
 

Current Status: In Ontario, alcohol sales are priced and processed through the LCBO 

 

Issue: The Ontario government would like to modernize alcohol beverage sales. Current pricing is fixed through the 

LCBO and is not flexible to accommodate new retail or restaurants to operate with decent margins. 

 

Opportunity: In Canada, other liquor jurisdictions such as Alberta or BC have wholesale pricing. The flexibility of 

wholesale pricing allows multiple retailers and restaurants to operate in the province and all have decent revenue 

streams. A major observation, when comparing the 4 major markets in Canada, all generate roughly the same 

revenue (31%-35%) regardless of pricing scenario, wholesale vs monopoly pricing. The government of Ontario would 

still have all taxes in place, annual transfers would not be at risk. 

 

 Consumption across Canada ranges between 98L-115L/person (LDA) 

 Spend ranges from $490-$875/person. Please note this is dependant on purchase habits of province (Beer, spirits, 

wine etc) 

 https://www.mypowellrivernow.com/30304/wholesale-liquor-pricing-introduced-for-b-cs-restaurants-and-
pubs1/ - Currently in BC, the government to support the restaurant industry has implemented wholesale pricing. 
This is providing upwards of a 20% discount, helping the industry through the COVID 19 crisis. 

 

Table: 10-10-0012-01 (formerly CANSIM 183-0025) 

  BC AB ON QC 

Market Semi Privatized Privatized Monopoly Monopoly 

Pricing Structure 
BCLDB 

Wholesale 
Wholesale LCBO Pricing SAQ Pricing 

          

Volume of Sales Litres 452,989 353,996 1,118,657 769,679 

          

Gross sales Dollars 3,573,122 2,595,067 6,394,156 3,293,901 

          

          

Net income of liquor 
authorities 1,114,368 860,423 2,276,126 1,145,917 

Transfer to Provincial 
Government 31.2% 33.2% 35.6% 34.8% 

          

LDA Population 4,080,636 3,296,572 11,424,854 6,721,818 

Avg consumption (L) 111.01 107.38 97.91 114.50 

Avg spend $               875.63   $        787.20   $          559.67   $        490.03  

     

 
 
 

 

 

  

     

Net income of liquor authorities and government revenue 

from sale of alcoholic beverages (x 1,000) 1 2
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