Taylor, Laura

From: Maya Pasternak <minijackpasternak@gmail.com>
Sent: October 22, 2020 11:03 AM
To: Baber, Roman; Triantafilopoulos, Effie; Bouma, Will; Collard-CO, Lucille; Gill, Parm;

Yarde-QP, Kevin; Yarde-CO, Kevin; Tangri, Nina; Singh-QP, Gurratan; Singh-CO,
Gurratan; Park, Lindsey; Parkco, Lindsey; Morrison-QP, Suze; Morrison-CO, Suze;
Kusendova, Natalia; Standing Committee on Justice Policy

Subject: URGENT: Oppose Bill 168

Dear Standing Committee on Justice Policy Member,

My name is Maya Pasternak. | am a Canadian-Israeli Jew who has spent time living in both countries. In
Canada, | am currently the Director of Archives in a Jewish Public Library. The Library exists due to a legacy
of immigrant Jewish communities who believed in fostering a communal space for dialogue and self-directed
learning.

You have only to live in Israel to understand the difference between expressions of anti-semitism and
expressions of criticism of state policy. When | question the legitimacy of Bibi Netanyahu's leadership, am |
making anti-semitic statements? Of course not. | am holding leadership accountable -- benchmarks of a
democracy.

Being able to criticize diplomatic policy enables thoughtful discussion about national politics and values. If
these two forms of expression are conflated to be one-in-the-same, then we end dialogue around the policies
of a national state and the ability to make proposals of change.

| am writing this urgent letter to you calling on you to vote against ‘Bill 168: the Combating Antisemitism Act’. If
passed, this bill could have serious consequences for freedom of expression and human rights advocacy in
Ontario.

A number of organizations and individuals have been promoting, in Ontario and elsewhere, adoption of the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism, including its eleven
examples. As an individual who values justice, human rights, and freedom of expression, | am concerned that
the IHRA definition of antisemitism will be used to suppress Charter-protected political speech, specifically
related to criticism of Israel.

| am not alone in these concerns. The British Columbia Civil Liberties Association has opposed the adoption of
the IHRA definition. Recently, the definition was considered by Montreal, Vancouver and Calgary city councils:
in all cases, councillors realized the question was far more complicated and controversial than they had initially
believed and declined to adopt it. Even Kenneth Stern, the original author of the IHRA definition, has strongly
opposed its use as a legal or administrative definition of antisemitism, warning that such use will be a threat to
both academic freedom and freedom of expression in general.

Therefore, | ask that you consider this matter carefully. Antisemitism is intimately tied to other forms of hate. It
increases when there is a failure of appropriate governmental response to racism, and its existence in our
society is unacceptable. However, the IHRA definition is not the way to fight it. The IHRA definition jeopardizes
the charter rights of Canadians to freely express their legitimate criticisms of Israeli human rights violations. |
do not regard the silencing of free speech as an event to be celebrated, or success in progress and equity.

Please take a stand against antisemitism, but also support freedom of expression and a commitment to
Palestinian human rights. Please vote against Bill 168!
Thank you for your consideration



Sincerely,
Maya Pasternak



