


WATER MANAGEMENT s Management

Water is an essential part of our daily lives. Most of us are used to having clean, safe
drinking water every time we turn on our taps. Fortunately, there are a number of
measures and programs designed to ensure that our water stays safe. Authority staff
is committed to the continued protection, restoration and improvement of our water
resources through our progressive watershed management program.

HIGHLIGHTS OF WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

- .
S \ ® Introduction of the “Clean Water Act” which will ensure that our drinking water
" A sources are protected. In conjunction with this draft legislation, the Authority will
coordinate the development of Source Protection Plans for the Niagara watershed
in partnership with municipalities and community stakeholders.
| (V7 1ol N  Completion of Twenty Mile Creek Watershed Plan; Twelve Mile Creek Watershed
il e : ,.4.\ : Plan; and One Mile Creek Watershed Plan.

e Issued 5 Flood Bulletins as a general reminder to the public to be on alert.
The most serious event occurred April 24 where a late season snow storm
covered the ground with 12 inches of snow followed by a quick melt and heavy
rainfall. The Welland River rose approximately 10 metric feet; however this
remained below the 100 year flood elevation.

® Completed mapping the 100 year floodplain for: Upper 12 Mile Creek
(Pelham and Thorold); 20 Mile Creek (Hamilton, West Lincoln and Lincoln);
18 Mile Creek (Lincoln) and Gavora Ditch (Lincoln) In order to prevent loss of life
and destruction of property, the NPCA prohibits construction within the
100 year floodplain.

® In partnership with the City of Niagara Falls, the Authority undertook a project to
improve the quality of water within Shriner’s Creek. A concrete and stone weir
was constructed upstream of the existing earth dike to facilitate stormwater flow
and provide fish passage.

® In partnership with the Town of Lincoln the Authority undertook a project to
mitigate erosion on the bank of 20 Mile Creek adjacent to a Town sanitary
sewage pumping station.

® In partnership with Water Survey Canada, the Authority installed two new surface
water gauge stations at the Upper 12 Mile Creek at DeCew and on the 4 Mile
Creek at Virgil. These gauges will assist the Authority in carrying out flood
forecasting and warning duties and provide long term flow records to monitor the
impacts of urbanization on the watershed.

* Staff continued with the ground and surface water quality monitoring program in
partnership with the City of Hamilton, Hamilton International Airport, Ministry of
the Environment and Region of Niagara. The program is part of a provincial
Groundwater Monitoring Network.

® The Groundwater and Aquifer Study was completed in November. This study
was one of 97 groundwater studies undertaken in the Province of Ontario.
The goals of the study were to limit or eliminate the risk of groundwater
contamination from land uses; manage groundwater quantities to ensure
sustainable uses and promote water conservation, good management and well
decommissioning practices. The study provides an improved understanding of the
watershed hydrogeology and assists in forming the basis for watershed and
source protfection management plans.







GREETINGS FROM
THE CHAIRMAN

We are fortunate to live in an area
rich in natural resources. Authority
staff and board members have
embraced the vision and mission
of the Conservation Authority
wholeheartedly and continue to
ensure that these resources are
managed and protected for the
benefit of all.

I Although much has been achieved,
' we still have a great deal of work
to do and | urge you fo take up the
challenge to help us.
Many people do not realize that everything we do affects the health of
our environment. Whether you live in the city, a small town or in the
country, you can undertake some simple and practical lifestyle
practices to help ensure that the quality of life we enjoy will be
sustained for future generations. Simple practices such as water
conservation, limiting the use of household chemicals, protection of
sensitive lands, incorporating native species into your landscaping and
maintaining septic systems will help keep our resources safe. If each
one of us implements one small change to help our environment, we
will make a significant improvement ensuring that the quality of life we
are enjoying is maintained for future generations.

Gord Harry, Chairman

| would like to express my thanks to the board members, staff, member
municipalities, provincial and federal partners, the Conservation
Foundation, numerous community groups and volunteers for your efforts
in helping us achieve so much.

Ak

Gord Harry, Chairman

CORPORATE SERVICES

The activities of the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority are
governed by a Board of Directors comprised of 15 members appointed
by the member municipalities.

REGION OF NIAGARA
Chairman,
Gord Harry,

Allard Colyn,
Township of Wainfleet

Township of West Lincoln

Vice-Chairman, Mickey DiFruscio,

John Mastroianni, City of Thorold
City of Welland

Douglas Ransom,

Nick Andreychuk, Town of Lincoln

Town of Grimsby
Wayne Redekop,
Anne Angelone, Town of Fort Erie
City of Niagara Falls
Bruce Timms,

City of St. Catharines
HALDIMAND COUNTY

Mark BO?U,
City of Port Colborne

Brian Baty, Jo-Ann Cole
Town of Pelham
CITY OF HAMILTON
Gary Burroughs, Andy Fevez

Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake Matthew Moccio

MESSAGE FROM
THE GENERAL MANAGER

| am pleased to share the
Conservation Authority’s 2005
Annual Report reflecting some of
the year’s achievements.

