To: Committee Clerk, Standing Committee on Justice Policy
Ontario Legislature
99 Wellesley Street West
Room 1405, Whitney Block
Queen's Park
Toronto, ON
M7A 1A2

Re: Bill 168 — “Combating Antisemitism Act 2020”
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-168

Despite its name Bill 168 has nothing to do with “combating antisemitism.”

This Bill is an attempt to stifle Palestinian solidarity work and in particular the Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions (BDS) Movement which is a worldwide campaign.

I's an attempt to harass, intimidate and “criminalize” pro-Palestinian activists.
I's an attempt to equate anti-zionism with anti-semitism.
White supremacy is currently the biggest threat facing Jewish people today.

The adoption of the IHRA definition poses a threat to academic freedom, freedom of expression and
the right to protest Israel’s violations of international law.

Kenneth Stern, who helped drafted the IHRA definition, now says that it is being misused.

Here is an excerpt from an online news report from December 15, 2019 in The Jewish Chronicle
(UK):


https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-168

“The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) is being used by American
conservatives to silence free speech on university campuses, a lawyer who helped draft it has said.

Commenting in the Guardian, Kenneth Stern — director for the Bard Centre for the Study of Hate —
criticised President Donald Trump’s signing of an executive order earlier this week which designated
Jewish people a nationality and therefore a protected class against discrimination.

“This order is an attack on academic freedom and free speech, and will harm not only pro-Palestinian
advocates, but also Jewish students and faculty, and the academy itself,” he wrote.

He said American “rightwing Jewish” groups had begun using the IHRA definition to “weaponise”
claims of discrimination under the Title VI of Civil Rights Act of 1964, which empowers the Education
Department to withhold funding from any educational programme that discriminates “on the ground of
race, color, or national origin.”

“The problem isn’t that the executive order affords protection to Jewish students under title VI,” Mr.
Stern said.

“The Department of Education made clear in 2010 that Jews, Sikhs and Muslims (as ethnicities)
could complain about intimidation, harassment and discrimination under this provision.

“I supported this clarification and filed a successful complaint for Jewish high school students when
they were bullied, even kicked.

“But starting in 2010, rightwing Jewish groups took the ‘working definition’, which had some examples
about Israel... and decided to weaponize it with title VI cases.

“It was never intended to be a campus hate speech code, but that’'s what Donald Trump’s executive
order accomplished this week.”

Mr. Stern continued: “If you think this isn’t about suppressing political speech, contemplate a parallel.
There’s no definition of anti-black racism that has the force of law when evaluating a title VI case.”

Any honest person can see what the real purpose of this odious proposed Bill is trying to do.
| demand that Bill 168 be defeated.

George Turner





