Taylor, Laura

From: David Monod <dmonod@wlu.ca>

Sent: October 27, 2020 2:57 PM

To: Standing Committee on Justice Policy; Baber, Roman; Singh-QP, Gurratan; Bouma, Will;
Collard-CO, Lucille

Cc: Mina Rajabi Paak; Sheila McKee-Protopapas; MRosenfeld@ocufa.on.ca

Subject: Motion opposing Bill 168 (Combating Antisemitism Act)

Dear members of the Standing Committee on Justice Policy,

Wilfrid Laurier University's Faculty Association today passed the following motion expressing its opposition to
Bill 168 (Combating Antisemitism Act).

Sincerely,
David Monod

President
Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty Association

WLUFA unequivocally supports the academic freedom of its members. This freedom includes the right to
pursue research and open inquiry in an honest search of knowledge that is free from institutional censorship,
including that of the government. WLUFA opposes Bill 168 Combating Antisemitism Act, which will redefine
anti-Semitism to include a broad range of criticism of the State of Israel. While WLUFA opposes anti-Semitism
and all forms of racism and hatred, the passing of Bill 168 poses a significant threat to academic freedom at
Ontario universities as it can be used to censor political speech and restrict the academic freedom of teachers
and researchers who have developed critical perspectives on the policies and practices of the State of Israel.
Such targeted attacks will have a chilling effect on the academic freedom of our members in the classroom, in
their research, and in campus politics more broadly.



