE 2020 EXPENDITURES

Springwater C.A. User Fees &
0,
45% Sales, $585,

Conservation Areas
Operations, $567,878

Watershed Stewardship,
Provincial Operating Grants, *41,215 85,034

Amortization, 36,010

Municipal, Special & General

. $
Levies, *382,538 Provincially Mandated

Programs, $298,167

Provincial & Federal Work Programs,
»

Other Provincial Grants, $11,390 Corporate Services, 164,226

Conservation Donations, $73,876

Watershed Stewardship, 47,390

Federal Grants, 14,034

Special Projects, 58,204
Motor Pool, -$13,351

Cg{;ies of the full 2020 Audited Financial Statements may be
o

ained by contacting the Authority Administration Centre.



Conservation Lands
In 2020, the Catfish Creek Conservation Authority (CCCA) focused

Received a second donation from the Donna Vera Evans Bushell Estate

its Conservation Lands efforts on new initiatives, supporting the local to be a part of the Art, Trees, and Trails initiative in collaboration with the
constituents and increased users in a pandemic, while ensuring our lands Elevated Park, Kettle Creek Conservation Authority, and the St. Thomas-
are protected and enhanced. All thanks to the generous and financial Elgin Art Centre. Local landmark paintings with local connections will be
support from different local, private, government agencies, and our many installed throughout Springwater Forest.

community partners, the following was undertaken in 2020.

Purchased 10 new picnic tables for the Springwater Conservation Area.

Began building the new Visitor Centre at the Springwater Conservation

Hosted various job placements through Fanshawe Employment

Areg, thanks to a SUCQGSSfU] community fundraising campaign this Services, the March of Dimes, Green Jobs, and the Ontario Job Creation
project became a reality. Partnership Program.

* Received a donation from the Donna Vera Evans Bushell Estate to create o Greated an interactive website to highlight the stream rehabilitation
‘The Evans Sisters Stage’, an environmentally friendly Green Roof Stage work that needs to be done in the Archie Coulter Conservation Area, in
in the Springwater Day Use / Beach Area. conjunction with the Environmental Leadership (ELP) class from East

e Successfully opened the Springwater Conservation Area for the 2020 Elgin Secondary School.
camping season with guidance from Southwestern Public Health Unit o |g5yed multiple research permits for work in our various Conservation
regarding COVID-19 protocols. A plan of action was made, and policies and Areas to organizations including The University of Guelph, Bird Canada,
protocols were developed that allowed seasonal and transient camping to and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans.

occur with some limitations in services.

) ) ) ) Completed an updated Springwater Master Plan that will create
Adjusted the Springwater Conservation Area group camping areas to transparency, as well as guide development and sustainability in
add new individual sites to accommodate more transient campers. Springwater Conservation Area over the next few decades.

Planted 2,200 American Chestnut Trees in the watershed in coordination
with the ELP class, Ron Casier, and the Canadian Chestnut Council.
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SPRINGWATER! :

(\ »» 2021 Special
i ‘ Events Calendar
March 13 - 21 Maple Syrup Festival

* two weekends & March Break
April 24 Opening Day of Trout Fishing
\EVAS Tim Hortons Kids Trout Derby
June 11 - 13 Van Fest
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July 10 Kid Cops & Canadian Tire Fishing Derby
July 24 Paws-itively Elgin

August 20 - 22 Fred Eaglesmith Charity Music Festival
December 4 Christmas Spirit Walk
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*These events are subject to Provincial Regulations,
please check our website for the most up-to-date information

For more information contact our office at 519-773-9037
or visit our website at www.catfishcreek.ca

Debrabandere Wetland /
Wildlife Habitat Creation -

Stewardship Services AR A L

Although Pandemic restrictions made planning and completing construction projects a challenge, demand remained high among watershed landowners
wishing to restore natural habitats. Thanks to the commitment from long-term funding partners such as the Elgin Clean Water Program, the Elgin Stewardship
Council, and Ducks Unlimited, the CCCA was able to help seven (7) landowners with stewardship initiatives in the watershed. With additional Federal
Government funding assistance from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, the Authority was able to restore 350 metres of degraded stream banks, three
(8) acres of wetlands, and six (6) acres of tall grass prairie with a focus on species at risk habitat within the Great Lakes Basin.




