
     
 

   
 
 

     
    

    
    

 
 

    
 
 

   
 

                  
             

        
 

         
    

 
             

          
 

               
          

     
 

          
           

            
  

 
             

             
   

 
                

   
 
 
 
 
 

  
   

   
   

 
 

        
  

   
  
  

 

CITY HALL P.O. BOX 400 
70 COLLIER STREET BARRIE, ONTARIO 
TEL. (705) 792-7900 L4M 4T5 
FAX (705) 739-4265 www.barrie.ca 

THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF BARRIE 
Mayor’s Office 

File: C00 

October 1, 2020 

Standing Committee on Justice Policy 
99 Wellesley Street West 
Room 1405, Whitney Block 
Queen's Park, Toronto, ON 
comm-justicepolicy@ola.org 

Attention: Roman Baber, Chair 

Dear Chair Baber, 

Further to the meeting of City Council on September 21, 2020, I write to advise you of motion 20-
G-139 in which the City of Barrie has adopted the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance's (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism, as follows: 

20-G-139 ADOPTION OF INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE ALLIANCE (IHRA) 
DEFINITION OF ANTISEMITISM 

WHEREAS Barrie City Council has included as part of its 2018-2022 Strategic Priorities 
fostering a safe and healthy community and building strong neighbourhoods; 

AND WHEREAS, we have a shared responsibility to stop antisemitism in all its forms through 
education and public consciousness as antisemitic demonstrations continue to threaten 
communities and undermine democracy; 

AND WHEREAS, the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) is an 
intergovernmental organization founded in 1998 that consists of 34 countries, including 
Canada, each of whom recognizes that international coordination is needed to combat 
antisemitism; 

AND WHEREAS, on February 27, 2020, Bill 168, the Combating Antisemitism Act which 
directly mentions IHRA, unanimously passed a second reading in the Ontario legislature with 
all-party support; 

AND WHEREAS, the City of Barrie is enriched by its thriving, active and engaged Jewish and 
Israeli communities. 

mailto:comm-justicepolicy@ola.org
www.barrie.ca


       
   

 

 

 
        

 
              

           
         

 
              

          
          

     
 

                
             

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

Letter to Standing Committee on Justice Policy 
October 1, 2020 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That The Corporation of the City of Barrie adopt the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance's (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism as adopted at the 
IHRA plenary on May 26, 2016 as follows: 

"Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward 
Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward 
Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community 
institutions and religious facilities". 

2. That this decision be forwarded to the Chair of the Province of Ontario's Standing 
Committee on Justice Policy. (Item for Discussion 8.1, September 14, 2020) 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Lehman 
Mayor 
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