
 

 
    

          
         

         
      

    

       
 

                   
                  

               

                
                 

                
          

 
                       
                 

                 
                

                   
                  

      
 
 

                 
                 

                   
       

 
 
                    

                  
                    

                  
                  

       
 

                 
                 

     
                     

 

       
  

   

Taylor, Laura 

From: Marque <marque.brill@gmail.com> 
Sent: October 22, 2020 12:41 PM 
To: Baber, Roman; Triantafilopoulos, Effie; Bouma, Will; Collard-CO, Lucille; Gill, Parm; 

Yarde-QP, Kevin; Yarde-CO, Kevin; Tangri, Nina; Singh-QP, Gurratan; Singh-CO, 
Gurratan; Park, Lindsey; Parkco, Lindsey; Morrison-QP, Suze; Morrison-CO, Suze; 
Kusendova, Natalia; Standing Committee on Justice Policy 

Subject: URGENT: PLEASE! Oppose Bill 168 

Dear Standing Committee on Justice Policy Members, 

As a Jewish Canadian, I am urging you, with all my heart, to vote against ‘Bill 168: the Combating 
Antisemitism Act’. If it is passed, this bill will have serious consequences for freedom of expression and human 
rights advocacy in Ontario, and the fight against bigotry in all its forms INCLUDING antisemitism. 

Antisemitism doesn't exist in a vacuum. As someone who values justice, human rights, and freedom of 
expression, and has been involved in the fight against bigotry in all it's forms, most certainly including 
antisemitism, I am deeply concerned that the IHRA definition of antisemitism will be used to suppress Charter-
protected political speech, specifically related to criticism of Israel. 

Further, I see it as a gift to the far right, in that by disconnecting it to other forms of bigotry by narrowly 
applying (and mis-using!) the word 'antisemitism' to criticism of Israel it hollows out the condemnation of actual 
antisemitism which we have been seeing rising throughout the world over the last decade. This antisemitism is 
intrinsically linked hate crimes against Muslim or Hindu people, homophobia, and misogyny, as well as Jews. 
We've seen the murder of people in Mosques, Synagogues and also gay night clubs as well as murders of 
women by (pretty much exlusively) men who have clearly visible links with each other as they communicate in 
the same online hate forums. 

Many administrative bodies of cities, provinces and states as well as individuals have rightly rejected the IHRA 
definition, including even Kenneth Stern, the original author of that definition, who has strongly opposed its use 
as a legal or administrative definition of antisemitism, warning that such use will be a threat to both academic 
freedom and freedom of expression in general. 

I am begging you to consider this matter very carefully. As I say above, antisemitism is intimately tied to other 
forms of hate. It increases when there is a failure of governmental bodies to appropriately respond to racism, 
and its existence in our society is unacceptable. The IHRA definition is not the way to fight antisemitism, in fact 
it will hinder that fight. The IHRA definition jeopardizes the charter rights of Canadians to freely express their 
legitimate criticisms of Israeli human rights violations. The silencing of free speech will certainly not aid in that 
fight, and will in fact hinder it. 

Please take a stand against antisemitism, but also support freedom of expression and those people (such as 
myself!) who are commited to Palestinian human rights as well as standing in opposition to antisemitism and 
all forms of bigotry. 
Please - vote against Bill 168 entirely, or to amend the Bill so that the 11 examples are removed from the 
definition. 

Deeply grateful to you for your consideration, 
Sincerely, 
Mark Robert Brill 
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176 The Esplanade 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5A 4H2 

Chair 
Roman Baber Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario 
York Centre 
roman.baber@pc.ola.org 
Vice-Chair 
Effie J. Triantafilopoulos Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario 
Oakville North—Burlington 
effie.triantafilopoulos@pc.ola.org 
Members 
Will Bouma Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario 
Brantford—Brant will.bouma@pc.ola.org 

Lucille Collard Ontario Liberal Party 
Ottawa—Vanier LCollard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 

Parm Gill Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario 
Milton parm.gill@pc.ola.org 

Kevin Yarde - NDP, Brampton North 
KYarde-QP@ndp.on.ca 

Nina Tangri - Conservative Party, Mississauga-Streetsville 
nina.tangri@pc.ola.org 

Gurratan Singh - NDP, Brampton East 
GSingh-QP@ndp.on.ca 

Lindsey Park - Conservative Party, Durham 
lindsey.park@pc.ola.org 

Suze Morrison - NDP, Toronto Centre 
SMorrison-QP@ndp.on.ca 
SMorrison-CO@ndp.on.ca 

Natalia Kusendova - Conservative Party, Mississauga Centre 
natalia.kusendova@pc.ola.org 

I live on the traditional territory of the Anishinabek Nation, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Huron-Wendat, and the Métis. The current treaty holders of this 
land as the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. This territory is subject of the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement to peaceably share 
and care for the Great Lakes region. I acknowledge and follow the Gusweñta, or Two Row Wampum Belt Treaty. 
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