Hanitriniala, Mendrika

From: Ali Mallah <alimallah@hotmail.com>

Sent: October 22, 2020 8:54 AM

To: Standing Committee on Justice Policy

Cc: Baber, Roman; Triantafilopoulos, Effie; Bouma, Will; Collard-CO, Lucille; Gill, Parm;

Yarde-QP, Kevin; Yarde-CO, Kevin; Tangri, Nina; Singh-QP, Gurratan; Singh-CO,
Gurratan; Park, Lindsey; Parkco, Lindsey; Morrison-QP, Suze; Morrison-CO, Suze;
Kusendova, Natalia

Subject: Bill 168 and the attack on the freedom of speech

Dear Standing Committee on Justice Policy Member,

| am writing this urgent letter to you calling on you to vote against ‘Bill 168: the Combating Antisemitism Act’. If
passed, this bill could have serious consequences for freedom of expression and human rights advocacy in
Ontario. | know there might be a lots of lobbying by certain Canadian groups that made its mandate to
serve "Israel” interests and support occupation. However, | urge you to research and read what many
notable intellectual Jewish writers, Authors and activists (ie, Miko Peled, Amira Hass, llan Pappe Mark
Braverman, Gideon Levy, Noam Chomsky, Marc Ellis, The late Tania Reinhart and the late Uri
Avneri,...etc. and groups like Independent Jewish voice, Jews for Peace, have said and continue to
say about the illegal occupation of Palestine and the ethical and moral obligations to stand up for
justice, freedom and equality.

A number of organizations and individuals have been promoting, in Ontario and elsewhere, adoption of the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism, including its eleven
examples. As an individual who values justice, human rights, and freedom of expression, | am concerned that
the IHRA definition of antisemitism will be used to suppress Charter-protected political speech, specifically
related to criticism of Israel.

| am not alone in these concerns. The British Columbia Civil Liberties Association has opposed the adoption of
the IHRA definition. Recently, the definition was considered by Montreal, Vancouver and Calgary city councils:
in all cases, councillors realized the question was far more complicated and controversial than they had initially
believed and declined to adopt it. Even Kenneth Stern, the original author of the IHRA definition, has strongly
opposed its use as a legal or administrative definition of antisemitism, warning that such use will be a threat to
both academic freedom and freedom of expression in general.

Therefore, | ask that you consider this matter carefully. Antisemitism is intimately tied to other forms of hate. It
increases when there is a failure of appropriate governmental response to racism, and its existence in our
society is unacceptable. However, the IHRA definition is not the way to fight it. The IHRA definition jeopardizes
the charter rights of Canadians to freely express their legitimate criticisms of Israeli human rights violations. |
do not regard the silencing of free speech as an event to be celebrated, or success in progress and equity.

Please take a stand against antisemitism, but also support freedom of expression and a commitment to
Palestinian human rights. Please vote against Bill 168!
Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

Ali Mallah

"Cowardice asks the question - is it safe? Expediency asks the question - is it politic? Vanity asks the
question - is it popular? But conscience asks the question - is it right? And there comes a time when one
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must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular; but one must take it because it is
right". Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

"The things that will destroy us are: politics without principle; pleasure without conscience; wealth
without work; knowledge without character; business without morality; science without humanity; and
worship without sacrifice': Mahatma Mohandas K. Gandhi



