
Bill 168 wrongly conflates criticism of Israel with antisemitism 
 
I urge Ontario MPPs to vote against Bill 168 when it comes before the Ontario 
Legislature for third reading. 
 
Bill 168 requires the Government of Ontario to be guided by the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working Definition of Antisemitism. 
However, that definition is poorly worded and most of the examples attached to this 
definition conflate antisemitism with criticism of the State of Israel. 

By erroneously conflating criticism of Israel with antisemitism, Bill 168 poses a 
threat to Charter rights of freedom of expression, and to academic freedom.  

I am a Palestinian Canadian who was forced to flee Palestine in November 1947 and 
have not been allowed, since the State of Israel was created in May 1948, to return 
and settle in my hometown Nazareth because I am a Christian. 
 
I came to Canada in 1965 and worked as a project manager for IBM Canada until 
1993, and then I served as a Member of the Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB) of 
Canada from 1994 to 2005. 
 
Israel’s Basic Law allows any Jews anywhere in the world to settle in the country 
with full citizenship and national rights. Michael Mostyn, Chief Executive Officer of 
B’nai Brith, and Shimon Fogel, Chief Executive Officer of the Centre for Israel and 
Jewish Affair, can settle in Israel and become full citizens. On the other hand, I and 
many of my relatives cannot return and settle in our homeland because we are 
Christians. 
 
Yesh Din, an Israeli human rights organization, released the detailed legal opinion 
below on July 9, chiefly authored by Michael Sfard, who serves as the organization’s 
legal counsel, arguing that Israel’s 53-year occupation of the West Bank constitutes 
an “apartheid regime.” 

https://www.yesh-din.org/en/the-occupation-of-the-west-bank-and-the-crime-of-
apartheid-legal-opinion/ 

The crime of Apartheid is defined by the 2002 Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court as inhumane acts of a character similar to other crimes against 
humanity "committed in the context of an institutionalized regime of 
systematic oppression and domination by one racial group over any other racial 
group or groups and committed with the intention of maintaining that regime". 

The crime of apartheid is committed by Israel because, in addition to establishing 
250 Jewish-only colonies in occupied East Jerusalem and the West Bank, populated 
with 700 thousand Israeli Jews in violation of international law, Israel has also gone 
to great lengths to cement its domination over the three million Palestinian 
residents and ensure their inferior status. 
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The Israeli human rights organization goes on to assert that “the crime of apartheid 
is not committed only in the West Bank. That the Israeli regime in its entirety is an 
apartheid regime. That Israel is an apartheid state.” 

Based on the above report by a reputable Israeli human right organization, the 
conflation of criticism of Israel with antisemitism is a serious mistake since it 
implies that all Jews are responsible for the crime against humanity being 
committed by the apartheid Israeli regime.  

This conflation is categorically rejected by many Jews, Independent Jewish Voices in 
Canada, and by Yesh Din the Israeli human rights organization. 

I therefore urge you to listen to the appeal below from Independent Jewish Voices to 
vote against Bill 168.  

https://www.noihra.ca/uploads/1/2/5/8/125802458/ijv_ihrareport.pdf 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Khaled Mouammar 
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