";i Ra Protecting and improving our

,

» natural resources through proper
== ¥ watershed management are

fundamental to the Authority’s
programs. Every year brings
challenges, opportunities and
successes and 2005 was

no exception.

Y

Andy Burt, General Manager

With the ongoing support of our watershed funding partners,
community stakeholders, landowners and volunteers, the Authority has
made considerable progress and completed many restoration and
capital improvement projects in support of the environmental well
being of our community. These are highlighted throughout this report.

In December 2005, the Province of Ontario introduced the “Clean
Water Act” as a measure to ensure that our drinking water sources are
protected. Conservation Authorities were recognized as the agency
responsible for coordinating Source Protection Plans which will be
developed on a watershed basis in partnership with municipalities and
the broader community of stakeholders. We applaud the government
for moving forward with this initiative and look forward to its successful
completion.

| am grateful to the staff and board for their dedication in meeting the
many challenges and for contributing to the well being of our residents
through their tireless efforts.

Andy Burt, General Manager /
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NIAGARA PENINSULA
CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

Terry McDougall, Executive Director

The Niagara Peninsula Conservation Foundation works on behalf of
the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority to raise funds for many
of the Authority’s restoration, conservation and land acquisition
projects. The Foundation is lead by an Executive Director and governed
by a volunteer Board of Directors.

2005 FUNDRAISING HIGHLIGHTS:

Through the generous support of our many donors activities and events
raised in excess of $250,000 to support Authority projects.

® Donation from Ontario Great Lakes
Renewal Foundation for remedial
work on Coyle Creek and
Draper’s Creek

Grant for dune restoration
work at Morgan'’s Point
Conservation Area

o 4th Annual Bob Welch Memorial
Golf Classic

® Annual Raffle at the Ball’s Falls
Thanksgiving Festival

e Summerlude by the Harbour ¢ Elimination Draw and Dinner

* Nevada Break Open

Lottery Ticket Sales Membership Program

¢ Niagara Community Foundation

¢ Friends of Conservation Niagara



LAND MANAGEMENT R il

The Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority owns/manages approximately 7,000
acres of provincially significant land. These properties provide numerous and diverse
recreational opportunities including camping, hiking, fishing, boating, swimming,
windsurfing, picnicking, bird watching, hiking trails and cross-country skiing.

HIGHLIGHTS OF LAND MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

® Completion of a number of capital works projects for the benefit and safety
of visitors.

* Entrance improvement, campsite upgrades, landscape and habitat plantings
at Long Beach Conservation Area.

e Ecological Land classification inventory, boardwalk construction and habitat
restoration at Wainfleet Bog.

e Official Opening of Morgan’s Point Conservation Area in Wainfleet.
Completed restoration activities, installed playground and pre-fab washroom
facilities with the financial assistance of Ontario Trillium Foundation, Niagara
Community Foundation and Wainfleet Lions Club.

* Development of Wainfleet Rail Trail to accommodate new activities and uses
including cycling, horseback riding and walking.

* Developed and implemented habitat management plan with Ducks Unlimited
at Mud Lake Conservation Area.

* Hosted the 31st annual Thanksgiving Festival, installation of pedestrian bridge,
mill and church stabilization work, field centre upgrades, archaeology field
work, Jordan Marsh Boardwalk design and Visitor Centre design completed
at Ball’s Falls Conservation Area.

* Developed maintenance agreement with Region of Niagara for Glenridge
Quarry Naturalization site.

® Hosted annual Hawkwatch Open House at Beamer Memorial Conservation
Area. A total of 16,602 raptors were observed by the Niagara Peninsula
Hawkwatch Association during their annual migration monitoring. The group’s
long term monitoring efforts provide valuable information on a global basis to
help assess the effects of activities on the food chain and environment.

* Completed entrance improvements, construction of workshop, prairie planting,
developed fisheries management plan and hosted numerous recreational
activities including: Ice Fishing Derby, Triathlon, Waterfowl Hunting, Red Green
Show filming at Binbrook Conservation Area. A fish habitat restoration, water
quality and habitat improvement project funded in part by FishAmerica
Foundation was completed.

* Installed trail system and new parking lot facility at Ruigrok Tract/Hedley Forest.

* Hosted Bass Derby, completed entrance improvements, constructed new
workshop and shoreline stabilization projects at Chippawa Creek
Conservation Area.

e Completed Boat Launch ramp at E.C. Brown Conservation Area.

® Riparian buffer along Beamsville Creek tributary was installed at
Mountainview Conservation Area.

® Acquired 23 acres of environmentally significant land adjacent to E.C. Brown
which will be developed as a future wetland demonstration site on restoration
and conservation techniques.
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