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Paste submission
I oppose Schedule 6 and 8 of Bill 229 and propose that they be removed from the bill.
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Conservation Authorities provide services on the watershed level and are not purely municipal entities. By
limiting board membership to only municipal councillors a great deal of expertise will be lost. In order to serve
the watershed and protect it from harmful development, CAs need input from experts in science and
environmental protection. CAs are not confined by municipal boundaries and they should not be treated as
such.

The province claims this bill will save money and streamline permit approvals but has proposed that rejected
permits can be appealed to the Ministry. This would undermine the CAs authority and result in a more lengthy
and costly approval process. As well, it would put the decision on permits in the hands of province rather than
those of the municipalities whose interests the province claims to be protecting with this bill. The province
makes very little financial contribution to CA budgets, yet is proposing to have the final say in CA decisions.

All of the proposed changes in Schedule 6 support the interests of developers, not those of CAs, municipalities,
or Ontario residents. I contacted my MPP regarding this issue and his response stated that CAs, municipalities,
environmental organizations, etc were consulted on potential changes to the Conservation Authorities Act
however no report on these consultations was ever made public. There is no evidence of support for these
proposed changes from either CAs or their member municipalities.

Finally, I oppose Schedule 8 of Bill 229 which proposes exemptions from the Endangered Species Act for
forestry operations in Crown forests. This would result in less protection for Endangered Species which are
already in dangerous decline even with the current restrictions.



