
 

  
    

 
          

          
         

   
  

       
 
 

                   
                 

                   
                

                 
 
 

                
                 

            
                 

                    
             

 
 

                      
                

  
 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

Taylor, Laura 

From: Karen DeVito <devitokaren@gmail.com> 
Sent: October 22, 2020 6:16 PM 
To: Baber, Roman 
Cc: Triantafilopoulos, Effie; Bouma, Will; Collard-CO, Lucille; Gill, Parm; Yarde-QP, Kevin; 

Yarde-CO, Kevin; Tangri, Nina; Singh-QP, Gurratan; Singh-CO, Gurratan; Park, Lindsey; 
Parkco, Lindsey; Morrison-QP, Suze; Morrison-CO, Suze; Kusendova, Natalia; Standing 
Committee on Justice Policy 

Subject: Oppose Bill 168 

Dear Standing Committee on Justice Policy Member, 

Please consider giving further study to this bill before voting on it, keeping in mind that Judaism Does Not 
Equal Israel—as Jewish theologian and scholar Marc Ellis wrote in his book of the same title. 
We must avoid equating any religion with a state actor—we must be free to criticize the actions of another 
state if that state engages in actions that are counter to human rights or Canadian policy. 
We must be free to criticize even our allies and friends if they contravene international law. 

The examples given in the IHRA definition of antisemitism run counter to Canadian values and policy. 
Antisemitism is animus toward or hatred of Jewish people for being Jewish— we must stand against it.That 
said, Israel does not stand for or represent all Jewish people. 
I urge you to include Independent Jewish Voices in your discussions and to further consider the consequences 
of associating any state with a particular faith. If we do this, we may preclude speaking up for many oppressed 
peoples, including Rohingya, Uighurs, non Christian people, indigenous peoples, and yes, Palestinians. 

All people of all faiths and ethnicities want to and deserve to live (and to speak) without fear, in the presence of 
justice, with the right to participate in their national communities, and with the capabilities for human 
flourishing. 

Thank you, 

Karen Devito 
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