
 

July 22, 2020 
Delivered by email  

comm-justicepolicy@ola.org 
Ontario Standing Committee on Social Policy 
99 Wellesley Street West 
Room 1405, Whitney Block 
Queen's Park  M7A 1R3 
Toronto, ON 
 
RE:  Town of WS Resolution - IHRA Antisemitism Definition 
 
Please be advised the above-noted matter was placed before Council at its meeting held 
on July 21, 2020, and the following resolution was passed:  
 

WHEREAS the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville is rooted in the values of 
democracy, equity and inclusivity; and 
 
WHEREAS in June 2018, the Inclusion Charter for York Region was endorsed as 
a community initiative, bringing together businesses, community organizations, 
municipalities, police services, hospitals, school boards, conservation authorities 
and agencies who share a vision to foster a welcoming and inclusive community; 
and 
 
WHEREAS according to Statistics Canada, Jewish Canadians are the most 
frequently targeted minority group for hate crime, and the annual number of hate 
crimes against the Jewish community has nearly doubled since 2015; and  
 
WHEREAS we have a shared responsibility to stop antisemitism in all its forms 
through education and public consciousness as antisemitic demonstrations 
continue to threaten communities and undermine democracy; and 
 
WHEREAS the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) is an 
intergovernmental organization founded in 1998 that consists of 34 countries, 
including Canada, each of whom recognizes that international coordination is 
needed to combat antisemitism; and 
 
WHEREAS the IHRA working definition of antisemitism has been endorsed by 
the European Parliament, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Freedom of 
Religion or Belief, as well as multiple governments and city councils including the 
Government of Canada and the City of Vaughan; and 
  



 

WHEREAS on February 27, 2020, Bill 168: An Act to Combat Antisemitism, 
which adopts the IHRA working definition of antisemitism, unanimously passed a 
second reading in the Ontario Legislature; and  
WHEREAS the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville must remain vigilant in its strong 
opposition to antisemitism in both word and deed.  
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville 
adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s (IHRA) working 
definition of antisemitism and its illustrative examples as adopted at the IHRA 
plenary on May 26, 2016; and  
 
THAT the adoption be communicated to the Chair of the province of Ontario’s 
Standing Committee on Justice Policy.  
 

Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Kristina Soolepp, Council Coordinator 
(905) 642-4130 
 
 


