
 

   
    
    

 
     

      
 

   
 

   
 

           

   

                 
  

 

   

       
   

 
           
       

   

             
       

  
   

 
   

 
 

  
 

 
  
   
      

   

Taylor, Laura 

From: Legislative Assembly of Ontario 
Sent: October 27, 2020 8:35 AM 
To: Standing Committee on Justice Policy 
Cc: Teng, Deborah 
Subject: Webform submission: Submission of material 23476 

Submitted on Tue, 10/27/2020 - 08:29 

Application ID: 23476 

Submitted values are: 

Bill or item of business: Bill 168, Combating Antisemitism Act, 2020 

Choose a topic 

Do you know the bill title or business (e.g., pre-budget consultations) you'd like to speak or submit 
material about? 
Yes 

Choose an application 

Which application would you like to submit? 
Submit material only 

Which deadline would you like to submit your written material for? 
Written submission deadline: Friday, October 30, 2020 

Add your information 

Are you submitting material as an individual or on behalf of an organization? 
I am submitting material as an individual 

Full name 
Dr David Brooks 

Contact phone number 
613-234-1649 

Email address 
david.b.brooks34@gmail.com 

Paste submission 
David B. Brooks 
1-202 Flora Street, Ottawa K1R 5R7 
27 October 2020 
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Dear members of the Standing Committee on Justice Policy: 

I am writing as an individual to thank you for standing with the Jewish community by voting in favour of Bill 
168: An Act to Combat Antisemitism at second reading. Moreover, I write as someone who both in my 
personal capacity as a long-time Zionist and in my professional capacity as a specialist in fresh water policy 
often writes in opposition to the current policies of the State of Israel. That statement is put forward in order to 
emphasize that the internationally accepted definition of antisemitism has never prevented me from expressing 
opinions or presenting evidence that could be seen by the government of Israel as contrary to its desires or 
policies. Charges that that definition prevents or retards opposition to Israeli policies are simply wrong. 

We cannot properly counter antisemitism without defining it. That is why it is crucial for Ontario to use the 
internationally recognized definition of antisemitism. The impact of supporting Bill 168 will extend far beyond 
our community – we know that what starts with Jews, never ends with Jews. By supporting this Bill, you will 
help insulate our great province from the growing threat of hate. 

We applaud your leadership and look forward to your continued support. 

David B. Brooks 

Would you like to add any other information? 
Professional publications demonstrating criticism of fresh water policies in Israel (and in Palestine) can be 
submitted to the committee if deemed relevant to the vote on Bill 168. 
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