Environmental Planning

Historic high-water levels in the Great Lakes Basin
have been the second largest battle that many
shoreline residents have had to confront in 2020.
Shoreline property owners are enduring successive
years of unparalleled erosion rates resulting in the
loss of land not seen before. Almost every shoreline
resident has had to install new or repair existing
shoreline protection measures in an attempt to
protect dwellings and land. The Catfish Creek
Conservation Authority (CCCA) has been working
with landowners to facilitate Conservation Authority
(CA) and Provincial approvals to expedite the timely
construction of individual measures which may help
protect communities along Lake Erie.

The CCCA has also worked with the County of Elgin
on approvals to replace the main bridge crossing
into Port Bruce and the Township of Malahide with

Consistent with 2020 Legislative Mandates and
Watershed Programs, the CCCA undertook the
following:

e |ssued 28 work permits or authorizations (O
major, 8 minor, and 20 routine) relative to the
Conservation Authorities Act or the Drainage
Act, each provided well under the proposed 42
calendar day turn around;

e Reviewed and commented on 111 Planning Act
applications and Environmental Assessments
(service timelines to be determined in 2021
following provincial review of the Planning Act);

¢ Provided responses to 44 property inquiries (legal,
real estate, general information requests), each
provided within the 7-day turnaround time required
for pre-consultation.

= S >
=Vannord Erosion Control Project
-Stewardship Services

important improvements to the harbour entrance at
the confluence of Catfish Creek with Lake Erie.

The Staff and Board Members of the CCCA have
been working closely with Provincial Ministerial staff
and local watershed member municipalities with
revisions to the Conservation Authority Act and CA
Programs which will be finalized and implemented in
the 2022 fiscal year.

Wells Erosion Control Project
-Stewardship Services

Environmental Planning -

Harbour Improvements
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Port Bruce Bridge Construction
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Environmental Planning

Water Management

The 2020 winter snowfall and temperatures were relatively moderate and in
turn generated lower than average ice thickness throughout the Catfish Creek

water levels within the CCCA’'s administrative boundary to assist in making
valued decisions on the appropriate conservation measures and actions

watershed. Two (2) Flood Watch, no Flood Warnings, three (3) Watershed
Condition Statements and nine (9) Lake Erie Shoreline Condition Statements
were issued during 2020. Recognizing the wide-ranging effectiveness of
ice breaking/ice mitigation efforts and municipal emergency preparedness
the relatively favourable weather conditions during the freshet runoff allowed
for the ability of any creek ice to easily migrate out to Lake Erie which in turn
reduced flooding in sensitive areas throughout the watershed.

It is worthy to note that
as requirements for wa-
ter increase in the Cat-
fish Creek watershed
through such variables
as population migration,
agricultural irrigation,
and climate change, se-
vere seasonal water lev-
el variability is increas-
ingly widespread within
the Catfish Creek and
its tributaries. The Cat-
fish Creek Conservation
Authority (CCCA) staff
work closely to monitor

® Water Management -
Ice 'and Flood Management

for Irrigation Best Management Practices. This supports CCCA to achieve
provincially outlined water conservation criteria. In the low water season of
2020 (spring to early fall), the Catfish Creek watershed received lower than
average sustainable precipitation. The Catfish Creek and its tributaries were
able to marginally maintain seasonal average flows.

Other Water Management activities in 2020 included:

e Continual monitoring of precipitation, streamflow, and watershed
physiological conditions for flood forecasting and seasonal low water
flows to assist CCCA staff with water management initiatives.

e Collection of surface water and groundwater information through the
Provincial Groundwater Monitoring Network.

e Provided technical assistance and support for CCCA water quality and
quantity initiatives.

e Yearly review of the CCCA’s Flood Warning, Flood Operations and Ice
Management Plans, and Low Water Condition Strategies.

