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Subject: Bill 168

Dear Standing Committee on Justice policy member --

In addition to the anti-Semitism, the casual slurs, the deinigration and the suspicion that Jews have faced in
this country for many decades, you are now being asked to add responsibility for the behaviour of the State of
Israel to Judaism itself and various Jewish ethnicities.

Why should every Jew in Canada automatically be held responsible for decisions made by a foreign
government?

While you, as a legislator, may believe that the IHRA definition separates criticism of Israel from criticism of
Jews as Jews, you also know there is a deep confusion that conflates Israel with Judaisim. This confusion is
used, at best, as a diplomatic tool in the interests of the State of Israel and at worst as propaganda.

B'nai Brith's research on anti-Semitism confirms what is obvious. Their decades-long research project was
motivated by a sharp rise in anti-Semitism in 1982, the year Israel attacked Lebanon, and its most recent
sharp rise, in 2001, marks the year of the Second Intifada. (Part of this increase is also attributable to
awareness of the audit and changes in data collection methods).

Anti-Semitism and other forms of racism -- some numerically more serious -- have to be fought by leaders
such as yourselves. In doing so, you will receive the counsel of organizations that both identify their interests
with those of Israel and claim to represent all Jews in Canada. Even when they act in good faith they are
making a tragic mistake. Using provincial legislation to align a religious or ethnic group with the interests of a
nation state is first, not what you were elected to do, and second, bond to cause harm.

John Turnbull



