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Paste submission
Dear Mr. Barber,

The legal clinic system in Ontario is important to me and to my community. Please listen to the clinics who are
calling on the Standing Committee on Justice Policy to protect this system by improving the text of Bill 161.

Bill 161 must be changed so that the Legal Aid Services Act maintains its identification of legal clinics as the
foundation for the provision clinic law services. Legal clinics must have the same Ontario-wide accessibility
and clear definition and purpose that they do today. Legal clinics must be governed by the communities they
serve and must not be impeded in providing access to justice for low-income and marginalized people.
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Legal clinics are an asset to community by helping break down barriers to participation in society, support
economic well-being, growth and much more.

For example, research shows that even in a narrow economic

sense, legal aid investment almost always provides significant downstream returns for

governments, with savings ranging from $9 to $16 in social services spending saved per dollar

spent on legal aid.

Trevor CW Farrow & Mary Condon, “Time to Invest in Justice” (12 December 2019) online: Canadian Forum
on

Civil Justice <https://cfcj-fcjc.org/a2jblog/time-to-invest-in-justice/>; Canadian Forum on Civil Justice,
“Investing in

Justice: A Literature Review in Support of the Case for Improved Access” (August 2019), online: CFCJ <
https://cfcj-
fcjc.org/wp-content/uploads/Investing-in-Justice-A-Literature-Review-in-Support-of-the-Case-for-Improved-
Access-by-Lisa-Moore-and-Trevor-C-W-Farrow.pdf>

People deserve accurate information about their legal rights.
Regards,

-Jayal