E— Y
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Environmental Education

This year due to COVID-19 the delivery of the Authority’s Environmental Education Programs had to be shifted online. This created challenges, but also created
content that can be utilized for years to come.

e Created eight (8) episodes of “Learn with Ranger Em” in a partnership with Rogers TV London and St. Thomas.
e Prior to the lockdown, hosted one (1) class for our mobile education program.
o With the help of the East Elgin Secondary School's Environmental Leadership Program (ELP) filmed an eleven (11) episode series for MarshQuest.

¢ |n collaboration with Kettle Creek Conservation Authority and the ELP class, created an online experience for grade 7’s for this year’s Carolinian Forest
Festival.

e Hosted the first W.I.L.D. Rangers Summer Camp for two weeks in September.

¢ Hosted the YWCA Newcomer Youth Club virtually to build birdhouses. EnvironmentalEducation
Learn With' Ranger Em' Logo
e Held a community-wide Art Contest in partnership with the Aylmer Fair that had over 30 participants. (contnbuted by Paige Stirling)

Springwater Forest Enjoyment
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Mission Statement

“To communicate and deliver resource management services and programs
in order to achieve social and ecological harmony for the watershed”

The CCCA is a non-profit organization that needs your financial support and volunteerism to ensure locally driven environmental initiatives
continue in the future. All donations are used for programs and projects within the Catfish Creek watershed.

YES, | would like to demonstrate my devotion and vision for a healthy environment by donating $ in support of the following initiative(s):

Q Wildlife Habitat
0 Wetlands Restoration

4 Youth Environmental Education
0 Commemorative Forest Program

0 Protection & Preservation of Conservation Lands
U Springwater Forest Preservation/Management

Name: Telephone:

Address: Postal Code:

Payment in Cash, Visa, Mastercard, or Debit will gladly be accepted at the CCCA Office or please mail a cheque to:
CATFISH CREEK CONSERVATION AUTHORITY, 8079 Springwater Rd., R.R.#5, Aylmer, ON N5H 2R4

Official tax receipt will be issued for minimum donations of $20.00. Commemorative gifts and land donations graciously received. 2

2020 Partners/Donors/Volunteers

A1 Unique Installations
Aaroc Aggregates

ALUS Elgin

Ambrose Plumbing &
Heating

Aylmer Area Community
Foundation

Aylmer Express

Aylmer Fair

Aylmer Optimist

Aylmer Tire

Balsdon, Willmot & Janis
Baughman, Donald
Baxter, Lisa

Beck, Andrew

Beck, Wendy & Andrew
Beharrell, Frances
Bergan, Susana

Biskup, Stefan

Bode, Paul & Margo
Bortoluzzi, Romina &
Thiessen, Roger
Broadbent, Debra

Brooks, Cathy

Brown, Andrew & Christine
Brown, Virginia

Cam'’s Heating & Air
Conditioning

Canada Parks & Recreation
Association

Canada Summer Jobs
Career Launcher

Carlson, Myles

Casier, Ron & Pauline
Catholic Women's League
City of St. Thomas

CJDL Consulting Engineers

(please notify our office of any errors or omissions)

Coleman, Stefanie
Conservation Ontario
County of Elgin

Dale, Dan & Shirley
Davidson, Heather

Diner Foods (New Sarum
Diner)

Dryburgh, Karen

Ducks Unlimited

Edward Jones
EESS-Environmental
Leadership Program

Elgin Stewardship Council
EPCOR

Essex Region C.A.

Estate of Donna Evans
Bushell

Evans, Kieron

Fanshawe Career Services
Farmington Mechanical
Febrey, Linda & James
Ferguson RV World

Fick, Don

Forests Ontario

Friends of Springwater
Giesbrecht, Johan
Gillingwater, Scott

Goble, Darren & Amanda
Goetzmeister Hunting Group
Goodwill's Used Cars
Grand River C.A.

