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Douglas, Julia

From: Legislative Assembly of Ontario
Sent: December 1, 2020 4:51 PM
To: Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs
Cc: Teng, Deborah
Subject: Webform submission: Submission of material 28426

Submitted on Tue, 12/01/2020 - 16:21 
 
Application ID: 28426 
 
Submitted values are: 
 
Bill or item of business: Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 
2020 

Choose a topic 

Do you know the bill title or business (e.g., pre-budget consultations) you'd like to speak or submit 
material about? 
Yes 

Choose an application 

Which application would you like to submit? 
Submit material only 
 
Which deadline would you like to submit your written material for? 
Written Submission Deadline: 7:00 p.m. (EST) on Wednesday, December 2, 2020 

Add your information 

Are you submitting material as an individual or on behalf of an organization? 
I am submitting material as an individual 

Full name 
Danuta Valleau 
 
Contact phone number 
519-534-1788 
 
Email address 
danuta@michaelmcluhan.com 
 
Paste submission 
Submission re Schedule 6, Bill 229, changes to Conservation Authority Act 
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Summary: The Province has introduced a number of changes to the Conservation Authorities Act and the 
Planning Act that significantly either limit or completely change the role of conservation authorities to protect 
Ontario’s environment and ensure people and property are safe from natural hazards.  
 
Highlights of Key Changes:  
• remove and/or significantly hinder the conservation authorities’ role in regulating development, and engaging 
in review and appeal of municipal planning applications  
• allow the Minister to make decisions on permit appeals and issue permits without watershed data and 
expertise from the conservation authorities  
• redirect the fiduciary role (Duty of Members) for municipally appointed CA Board members. They are being 
told to make decisions in the best interest of the municipalities and not the conservation authority.  
 
The Conservation Authority Act originated in 1946 to address the twin problems of erosion and flooding, risks 
that continue to require the Conservation Authorities’ science-based watershed approach which currently 
protects Ontario’s environment. Removing their overseeing role is dangerous and short sighted.  
Recommendations: 
• THAT the Province of Ontario work with Conservation Authorities to address their concerns by removing 
Schedule 6 from Bill 229 which affects changes to the Conservation Authorities Act and the Planning Act. 
• THAT the Province respect the current Conservation Authority/Municipal relationships.  
• THAT the Province embrace their long-standing partnership with the Conservation Authorities and engage in 
full and open consultation around proposed legislation and regulations. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Danuta Valleau 


