October 22, 2020
Dear members of the Committee on Justice Policy,

| speak to you, members of the Committee on Justice Policy, as a
witness to eighty years of anti-Semitism. The words “sales juifs” and
“dirty Jews” have echoed throughout my life, during the Nazi
occupation in the France of my birth and in Canada where | now live.

My mother died in Auschwitz. | was saved, like tens of thousands of
Jews, Romani, and others in France, fleeing Nazi persecution, by a
broad popular resistance to the Nazi slaughter.

| am appealing to you today to please vote against Bill 168! This bill
jeopardizes the charter rights of Canadians to freely express their
legitimate criticisms of Israeli human-rights violations. This silencing of
free speech should be rejected. Support of freedom of expression
includes a commitment to free speech regarding Palestinian human
rights.

Antisemitism increases when there is a failure of appropriate
governmental response to racism. This includes the need to respect
Palestinians and to give them a voice.

Please vote against Bill 168 and defence of democracy. Thank you for
your consideration.

Suzanne Weiss
Author and Holocaust survivor



