
 

   
    
    

 
     

      
 

   
 

   
 

           

   

                 
  

 

   

       
   

   

             
       

  
   

 
   

 
 

  
 

 
  

              
       

 
                  

          
 

Taylor, Laura 

From: Legislative Assembly of Ontario 
Sent: October 25, 2020 12:03 PM 
To: Standing Committee on Justice Policy 
Cc: Teng, Deborah 
Subject: Webform submission: Submission of material 23251 

Submitted on Sun, 10/25/2020 - 08:09 

Application ID: 23251 

Submitted values are: 

Bill or item of business: Bill 168, Combating Antisemitism Act, 2020 

Choose a topic 

Do you know the bill title or business (e.g., pre-budget consultations) you'd like to speak or submit 
material about? 
Yes 

Choose an application 

Which application would you like to submit? 
Submit material only 

Add your information 

Are you submitting material as an individual or on behalf of an organization? 
I am submitting material as an individual 

Full name 
Mr. Alaa Qamhieh 

Contact phone number 
6137700177 

Email address 
alaa_totti10@hotmail.com 

Paste submission 
According to the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) Language Policy, it draws the clear distinction 
between antisemitism and anti-israel. It states that: 

"Just because people oppose the state of Israel's policies, or even the existence of the Jewish state (an anti-
Zionist) doesn't make them anti-Semitic. Such critics include Jews, themselves." 
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The above statement is from the CBC Language Policy which is based on factual research. This statement 
conflicts with one of the examples provided in the list of examples presented in the IHRA-WDA. 

"Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g., by claiming that the existence of a State of 
Israel is a racist endeavor." 

Moreover, Section 2b) of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the freedom of thought, belief, 
opinion and expression, including freedom of the press and other media of communication. Section 2b) rights 
are subject to the limitation clause set out at section 1 of the Charter. Specifically, the rights and freedoms set 
out in it subject only to such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a free and 
democratic society. The examples of the working definition violate our freedom of expression. The examples 
effectively: 

- Suppress our freedom to advocate Palestinian human rights; 

- Suppresses our right to express ourselves vis-à-vis another government; and 

- Creates a chilling effect which has no place in a free and democratic society. 

It is our position that the limit on our freedom of expression is not justified through the limitation clause set out 
at Section 1 of the Charter Protecting our freedom of expression is a crucial instrument of democratic 
government. Academics and legal practitioners across the nation are raising concerns over the constitutionality 
of such a law and its implications on free speech in a democratic society. The Bill raises serious concerns over 
free speech of all Ontarians. Free expression is instrumental to democratic governance. It is imperative that 
the Committee consider the legality and constitutionality of the examples included in the IHRA working 
definition. Alternatively, I would like to suggest that the Committee consider adopting the Definition uniquely, 
without the examples which are constitutionally questionable. 

All Canadians have to work hand in hand in the fight against antisemitism in our country. But the criticism of 
another foreign country should not be conflated with antisemitism. 
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