
 

    
        

 
   

           
                    
                   
 
                   

                          
           
                        

                   
                   

                  
     

 
                

                       
                  

         
                     
                  

                   
        

 
            

 
 

 
    

    
                  

 
 

Taylor, Laura 

From: lee@partera.ca 
Sent: October 22, 2020 3:27 PM 
To: Jones, Sylvia; Standing Committee on Justice Policy; Baber, Roman 
Cc: Fordco, Doug 
Subject: IHRA Definition of Anti-semitism 

To: Sylvia Jones 
Standing Committee on Justice Policy 
Roman Baber, SCJP Chair 

I see that, once again, the flawed and widely-rejected IHRA definition of antisemitism is back at the Ontario legislature. 
There is too much at stake for this Bill to pass in the province of Ontario. Around the world there are many cases of the 
IHRA Being used to shut down Palestine solidarity activism. 
There is too much at stake to allow the IHRA to pass in Ontario. From around the world, we have evidence of the IHRA 
at work, shutting down Palestine solidarity activism. In the USA, where President Trump signed the IHRA into law last 
December, a leaked state department memo reveals that Trump intends to use the IHRA to label groups like Amnesty 
International, Oxfam and Human Rights Watch as antisemitic. This is absurd, and this Trumpism must be stopped from 
extending into Ontario. 

Please take four minutes to watch this video. Independent Jewish Voices—and their allies—are firmly against anti-
Semitism. The IHRA is all about Israel: and they are not the same thing. Anti-semitism will be more effectively opposed 
by using correct and accurate tools. IHRA is a blunt instrument aimed at silencing world-wide opposition to the 
treatment of people within the Occupied Territories. 
Having spent time in Palestine, I notice that when numbers on Israel Covid-19 are released, there is no mention of the 
people of Palestine/the Occupied Territories—as if what’s happening in Israel also applies to the OT. Canada cannot 
claim to be an advocate for human rights when it continues to open wide this exceptionalist bracket for the human-
rights-violating security state that is Israel. 

If we care about anti-semitism, this bill must not succeed. 

Sincerely, 

(Rev’d) LeeAnn McKenna, PhD© 
Executive Director, Partera International 
+1 – 416 436 3257 www.partera.ca 
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