Taylor, Laura

From: bahija reghai <bahija.1@live.com>
Sent: October 22, 2020 1:43 PM
To: Baber, Roman; Triantafilopoulos, Effie; Collard-CO, Lucille; Gill, Parm; Yarde-QP, Kevin;

Yarde-CO, Kevin; Tangri, Nina; Singh-QP, Gurratan; Singh-CO, Gurratan; Park, Lindsey;
Parkco, Lindsey; Morrison-QP, Suze; Morrison-CO, Suze; Kusendova, Natalia; Standing
Committee on Justice Policy

Cc: Stiles-QP, Marit

Subject: Bill 168: the Combating Antisemitism Act

Dear Standing Committee on Justice Policy,

As a visible minority, [ have experienced and reject all forms of racism and hatred. Antisemitism is vile
and should be fought vigorously by all of us. However, the IHRA definition is not the way to fight it, as it
lumps together hatred of Jews - antisemitism - and legitimate criticism of a nation state's policies. Should
we apply the IHRA definition to others, criticism of Saudi Arabia (as the siege of Islam holiest shrine),
Iran (as the Shiite home), the Vatican (as the Catholic Holy Siege) or the UK (as the Anglicans' homeland)
would also be out of bound.

While some of the examples in the “working definition of antisemitism” are clearly antisemitic in any
context - calling for Jews to be killed, denying the Holocaust took place, etc.,- several concern attitudes
toward Israel and that's the problem with Bill 168: the Combating Antisemitism Act.

Wielded by the wrong interpretive hands, a definition that was drafted to protect Jews has become an
instrument for persecuting Palestinians and an increasingly numbers of Jews who speak out against
Israeli policies. It jeopardizes the charter rights of Canadians to freely express their legitimate criticism
of Israeli human rights violations as they do for violation of human rights elsewhere.

[ hope that like me, you do not regard the silencing of free speech as an event to be celebrated, or as a
success in progress and equity.

Please take a stand against antisemitism, while also supporting the freedom of expression and protection
of Palestinian human rights. Please vote against Bill 168.

Regards,

Bahija Reghai
75 Pauline Avenue



Toronto