Great Outdoors Fund
(Unsmoke)

Greenwood, Marilyn

H.A. Kebbel Funeral Home
Hainer, Tammy

Hamilton Ward & Cathers

Harris, James & June
Herrington, Victor
Imperial Road Animal
Hospital

Inwood, Shauna

Irwin, Sylvia

K&K Locksmith's
Kampos, Vaclav

Karges, Robert

Keith Hunt Construction
Kerr, David & Debra
Kerr, Wayne

Kettle Creek C.A.
Kielstra, Henry & Ena
Kitts, Dean

Koolen Electric
Kremers Family

Kyle, Susan

Laemers’ Excavating
Lampman, Mary Jane
Lang's Contracting
Learn, Margaret

Litt, Gordon

Long Point Region C.A.
Lounsberry, Sarah
Luksys-Vinnai, Loretta &
Vinnai, Jesse
MacDonald, Susan
Maple Leaves Forever
Martin, Vern

Martin's Safety Training
Martyn, Sally
McConnell, Elizabeth &
William

McCoy, Elva & Douglas
McGonegal, Linda & David
MclLachlin, lan & Anne

Meertens, Ron

Miernicki, Tracy

Ministry of Environment,
Conservation & Parks
Ministry of Labour, Training &
Skills Development

Moore, Edward & Jarabek,
Monica

Municipality of Central Elgin
Navarro, Scott

Nicoll, Brian

Nooren, Lilane

O'Reilly, Lillie & Harper
Oatman, Brenda

Ontario Police College-Path
of Honour

Order of Good Cheer
Oslach, Arthur

Peacock, James

Pinnoy, Debbie & Rob
Plaunt, Chris

Project Learning Tree

Reid, Sheila

Riggs Engineering

Ritcher, Gerry

Rogers TV

Roth, Brian

Scorgie, Cheryl

Scott Lewis Auto
Silverthorn Landscape
Supplies

Simmons, Mark

Simmons, Taylor

Smale, Kim & Dorothy-Jean
Sommers, Geoffrey
Southcott, Judith
Southwest Ontario

Conservation
gk f Ll
Tourism Corp.
Springwater Mills
Springwater Packers
St. Thomas Wood Carvers
Steelway Building Systems
Stirling, Paige
Strathdee, Allison
Taylor, John & Betty
Taylor, Shirley
TD Friends of the
Environment Foundation
Tenhoor, Henry
Teuber, Hetty
Thames Valley District
School Board
Toth, Michael & Michele
Town of Aylmer
Township of Malahide
Township of South-West
Oxford
Van De Wolfshaar, Nicole
Vanderbolt, Judi
Wagler Mini Barns
Wagler, Isaac
West, Aron & Nazila
Westminster Mutual
Insurance Company
Wharram, Heather
William's Funeral Home
Wilson Well Drilling
Wiltsie Truck Bodies
WJ Roofing
Yarmouth Group
YWCA-Settlement Services
Zap's Tree Service
Zimmer, Patricia
Zimmer, Trevor

Thanks to the following businesses for their support toward the printing of the 2020 Annual Report:

Ri16GS ENGINEERING LTD.

for the

M Hamilton Ward & Cathers

INSURANCE SERVICE LIMITED

226.667.4921

Brian Riggs, PEng.
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CATFISH CREEK CONSERVATION AUTHORITY Q .
8079 Springwater Rd., R.R.#5, Aylmer, ON N5H 2R4
PHONE: 519-773-9037 EMAIL: admin@catfishcreek.ca WEBSITE: www.catfishcreek.ca

best

Tel: (519) 657-1040 ¢ Fax: (519) 657-8631
1240 Commissioners Rd. W.
Suite 205, London, Ontario N6K 1C7
www.riggsengineering.com
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