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Recommend withdraw Schedule 6 from Bill 229

Conservation Authorities as they are now constituted are one of Ontario’s greatest lines of defence against

flooding and other water related natural disasters. Since 1946, when the Conservation Authorities Act was first
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legislated by the Ontario government in response to the concerns of local citizens about degradation of the
environment.(Conservation Ontario 2020). Since 1954, they have worked with Ontario municipalities to steer
development away from flood-prone and other hazard lands. The CAs have amassed a large amount of
knowledge and expertise in their staff and are organized in such a way as to provide these services efficiently
and economically. They work directly with, and are largely supported by, municipal councils in their respective
watersheds to meet local needs. (Conservation Ontario, 2020). As such, they are uniquely placed to mitigate the
effects of weather-related damage on a local level that is expected to become more severe due to global
warming.

Conservation Authorities also work with municipalities to provide other crucial services such as water
monitoring, tree planting and protection of valuable natural water resources. Natural

features such as wetlands, groundwater reserves, wooded valleylands and upland forests provide billions of
dollars of ecosystem services to society (David Suzuki Foundation, 2008, Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources, 2009). The work that CAs do to protect and restore these natural features is vital to maintain the
healthy water resources that we all need to live.

We in Ontario cannot afford to lose the services provided by this unique institution. They were created by
former PC governments of this Province who worked with municipalities and citizens to meet the need for
environmental protections. (The Canadian Encyclopedia, 2020). Please do not weaken the Conservation
Authorities’ abilities to keep Ontario citizens safe from water-related natural disasters, as well as their function
as a front line defence against the destruction of natural features such as wetlands and ground water that
provide us with abundant and clean drinking water. If there is one single thing that this government can do to
make a difference in Ontario’s fight against climate change, keeping, and even strengthening the Conservation
Authorities is it.
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