
 

    
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

     
 
  

  
    

 
       

 
                    

                
               

     
 

                   
       

 
                      

                
 

                
              

                  
               

                    
            

Taylor, Laura 

From: deborourke@milkweedpatch.com 
Sent: October 22, 2020 1:21 PM 
Subject: URGENT: Oppose Bill 168 

To: 
roman.baber@pc.ola.org 
effie.triantafilopoulos@pc.ola.org 
will.bouma@pc.ola.org 
LCollard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 
parm.gill@pc.ola.org 
KYarde-QP@ndp.on.ca 
KYarde-CO@ndp.on.ca 
nina.tangri@pc.ola.org 
GSingh-QP@ndp.on.ca 
GSingh-CO@ndp.on.ca 
lindsey.park@pc.ola.org 
lindsey.parkco@pc.ola.org 
SMorrison-QP@ndp.on.ca 
SMorrison-CO@ndp.on.ca 
natalia.kusendova@pc.ola.org 
comm-justicepolicy@ola.org 

Subject: URGENT: Oppose Bill 168 

From: 
Deb O'Rourke, 
United Jewish Peoples Order 

Dear Standing Committee on Justice Policy Member, 

I am a writer, a non-Jewish member of the United Jewish Peoples Order and a supporter of human rights and 
Indigenous rights everywhere. My friends in Jewish, Indigenous, Settler and Black communities oppose all forms of 
bigotry and oppression, including anti-Semitism, and we oppose Israel's continued attacks on the Palestinian people, 
and colonization of their land. 

We are not anti-Semitic. Like Canada, Israel is a settler state. Like Canada, it needs conscientious world citizens to 
contest its oppressive habits and colonial excesses. 

I am writing this urgent letter to you calling on you to vote against ‘Bill 168: the Combating Antisemitism Act’. If passed, 
this bill could have serious consequences for freedom of expression and human rights advocacy in Ontario. 

A number of organizations and individuals have been promoting, in Ontario and elsewhere, adoption of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism, including its eleven examples. As an 
individual who values justice, human rights, and freedom of expression, I am concerned that the IHRA definition of 
antisemitism will be used to suppress Charter-protected political speech, specifically related to criticism of Israel. 
I am not alone in these concerns. The British Columbia Civil Liberties Association has opposed the adoption of the IHRA 
definition. Recently, the definition was considered by Montreal, Vancouver and Calgary city 
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councils: in all cases, councillors realized the question was far more complicated and controversial than they had initially 
believed and declined to adopt it. Even Kenneth Stern, the original author of the IHRA definition, has strongly opposed 
its use as a legal or administrative definition of antisemitism, warning that such use will be a threat to both academic 
freedom and freedom of expression in general. 

Therefore, I ask that you consider this matter carefully. Antisemitism is intimately tied to other forms of hate. It 
increases when there is a failure of appropriate governmental response to racism, and its existence in our society is 
unacceptable. However, the IHRA definition is not the way to fight it. The IHRA definition jeopardizes the charter rights 
of Canadians to freely express their legitimate criticisms of Israeli human rights violations. I do not regard the silencing 
of free speech as an event to be celebrated, or success in progress and equity. 

Please take a stand against antisemitism, but also support freedom of expression and a commitment to Palestinian 
human rights. I urge you either to vote against Bill 168 entirely, or to amend the Bill so that the 11 examples are 
removed from the definition. 
Thank you for your consideration 

Sincerely, 
Deb O'Rourke 
180 Niagara St. #412 
Toronto ON 
M5V 3E1 

416-703-0981 

EMAIL APPENDIX: 
Chair 
Roman Baber Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario York Centre roman.baber@pc.ola.org Vice-Chair Effie J. 
Triantafilopoulos Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario Oakville North—Burlington 
effie.triantafilopoulos@pc.ola.org 
Members 
Will Bouma Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario Brantford—Brant will.bouma@pc.ola.org 

Lucille Collard Ontario Liberal Party 
Ottawa—Vanier LCollard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 

Parm Gill Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario Milton parm.gill@pc.ola.org 

Kevin Yarde - NDP, Brampton North 
KYarde-QP@ndp.on.ca 

Nina Tangri - Conservative Party, Mississauga-Streetsville nina.tangri@pc.ola.org 

Gurratan Singh - NDP, Brampton East 
GSingh-QP@ndp.on.ca 

Lindsey Park - Conservative Party, Durham lindsey.park@pc.ola.org 

Suze Morrison - NDP, Toronto Centre 
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SMorrison-QP@ndp.on.ca 
SMorrison-CO@ndp.on.ca 

Natalia Kusendova - Conservative Party, Mississauga Centre natalia.kusendova@pc.ola.org 
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